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PaTenT OFFICE.

JOHN G. MATTHEIS, OF ALAMEDA, "CALIFORNIA.

BELL-PLATE AND CARD-RECEIVER.

SPROIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No.306,846, dated Qctober 21, 1884.

Application filed January 26, 1384, " (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOEN G. MATTHEIS, of
Alameda, county of-Alameda, and State of Cal-
ifornia, have invented an Improvementin Bell-
Plates and Card-Receivers; and [ hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description thereof.

My invention relates to a device which T
call a *“bell-plate and card-receiver;’ and i6
consists of a metal plate adapted to be at-
tached to a door, having an opening through
which the bell-handle projects, lugs between
which it is pivoted, springs upon the face of
the plate to hold cards, and a tablet inserted
into the plate upon which a name or card may
be written.

Referring to the accompanying drawings for
a more complete explanation of my invention,
Tigure 1 is a view of my device. Fig. 2isa
view of the back of the plate.

A isaplate, made, preferably, of metal, and
finished in any desired style. This plate has
an opening, B, near its center, throngh which
the handle of a bell or gong projects to the
outside to be within reach. This handle is
pivoted between lugs C, projecting from the
inner side of ‘the plate upon each side of the
opening B, and connects with the bell in any
suitable or well-known mauner. Below this
handle is an opening or recess, into which a

tablet, D, is inserted, this tablet having a sur-

-face, upon which a name or sentence may be

written with a pencil and erased, which can
be suspended by its side. Above the bell-

-handle the plate is extended in any ornament-

al form, and elastic strips or springs K have
their lower ends fixed to the plate, so that
their upper ends may curve outward enough
to allow a card or cards to be inserted, and be
held in place by the elasticity of the springs.
This device provides a ready and conven-
ient means for leaving a card or message when
the oceupants of the house are not at home, or

for leaving letters in safety until they can be

removed.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

A door:bell plate having lugs C C to sup-
port a bell-pull, and an elastic card-holder
consisting -of the springs B, attached thereto,
and an erasible tablet, D, substantially as
herein described. :

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand.

J. G. MATTHEIS.
‘Witnesses: ‘

A. SCHROEDER,
A. VICTORS.
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