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To all whom it My CONCETR:

Be it known that I, EDwARD W. THOMP-
SON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Lowell, in the county of Middlesex and
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, have in-

5 ;
vented certain new.and useful Improvements

in Book-Supports, of which the following is a |

specification.
My invention rvelates to means of holding
1o books upright on the. shelves of a book-case
when the shelves are not filled with books,
and to means of supporting books on a shelf,
or on the shelf next below, at pleasure.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 s
15 an isometric view of two book -shelves and
bonks thereon with my invention attached.
Tigs. 2 and 3 are.oblique views of different
forms of my invention. TFig. 4 is a front ele-
vation of two book-shelves with books there-
2o on and myinvention attached to botlthe up-
per and lower shelves. -

A A’ are shelves of a book-case, a row of
books, B, on the lower shelf being supported
by my invention.

For 2 long time librarians of public libra-
ries and persous having private collections of
books have felt the need of a suitable-device
for holding upright books remaining upon the
shelves where volumesare frequently removed,
and where, owing to their different heights
and thicknesses, the booksare liabletofall over
when one or more of them are removed, there-
by straining the bindings and rendering their
titles difficult to distinguish. - Such a device
should be simple, inexpensive, and easily ap-
plied, capable of being moved readily upon the
shelf by one hand of the operator without mar-
ring or scratching said shelf, and capable of
retaining its position upon the shelf. To meeb
this want I provide my book-support. . The
spring-wire Cis bent at C to form a spring-
clamp, which engages the shelf, and the lower
portion; C?, of the clamp terminates in lateral
arms or extensions D I, togive it a firm sup-
port upon the under side of the shelf. The
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upper portion of the clamp C is bent at E to

form another lateral extension, B/, and the
wire is again bent at I to form the upright
arm I, which has its upper part bent at about.
right angles at G, as shown in’ Figs. 1 and 3. 50

In case of lower shelves of book-cases that
have drawers or other solid foundation be-
neath them, so that my support cannot engage
with the lower shelf, I use the form of sup-.
port shown in Fig. 2, which differs from Fig. 55
3 in having the lower portion of the clamp C*
formed without lateral extensions, and in hav-
ing the upper portion of the clamp € provid-
ed with two lateral extensions, B and E?, in-
stead of one, as shown in Fig. 3.

By forming the lower portion of the spring-
clamp C* without the lateral extensiops, [ am
enabled to apply my support to the shelf above
the one npon which the books are to be sup-
ported, even though the gaid shelf be fiiled 65
with books. since the portion of the spring-
clamp C, being formed of wire, and its end
being flattened, can be readily inserted be-
tween or beneath the books on the shelf with-
out injury to them. This form can be used 7o
to support books on the shelf above by simply
reversing the position of the support.

Both forms of my support are shown in po-
sition in Fig. 4.

T elaim as my invention—

1. -A book-support consisting of vertieal
part, an arm extending Iaterally from the base
of the vertical part, and a U-shaped spring
connected at one of its ends to the base of the
‘support, substantially as described, and for 8o
the purpose specified. -~

9. A book-support consisting of 2 vertical
part, a clamp to engage the book-shelf, com-
prising an upper jaw extending laterally to
one side of the vertical part, a lower jaw ex- 85
tending laterally on both sides, and a bow-
spring connecting the two jaws, as and for the
purpose specified. ‘
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