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Fo'all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, JAMES A, WATERS, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and Improved Carpet-Fasten-
er, of which the following is a full, clear, and
exact deseription. .

This invention seeks to provide a practical
clamping deviee for holding carpets to floors,
whereby the earpet may be held without in-
jury, and may be easily takenup and replaced,
avoiding the use of tacks, hooks, &c., which
injure the carpet. : .

The invention eonsists, principally, of a
carpet- holding device in which a hooked
clamp-plate is employed, journaled in suitable
hlocks orstandards,and acted upon by springs,
for grasping and holding the edge of the car-
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The invention also consists of a ‘shield or
covering combined with the device; also, of the
construction -of the holding blocks or stand-
ards, and of the construction, arrangement,
and combination of the parts of the device, all
as hereinafter deseribed and claimed.

Reference is to be had tothe accompanying

. drawings, forming a part of this specification,
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in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.
Figure 1 is a front elevation of my new and
improved carpet-fastener, the shield or cover-
ing being shownin seetion. Figs. 2and 3are
transverse sectional elevations, TFig. 2 being
on the lines ¥ 5, and Fig. 3 being on line » 2, of
Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a sectional plan view taken
on the line z z of Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a detailed
inverted plan view of a part of the shield or
covering of the device, and Fig. 6 shows in
plan view the method of attaching the device
to the floor in sections, the shield being re-
moved. - Fig. 7 is a view of the wedge-blocks

. t0 be placed under the inner edge of the clamp
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while securing the carpet-to the floor.

A represents the clamp-plates of the carpet
fastening or holding device; B and B/, the
standards or blocks in which the plates A are
held or journaled; and C represents the me-
tallic shield or covering for the device.

The standards or blocks B B are by prefer-
ence attached to the dovetailed plates D, and
bhoth are adapted to be secured to the floor B
by the serews F, or by other suitable fasten-

| ings; and the said standards or blocks are pro-

vided with coiled springs a, held in suitable
cavities, which springs aet upon the lateral
arms or shoulders b, formed upon thej ournal
pins or pivots ¢ of fhe clamp-plate A, as shown
clearly in Figs. 3and 4.

The clamp-plates A are by preference made
semi-eylindrical in form, and formed af one
edge with the series of hooks or teeth d, which
are held constantly pressed down toward the
floor (for engaging and holding the carpet) by
the said springs a, acting benecath the said lat-
eral arms b, the pivots ¢ being journaled in
the orifices ¢/, made in the blocks B B or B
and B'.

The blocks or standards B are made double,
to hold the adjacent ends of two clamp-plates
A, while the blocks or standards B’ are made
single, to be used at the corners of the room
and cavpet for holding one end of a single
clamp-plate A only.

The shield or cover C is made nearly semi-
cylindrical in form, and is made in sections to
cover the clamp-plates A and blocks or stand-
ards B B’ after the carpet is put down, and
it may be attached to the clamp-plate A by
any suitable means; but I prefer to provide
the clamp-plate A at snitable intervals with
the buttons e, which set out slightly from the
outer surfaces of the said clamp-plates, and to
fold the shield or cover C to form the flanges
o f, which are adapted to fit under the edges
of said bunttons, as shown in Fig. 2; and to en-
able the shield or cover Cto be readily re-
moved and replaced, I form the openings f f*
ab suitable intervals along the edges of the
flanges f f, which, when bronght coincident
with the buttons &, will permit the flanges to
pass the edges of the buttons.

G is a strip of wood or iron, secured to the

“floor J in such manner relative to the position

of the blocks or standards BB’ that the hooks
or teeth d of the clamp-plate A areadapted to
rest upon it after grasping or passing through
the edge of the carpet, H, as will be under-
stood from Fig. 2, and this strip G is by pref-
erence concaved upon the upper surface to
brace the points of the hooks or teeth d against
the drawing action of the carpet.

In use the clamp-plates A and blocks Band
B’ (the latter being used in pairs at the corners)
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will be placed around the room to be carpeted,
and the carpet will then be placed upon the
floor and its edges placed beneath the hooks
or teeth of the clamp-plates A, which, owing
to the action of the springs @, will hold the
carpet securely in place. The shield or cover
C will then be placed upon the plates A and
blocks or standards B B, which conceal the
plates and blocks, and the shield, being pol-
ished or gilded, causes the whole to presenta
rich and nice appearance. '

To take up the carpet, it is only necessary
to remove the shield or cover Cand 1ift or turn
the clamp-plates A upward, which will cause
the hooks or teeth d to release the carpet and
permit it to be drawn from under the said
hooks or teeth. :

In this manner it will be seen that by my
invention the carpet may be very quickly and
easily put down and taken up, and that it will
be held by the clamp-plates without injury to
the carpet, and that the device adds to the
beauty of the room in which it is used.

The blocks or standards B B, instead of be-

‘ing attached to the floor, may be secured to

the base-boards of the room and accomplish
the same ‘result. The inclined or wedge-
shaped blocks ¢’ a* are connected by a string
or piece of wire, b, and are of about the length
shown in the drawings, Fig. 7, and about one-
halfinchin width. Theseblocksaretobe prop-
erly adjusted under the rear or inner edge of
the clamp, thereby forming a wedge or resist-
ance against any strain madeupon the toothed

edge of the clamp which the springs might not 35
be able to overcome, thus giving a fixed and
immovable fastening for the carpet while se-
curing it in place.. The blocks can be placed
in position through the space existing between
said inner edge and the base-board of the room. 40

Having thus fully deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to seeure by Letters
Patent— '

1. The clamp-plate A, formed with the piv-
ots ¢ and lateral shoulders b, in combination
with suitable bloeks or standards and springs,
@, arranged to act substantially as and for the
purposes set forth. »

2. Thecombination, with the block or stand-
ard B or B/, and clamp-plate A, and suitable
springs, of the plate I, upon which the block
or standard is held, substantially as described.

3. The cover or shield C, having flanges f,
in combination with the clamp-plate A, pro-
vided with the button e, substantially as-and
for the purposes set forth.

4. The flanges f of the cover or shield.C, cut
away, as at f/, in combination with the but-
tons e, secured upon the clamp d, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth. .

5. The combination, with the clamp-plate
A, of the strip G, secured to the floor, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

JAMES A. WATERS.
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‘Witnesses:
H. A. WgsT,
C. SEDGWICK.




