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To all whom it may concerm:

Beitknownthat I, WirLIAM H. PRITCHETT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Fer-
ris, in the county of Ellis and State of Texas,
have invented a new and useful Car-Coupling,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
mgs. .

My invention relates to car-couplings, and
it has for its object to provide improved de-
vices for coupling and uncoupling the ecars,
and to provide improved means for holding
the link.in position. '

A farther object of the invention is .to pro-
vide a coupling which shall be simple in its
construction, effective in its operation, cheap
to manufacture, and one that will be strong
and durable. .

With tkese ends in view the invention con-
sists in the improved construction and com-
binations of parts, hereinafter fully described
and pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a car-coupling constructed in accord-
ance with my invention, showing the position
of the parts when the cars are coupled. Fig.
2 is a longitudinal vertical section. Fig. 31is
a horizontal section. : .

In the accompanying drawings, in which
like letters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts in all the figures, A represents the
draw-head, which is provided with the usual
link-opening, a. Upon the upper and lower
sides of this link-opening, near the rear end
thereof, are seated flat springs, b, the free ends
of which project a slight distance above their
rear ends, so that the link when in the draw-
head will be firmly held against any vertical
movement.

Upon one side of the draw-head, near the
forward end thereof, is secured an upright or
standard, B, which is divided at its upper end,
said divided upper end being provided with
holes or openings, ¢, as shown.

Between the divided upper end of the stand-
ard or upright B is pivoted a lever, C, the
forward end of which is provided with a hole
or opening.” Secured in this hole or opening
at the forward end of the lever C is a chain,
d, the other end of which is secured to a flat
spring, D, which is attached to the draw-head
upon its under side. . It will be seen that the

tendency of this flat spring is, by its connec-
tion with the lever, to pull the inner end of
said lever down. o
E represents the coupling-pin, which is
formed at its upper end with an enlarged por-
tion or head, which, as shown, is divided to
receive a portion of the lever C, to which itiis
pivoted by means of a transverse bolt, e, which
passes through an elongated slobin said lever,
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thus preventing any catching or binding of - -

the lever and pin when they are raised.
-Adjacent to one of the corners of the draw-
head is provided a longitudinal passage, F,
which is parallel with the link-opening. A®
the rear end of this opening is seated a tube,
G, in which slides a bolt, H. Upon this bolt

65

H is mounted a coil-spring, I. The rear end .

of the bolt is provided with a head which is
larger than the tube, and thus limits the for-
ward movement of said bolt.

In the passage F is ashaft, J, having a head,
K, which is located outside of the draw-head.

‘The rear end of this shaft bears against the

forward end of the spring-pressed bar or shaft,
and when the cars come together in coupling
said shaft is pushed rearward. ‘

‘Upon the side of the draw-head is provided
an elongated slot, K, which has communica-
tion with the longitudinal passage.

T represents an upright or standard which
is formed at its lower end with an inwardly-
extending elongated lug, which fits aslot in

the shaft J, and is secured therein so that it

moves with said shaft. Said upright is formed
near its upper end with a seat, which fits over
the top edge of the draw-head. TUpon thein-
ner edge of this upright or standard is pro-
vided a ledge or seat, f, upon which rests the
free end of the uneoupling-lever when the cars
are ready to be coupled.

The operation is: as follows: To uncouple
the cars, the end of the lever Cis depressed,

which raises the coupling-pin, and as soon as

the inner end of the lever C has been raised
so that it will be on a line with the seatin the
upright or standard L, the said upright or
standard is forced forward by the spring-
pressed rod or shaft, and the end of the lever
C rests upon the seat of the standard L, and
is supported thereby. In coupling the ears,
the link enters the opening of the draw-head,
and as soon as the draw-head of the adjacent
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car strikes the head-of the shaft J and forces
said shaft rearwardly, and as the upright or
standard L is connected with said shaf, it is
forced from engagement with the free end of
the lever, and the coupling-pin immediately
drops into engagement with the link and holds

_the same in position.

It will be seen that a car-coupling con-
structed in accordance with my invention is
not only simple in its construetion, but that
i is thoroughly efficient, effective in its oper-
ation, and is cheap and durable. .

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— _

1. The combination, with the draw-head, of
an upright or standard secured thereto, a le-
ver pivoted to said upright or standard, a
coupling-pin pivoted tosaid lever, aflat spring
secured to the under side of the draw-head
and extending outwardly beyond the same,
and a chain connecting said lever and spring,
substantially as set forth.

2. The combination, with a draw-head, of
an upright or standard secured thereto, a le-
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ver pivoted to said upright or standard. a
coupling-pin pivoted to said lever, a flat spring

‘secured to the under side of the draw-head

and extending outwardly beyond the same, a

chain connecting said spring and lever, and »

an upright or standard for supporting the free
end of the lever, substantially as set forth.

3. The combination, with a draw-head hav-
ing a longitudinal passage parallel with the
link-opening, and a spring-pressed bolt lo-
cated in said passage, of a shaft adapted to
bear against the end of said bolt, said: shaft
havingaslot, and a standard or upright having
alug fitting said slot in the shaft and secured
therein, said upright having a seat on which
rests the inner end of the lever, substantially
as set forth. ’

“In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
presence of two witnesses. '

WILLTIAM HENRY PRITCHETT.

Witnesses:
M. SHUKS,
C. B. Froyp.
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