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UnrTtep STATES PaTENT OFFICE,

ALTRED BROWN AND ALVIN LIGHTNER, OF KANSAS CITY, MISSOURL.

FOLDING LUNCH-BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 307,429, dated November 4, 1884,
' Application filed May 12, 1834, (No model.)

To all whom it may concermn.:

Be it known that we, ALFRED Browx and
ALVIN LIGHINER, citizens of the U nited
States, residing at Kansas City, in the county
of Jackson and State of Missouri, have in-
vented a new and useful Folding Lunch-Box,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings. .

Our invention relates to what are known as
““folding Iunch-boxes;? and it has forits object
to combine in a lunch-box a receptacle for cof-
fee or the like and a separate compartment
for containing solid food, and, further, to pro-
videabox of this character which, when folded,
will occupy a very small space, and may be
stored in the pocket of the user.

A farther object of the invention is to pro-

vide a device of this character which shall be

cheap and simple in its construction and du-
rable in use.

With these ends in view the invention con-
sists in the improved construction and com-
binations of parts hereinafter fully described,
and pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is'a perspective
view of & lunch-box constructed in aceordance
with ourinvention. Fig.2isan elevation show-
ing the same folded. Fig. 8isaplan view show-
ing the box in position, showing the sides and
ends ready to be adjusted to form the box
shown in Fig. 1; and Tig. 4 isasection through
the cover, Fig. 5 is a section on the line z #
of Fig. 3.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
like letters refer to corresponding parts in the
several figures, A represents the folding borx,
and B the cover thereof. This cover B con.
sists of an upper and lower side conneeted to
form a compartment, a, for the reception of
coffee, milk, or other liquid, and is provided
with an opening, ¢, screw-threaded and adapt-
ed to receive a cap, b, to closethe same. The
sides of the cover project a slight’ distance be-

yond the compartment, as shown at d, and are -

turned downwardly to form flanges e, and on
said sides,at the adjacentends of the cover,are
formed slots or openings f, for a purpose
whieh will be more fully described.

In Fig. 3 we have shown the manner of at-
taching the sides and ends to the bottom. The

.the bottom of the box.

sides and ends are turned in upon themselves
to form a guide or groove, in which guide is
a piece of stiff wire extending entirely around
The guide is cut away
at suitable points on the sides and ends, thus
leaving the wire exposed, and permitting ears
¢ on the sides and ends to be bent around the
same to form a hinge-connection. The ends
of the sides are turned in upon themselves for
a’'short distance to form a double thickness of
metal, as seen at %, while the ends are turned
inwardly, as at 4, and are provided on their
outer sides with re-enforcing strips, which are
also turned in, forming, in connection with the
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turned-in ends, a seat for the ends of the side -

portions, which, as before mentioned, are of
a double thickness at their ends, thus tightly
fitting in said seat.

In putting the box together the sides are
first raised to avertical position, and the ends
raised to the same, the edges or ends of the
sides fitting or resting in the seats formed on
said ends. Upon the ends, and at the up-
per side thereof, are provided bails or loops
D, over which bails or loops fit the slots in the
ends of the cover, the downwardly-extending
flanges of said cover inclosing the sides and
ends of the box.

I represents the handle,which is construct-
ed, preferably, in three sections, the central
section, 2/, of which is provided with bails or
loops at its ends, to which the two end sec-
tions are hinged by having their ends bent on
said bails or loops. It will thus be seen that
the two end sections may be folded on the cen-
tral section, and the handle made to oceupy
but a minimum amount of space. The ends
of the end sections are bent downwardly to

form hooks #, and upon the under side of the.

end sections are provided flat springs 4, adapt-
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ed to bear against the under sides of said hooks

to form a hook, and thus hold the handle in
position when attached. The hooked ends of
the handleare adapted to engage the bails pro-
Jjecting through the slots in the cover, as
shown.

To fold the box it is only necessary to re-
move the handle and cover. The sides may
then be folded back on the under side of the
bottom, and the ends folded back on the folded
sides. The box as thus folded may be placed
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in the cover—that is, on the under side there- | formed at its ends with slots, through which

of—and willbenearl y flush with the ends of the
flanges of the cover, in which position it may
be readﬂy placed in the pocket.

It will be seen from the above description
that our box is simple in its construction, may
be manufactured at a slight cost, and that it
may be readily folded to occupy a very small
amount of space. Itwillalso be seen thatthe
box, spread or unfolded, as shown in Fig. 3,
may be utilized as a plate, from which the
user may eat his food.

Having fully deseribed our invention, what
weclaim as new,and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is— ‘

1. The combination,with the sides and ends
hinged to the bottom, "of a cover for the same,
and a handle for holdmo said partsin posi-

~ tion, substantially as set forth.
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2. The combination, with the bottom, and
the sides and ends hmoed thereto, of a cover
formed at its ends w1th slots, throngh which
pass bails or loops on the ends of the box, and
a handle adapted to engage srud bails, sub-
stantially as set forth.

3. The combination, with the bottom, and
the sides and ends hlno ed thereto, of-a cover

pass bails or loops on the ends of the box, and a
handle consisting of three hinged sections, the
end sections havmo their ends bent down-
wardly to form hOleS to engage the said bails
or loops, and provided wmh springs to hold
the same in engagement therewith, substan-
tla]ly as set forth.

The combination, with the bottom, and
the sides and ends hinged thereto, said ends
being provided with seats for the reception
of the ends of the sides, of a cover having

- downwardly-extending ﬂmn(res and slotsin its

ends, said slots being achpbed to receive bails
or loops projecting upwardly from the ends
of the box, and a jointed handle adapted to be
removably attached thereto, substantially as
set forth.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we have hereto affixed our signatures
in presence of two witnesses.

ALFRED BROWN.

ALVIN LIGHTNER.

Witnesses: ‘
A. F. Barr,
CHas. E. CUMMINGS,
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