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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBERT H. GREEN, of
Le Roy, in the county of Genesee and State of
New York, have invented a new and usefnl
Improvement in Letter-Files, which improve-
ment is fully set forth in the following speci-
fication and shown in the accompanying draw-
ings.

The object of my invention is to produce a

convenient letter-file, the same being con-
structed of parts combined and arranged sub-
stantially as hereinbelow specified, and more
particularly pointed out in the claims.
- Referring to the drawings, Figurelis a ver-
tical transverse section of the case of the let-
ter-file, taken as on the dotted line z in Fig. 3,
and viewed as indicated by arrow in said lat-
ter figure, drawn to show the interior working
parts of the same, parts being shown in full
and dofted line positions, and the portfolio
omitted; TFig. 2, a similar view of the operat-
ing parts of the same, showing another man-
ner of expanding or opening the mouth of the
case, parts being shown in two positions by
full and dofted lines; and Fig. 3 alongitndinal
vertical section of the case, taken on the dotted
liney in Fig. 1, and viewed as shown by arrow
in said latter figure, drawn to farther show the
parts within the case.

Referring to the parts, A is the case of the
letter-file, preferably made ofsubstantial paste-
board, formed of such size two ways as tohold
without folding common letter-sheets, and of
such thickness as to receive a portfolio with
a8 many or more poclkets or apartments as
there are letters in the English alphabet. The
case A is composed of two main parts, B and
C, one lapping or closing over the other, both
together forming five sidesof a complete rect-
angular inclosure or prism, said parts being
connected by a hinge-joint at ¢ along the hori-
zontal lower front corner of the case. When
thus joined, the open sides of the parts B and
C are turned toward each other, the part C
forming in part a cover for the part B, clos-
ing over on the outside of the same, and cov-
ering the broad open side thereof.

The main part I3 of the case is made up of
the back sheet of pasteboard, b, bottom sheet,
¢, and two similar and equal end or side sheets,
d d,all secured together to form a rectangular

inclosure, within which the portfolio It rests.

The other or lesser part, C, of the case is made
up of a front sheet, ¢, similar and equal to the
sheet b, above mentioned, and two sides or
end sheéts or flaps, f f, similar and equal to
the sheets dd, above mentioned, save that they
are cut across obliquely at the top, as shown
by dotted line g. The sheets e and f fare
joined to form three adjacent sides of a rect-
angular inclosure, a little wider than the in-
closure formed by the sheets b cand d d, above
described, so that when the two parts B and
Care putitogether to form the case A, as shown,
the sheets f f will close or lap over or on the
outside of the sheets d d, making the end walls
of the case of two thicknesses, d and f.

Near the bottom of the case each sheet d is
formed with a short circular slot, ., concentric
with the hinge-joint @, and a sbtud, 4, trans-
versely sectioned in the figure, is secured rig-
idly to the inner face or surface of each ad-
Jjacent overlapping sheet f in positionto reach
through a slot, &, and receive at its inner end
a simple head or button, 4. (Shown in dotted
circle in Tig. 1.) These studs and buttons—
one on each side of the case—serve to hold the
sheets f f at their lower ends in place against
the respectivesheetsd d. Near theupper part
of the case a longer circular slot, %, is formed
in each of the.sheets d d, concentric with the
joint at ¢, with a similar stud, ¢, secured to
each sheet f f, and projecting through the
respective slotsk, with a thin button, », (Shown
in dotted circle,) at the inner end of each,
which serves to hold the upper ends of the
sheets f /snugly against the end sheets, d d, of
the part B. The slots 2 and %, being councen-
tric with the hinge-joint at a, permit the part
Cof the case to be swungor tipped back away
from the part B, as shown in dotted lines.

The cover D of the case is held by a hinge-
joint, I, to the part B, and when closed laps
down over the outside of the part C, and thus
holds the parts B and C together, altogether
forming a comparatively perfect inclosure for
the portfelio and letters within.

In Fig. 1is shown a thin vertical disk, p,
pivoted on a pin, s, projecting horizontally in-
wardly from the inner face of the sheet d, mid-
way between the front and back sheets,  and
e. The disk is formed with a radial slot, ¢, in

position to also receive through it the stud o,
the button #, above mentioned, being on the
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inner faee (the one seen in Fig. 1) of the disk.
Bearing in mind the fact that the stud o is
rigid with the sheet f, it will be understood
that if the disk be turned upon its pivot in
5 the direction indicated by the arrow thereon
the part C of the case A will be forced back
to the position indicated by dotted lines—that
is to say, the mouth of the case will be ex-
panded to assist a person to more readily get
10 af the contents of the case. A bent connect-
*  ing-strap, u, is pivoted at one end at# to the
disk, and at the other end tothe inner surface
of one side of the eover at ¢’ in such position
that when the eover is opened it will turn the
15 disk and automatically expand the mouth of
the case, as stated, and when elosed will act
in the opposite direction and contract the
mouth of the case. Thus by simply opening
or closing the ¢cover, the case of the letter-file
will be expanded or contracted in a desirable
manner.

It is designed to have one of the automatic
openers and closers at each side of the case to
operate the part C alike and evenly at both
25 sides.

In Tig. 2 is shown an elastic cord, &', passed
around the buttons ¢’ ¢ and &', the two former
being secured to the sheet d, and the latter to
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the sheet f by means of a stud, f’, passing
through a slot, ¢, in the sheet d, similar to the 30
slot k in Fig. 1. As arranged, the tendency
of the cord is todraw the button @ toward the
buttons ¢’ ¢’ to the position shown in dotted
lines, in which position the mouth of the case
will be expanded, as above deseribed. This
serves to expand the mouth of the case, when
released, by opening the cover of the same;
but in this construction the case has tobe con-
tracted by a pressure of the hand when it is
wished to close the cover.

‘What I claim as my invention is—

A letter-file case consisting of the part B,
formed with slots ¢/, and provided with buttons
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'¢’yand the part C, provided with studs f, pass-

ing through said respective slots ¢, and but- 45
tons @, held at the inner end of the respective -
studs fin line with the buttons ¢/, said parts

B and C being joined by a hinge-joint, ¢, in
combination with elastic cord 0’, passed over
said buttons, substantially as and for the pur- 50
pose set forth.

ATBERT H. GREEN.

Witnesses:
E. B. WHITMORE,
M. E. FURLONG.



