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To all whom 6 may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. TANNER,
of the city and county of Providence, State
of Rhode Island, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Machines for Cutting
Cigar -Wrappers; and 1 hereby declare the

* following to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
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tion of the same, reference heing had to the
accompanying drawings, forming parb of this
specification. :

This invention has reference to an improve-
ment in machines or devices for cutting the
wrappers for cigars; and it consists in the pe-
culiar and novel construction of a carriage on
which the peculiarly-shaped cutter-knife is
fixed and a vielding pressure-roller under
which the earriage is passed to cut the wrap-
per, as will be more fully set forth hereinafter.

In cutting the wrappers for cigars from the
leaf the operative has to use his judgment in

so placing the leaf that the best portions are.

used for the wrappers. It is therefore impor-
tant that the operative should havea full view
of the leaf and be able to place the same quick-
1y on the knife in the mosb favorable condi-

_tion.
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Figure 1 is a front view of my improved de-
vice, showing the carriage nnder the roller.
Fig. 2'is an end view,shown partly in section.
Fig. 3 is a top view of the same.

Tn the drawings, A is a platform, provided
with the rails @ @, on which the carriage B is

moved. The carriage is provided with the

wheels C C, arranged to run on the rails a a.
On each end of ‘the earriage the buffers b b are
placed, which, at each end of the traverse of
the carriage, come in contact with the springs
¥, by which the reciprocation is limited.

D is the cutter-Enife, made in the form de-
sired for the wrapper. This knife is firmly
secured to the center of the earriage, and the
ends of the carriage are provided with the
carved handles d d, on which thehands of the
operative rest, as is shown in Fig. 3. Thefin-
gers of the hand are placed on the leaf which
extends over the cutter, so that the position
of the cutter is clearly seen by the operative,
and the leaf can be moved so that the wrap-
per will be cut at* the most desirable places.
The curved handles enable the hand to move
the carriage in both directions. B

‘the carriage under the roller.

E is a roller, made of rubber or other suit-
able material, by which the tobacco-leaf is
pressed on the cutter-knife, so as to cub the
leaf without injuring the edge of the knife.
The roller Eis journaled in the yoke E/,which
is provided with the stem e, supported in the
bracket F, and held against rotation by the

-stop ¢, which enters a groove in the stem e.

The spiral spring f bears on the yoke E and
forces the roller K on the cutter D, This mo-
tion of the roller can be adjusted so as'to be
just sufficient to cut the leal by means of the
nut ¢g,placed on the threaded end of the stem e.

The operation of this device is very simple.

‘The operative places the tobacco-leaf on the

carriage, presses both ends down, and moves
He how moves
the leaf so .as to place another portion over
the cutter and returns the carriage to the first
or starting place, having thus cut two wrap-
pers with the whole leaf in view, and able
guickly to move the leaf from place to place.
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The buffers b b and springs & V' limit the mo-

tion of the carriage. .

Although the construction shown is simple, -

“yet I-do not wish to confine myself to the ex-

act construction, as practically the same re-
sult may be obtained by making the roller I8
of the length of or longer than the length of
the cutter D and piacing the same on a line
with the length of the cufter. By now plac-
ing the rails ¢ ¢ in a direction ab right angles
to the direction shown the carriage can be
moved inward and outward under the roller
instead of from side to side.

Having thuas deseribed my invention, Iclaim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. The combination, with the carriage B
and the cutter D, of the roller E, supported
in the yoke ¥, provided with the stem e, and
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the spring f, constructed to exert a yielding

pressure on the leaf to be cut, as described.
9. The combination, with the roller I, cut-

ter D, and carriage B, of the buffers b band

springs &’ V', constructed to limit the motion

of the ¢arriage, as described.

GEORGE W. TANNER.

Witnesses: o

J. A. MILLER, Jr.,
M. ¥. BricHm.
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