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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE W. KNIGHT, OF BUTLER, ALABAMA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO
JOHN R. ADDISON, OF SAME PLACE.

INDICATOR FOR POST-OFFICE BOXES.

BPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No.342,021, dated May 18,1886,

Application filed April 7, 1885,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. KNIGHT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at But-
ler, in the county of Choctaw and State of
Alabama, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Post-Office Boxes; and'I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in

-post-office boxes, in providing an indicator for

notifying box-holders that they have valuable
mail-matter in the post-office.

The object of my improvements arve, first,
to provide postmasters with a convenient, cer-
tain, prominent, and permanent notice to box-
holders of valuable mail-matter in the office;
second, to afford the holders of post-office
boxes facilities for informing themselves when
there is valuable matter in the post-office ad-
dressed to them. I attain these objects by
mechanism illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, which form part of this specifica-
tion,

Figure 1 is a back view of one of a series of
post-office boxes, shewing my indicator attach-
ment secured to the edge of the box and in
position to be operated by the postmaster on
his side of the case of boxes. TFig.2is a front
view of one of the post-office boxes, showing
the words on the indicator through the glass
door for the view of the holder of the box.
Fig. 3 is a gide view of the fixture as it ap-
pears when detached from the box, Tig.4isa
front view of the indicator detached from the
post-office box, showing the ingeription there-
on.

Similar letters refer to similar parts in the
different views.

A is an indicator, which consists of a strip
of brass or other suitable metal, which I pre-
fer tomake about one-half inch wide and three
and one-half inches long, having a projection,
C,ononeside turned at right angles to the body
and about one-half an inch from its pivoted
end. Inone end of the indicator a hole is
formed for a screw, B, for its pivotal connec-
tion to the edge of the box; or, if preferred, I
may use a tack or nail in place of the screw.
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- The indicator A is pointed and turned over
at one end to form a handle or a loop, T, for
convenience in moving it into position for use,
as shown in TFig. 1, or in moving it one side
when not required. A countersink, D, is
made in the inetal strip near the handle to hold
the indicator perpendicular, and out of sight
when not in nuse by turning it up and spring-
ing the countersink D over the oval-headed
nail E in the edge of the box.

The indicator A has marked on its front sur-
face the words ‘“a valuable package,” which
are intended so as to be seen by the holder of
the box through the glass door from the front
side of the case. These words may be em-
bossed or engraved on the indicator-bar, or be
cut through the metal, as desired.

The edge of the projection C on the side of
the indicator-bar acts as a stop against the ver-
tical side of the box to hold the indicator hori-
zontally across the box when intended for
view from the front, and the side of the pro-
jeetion against the edge of the boxto act as a
stop when not in use to keep the indicator
from being shown in the wrong box by stop-
ping the bar just as the countersink D passes
over the oval-headed nail, which holds it in a
vertical position. '

The side view, Fig. 3, shows the indicator
slightly curved longitudinally, as will be read-
ily seen, thereby giving sufficient spring to
held it in place perpendicularly over the oval-
headed nail when not in use.

* Having deseribed my invention, what I

“claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. An indicator for post-office boxes, con-
sisting of a strip or bar pivotaliy secured to
one cdge of the back of the box, and having a
countersink in its handle end adapted to be
sprung over an oval head in the edge of the
box, and having an inseription on its front
side, said bar adapted to be turned across the
box to enable the box-holder fo see the inserip-
tion through the glazed front of the Lox, as
set forth. :

2. An indicator-bar for the back of post-
office boxes, having a projecting stop on its
edge to rest against the vertical side of the
box to hold the bar horizontally across its
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open end and to prevent the bar from passing
beyond the edge of the box when turned out
of view from the front, as set forth.

3. An indicator for post-office boxes, con-
sisting of a bar pivoted to the rear edge of
the box and having an inscription on its front
side adapted to be seen through the glazed
front of the box, said bar having a stop on its
edge to rest against the vertical side of the box
10 when the indicator is in position to be seen
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from the front and when turned out of view,
and a countersink in the handle end of the
bar adapted to be sprung over an oval head in
the edge of the box, to hold the bar in posi-

tion when out of view, substantially as shown, 15

and for the purpose set forth.
GEO. W. KNIGHT. [L.s.]
‘Witnesses:
J. C. CIHAPMAN,
R. T'. Moopy.



