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Avpplication filed November 28, 1782,

To all whom it may concern:

3eitknownthat I, Joux McKEOUGH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Burling-
ton, in the eounty of Chittenden and State of
Vermont, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Portable Folding Tables,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had therein to the accompany-
ing drawings.

My invention relates to improvements in
folding tables intended for any use, but espe-
cially designed to meet the wants of paper-
hangers, camping or pienie parties, or of those
persons who find it necessary and convenient
to use in a folding table the combination of
four sections which are hinged together, one
of the long sections having aleg and brace se-
cured to its under side,and the other long sec-
tion having a side rigidly secured to one edge,
a side hinged to its opposite edge, and a brace
sceured to its under side, and one of the short
sections having a leg connected to its under

side, as will be more fully described herein- |

after.

My invention is fully shown in the accom- |

panying drawings, in which Figure 1 isa per-
spective view of my invention when folded
and ready to be-carried in the hand. Fig. 2
is o perspective of the inside of my invention
opened and lying onits side,
spective of my invention standing in position.
Iig. 4 is a detail view of my spring-stop hinge.
Fig. 5 is a detail cross-section . of one of the

- eross-bars, showing the mortise therein.

Similar letters indicate like parts through-
out the several views.

The top of mytable I divideinto four parts,
@ b ¢ d, which respectively constitute, when
folded, the two sides and two ends of the box
A. That it may be carried more conveniently
in the hand, I prefer to have the parts 5 and
d, which form the sides of the box, of greater
length—say thirty inches—than « and ¢, which
form the ends, which shall be, say, twelve
inches, thus forming, when unfolded, a table-
top seven feet in length: The parts B and ¢
form the bottom and top of the box A when
thetableis folded. They will be respectively
the same length as the sides b and d,and, say,
twenty-two inches wide. The former,B,is se-
cured by metallic braces to the lower edge of

Fig. 8 isa per- |

o
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one of the sides d of the box A, and at right
anglés with it.  (See Fig. 2.) Thelatter, C, is
s0 hinged on the nuder side of the opposite
edge of the side ¢ that it may be raised to a
horizontal position when the table is opened,

and there firmly beld by one or more slides, .

(See Fig. 2.) 1In this way it may be used to
inerease the width of this portion of the table,
or for the purpose of a shelf to hold, for in-
stance, the paste-pail and tools of the paperer,
without the necessity of their ocecupying any
room on the table; or, if preferred, the slides
e may be withdrawn, and it forms a drop-leaf
to the table, as shown in Fig. 3.

To give greater stability and firmness to the
parts @, b, and d of my table-top, whetherin an
open or closed position, than can besecured by
the use of the ordinary table or butt hinge, I use
my spring-stop hinge D, Fig. 4, which consists
of an ordinary hinge,across the inside of each
strap of which, and at right angles with them,
areattached right-angular metallic projections
J g, with their respective meeting edges so
turned as to overlap each other, and thus pre-
vent the hinge from being more than entirely
opened, as shown in Fig. 4. To secure the
hinge in this position I add the spring 7, the
upper end of which passes through the projec-
tion g and past the lap of the projection f,
thereby preventing the closing of the hinge

| until this end of the spring is withdrawn,

Thus constructed itisapparent that the hinge
can only be one-quarter closed. The great ad-
ditional stiffness and reliability of the parts
connected by this device are especially desira-
ble. The handle E in the part or top C is so
constructed that it readily drops into the
groove beneath it in the plate 4, so that it may
not appear as an obstruction when the top is
extended horizontally to incredse the width of
the table-top. The parts b and ¢ are firmly
connected by the hasp I and eye j when the
table is closed in box form.

G G represent the legs, which are braced
laterally by the upper and lower cross-bars, &
l, and are so hinged to the under side of the
table-top at HL H that they can only be made
to fold beneath it. In theirlowerextremities

sharp-pointed projections m are inserted to
penetrate thefloor upon which the table stands,
and thus prevent their ready displacement.
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I T are braces composed of two or more bars,
which I design to have slide upon each other
to increasetheirlength as desired. Thesebars
are rigidly secured to each other at any point
by means of suitable thumb-screws, They are
so hinged to the under side of the table-top
that they may brace open the leg-frames by
having their lower ends inserted in mortises
¥, that are cut in the cross-bars.

To fold the table, first loosen the thumb-
screws inthebracesI, and slide the parts back
tilithe entirebrace canliebetweenitshinge and
the upper cross-brace, k. Then turn the leg-
frames downupon the under sidé of the parts b
and d. - By so doing the part ¢ will be brought
tightly against the adjoining end of the part B,
which formsone end of the box A. Then draw

‘back the springs % in the hinges D, and fold the

part @ against the other extremity of the part
B. Then fold the part 6 downupontheupper
edge of the part B. Insert the eye 5 in the
hasp I, and hook the parts together. The
open corners of the box may be closed by a
flexible lining on the interior of the box.
Standing the box upon its bottom B, it can

| be conveniently filled with.whatever articles
are desired to be carried.. The top is then
closed and locked or otherwise fastened, and
the handle E raised sufficiently to pass the
hand around it. The whole device isthen as
portable as a portmanteau or gripsack.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— '

In a folding table, the combination of the
long section b, having a leg and its brace con-
nected to its under side, the section ¢, having
a leg connected to its under side, the short
section «, and the long section d, having the
side Brigidly secured to one edge, and theside
C loosely to the other, and having one of the
braces I secured to its underside, thesaid sec-
tions @ b ¢ d being hinged together substan-
tially as shown.

In testimony whereof I do affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN McKEOUGH.

Witnesses:
CHARLES E. ALLEN,

L. F. WILBUR.
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