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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. JOPSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Meri-
den, in the county of New Haven and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Key-Rings; and I do
declare the ‘following to be a fall, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
perbains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters and figures of reference marked
thereon, which forma partof thisspecification.

My invention relates to key-rings, and has
for its object to provide simple, inexpensive,
and easily-operated means whereby to connect
the ends of & split key-ring, so the said ring
may be readily opened to enable the placing
on or removal of keys therefrom, and be.se-
corely clasped wheninuse,as will be deseribed.

It eonsists, essentially, in connection with

a split ring having its ends arranged near to-
gether, of a clasp pivoted to one end of the
ring, and interlocking with the other end by
means of pins and notches, substantially as
hereinafter set forth. ‘
. In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side view of
my ring unfastened. Fig. 2 is asimilar view,
fastened, with one side flange of the eclasp
brokenaway. Fig. 3isa bottom view of the
clasp. Tig. 4 is a view, enlarged, of theends
of the ring with the clasp unfastened.

The ring A may be made in the circular

form shown, or in triangular or any other de-
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sired shape. It is split, as shown, and has its
ends A’ A? arranged in close proximity. In
the end A’, I form the notch ¢, which, it will

. be noticed, is rounded or beveled toward the
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outer circumference of the ring, and it will
be noticed the outer circumference or upper
edge of the end A’ is also beveled downward
toward said noteh a. .

The clasp B is {preferably formed with the
top plate, b. and the depending side plates
or flanges, &', I pivot or hinge oneend of the
clasp to the end A? of the ring, preferably at
%, as shown, and its .opposite end is capable
of being turned down against the other end,

A’, as-shown in Fig. 2. This clasp is pro-

vided with a transverse pin, C, which is ar-

ranged in proper position, as shown, so it
may be sprung into and out of engagement
with the notch « in end A/,

It will be noticed that the pin C is arranged
a distance from the pivot * slightly greater
than the distance from pivot b to the ex-
tremity of end A’, when the latter end is in
its normal position, so as to enable the secur-
ing of the pin, in the operation presently de-
seribed, by the tension of the ends A7 A? fo-
ward each other. .

The operation is simple, and will be under-
stood on'. reference to the drawings. When
the parts are in the position shown in Figs.
1and 4, keys may be applied to or removed
from the ring. If the clasp be now turned
down against the end A’, the beveled upper
edge of said end will permit said pin to be
forced into engagement with the notch a,
and the ring will be closed, as shown in Fig.
2. If, now, it be desired to open the ring, the
swinging end of the clasp may be lifted,
when the beveled form of the notch will per-
mit the pin to escape therefrom. It will be
understood, however, that the tension of the
spring is such as to force its ends toward
each other with sufficient strength to hold the
transverse pin firmly and prevent any aecci-
dental unfastening of the ring.

I prefer to form the elasp with the side
plates or flariges, as thereby the end A’ of
the ring is held from any lateral movement
and a firmer fastening is secured. It is ob-
vious, however, that where desired they may
be dispensed with and the pin C be seeured
suitably to the top main plate of the clasp.

Tt will be further understood that, instead
of beveling the notch and upper edge of the
end A’,sald parts may be made square and
the ends of the ring sprung apart by hand,
to enable the adjustment of the clasp into
and out of its fastened position.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

The combination, with the ring A, having
its ends separated and one end, A/, provided
with a noteh, a, of the clasp B, pivoted at
one end, b*, to the end A? and having its
other end adapted to be turned down against
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the end A’, and provided with the pin C, se-
cured in the clasp, and adapted to be sprung
into notch ¢ between the said ends A’ A? the
latter having a tension toward each othér in

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE W. JOPSON,

5 the plane of the ring, whereby said pin C ‘Witnesses:
may be adjusted into and out of engagement . C. Birpsry,
with said notch ¢, substantially as set forth. . 8. FosSTER.
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