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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, ABRATAM RANDOLPH
CorroN, a citizen of the United States of
America, residing at Versailles, in the county
of Woodford and State of Kentucky, have in-
vented cerfainnewand usefnl Improvementsin
Elevators; and I dohereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the invention,such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to letters or figures of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.

This invention relates to certain imiprove-
ments in the construction of tobacco-eleva-
tors. :

My improved elevator consists, essentially,
of a pair of cross-pieces adapted at their re-
spective ends to rest upon the tier-rails of a
tobacco-curing barn, and having pivoted con-
nection at or about their center to a tie-rail
and depending pulleys, two or more carrying-
rails having tobacco-carrying hooks, and a
system of cords for connecting the carrying-
rails. :

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of my improved
elevator. Fig. 2 represents a modification of
a portion thereof.

A represents the cross-pieces supporting the
carrying and elevating devices. These cross-
pieces are at each end recessed or cut away,
as shown at B, or otherwise suitably formed
to adapt them to fit and rest securely upon the
tier-rails A’ of a tobacco- curing barn. At

- their respective centers they are pivotally
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connected to a tie-rail, G, by pulley-bolts D,
from which depend, below the under side of
the cross-pieces, case-screw pulleys E. If pre-
ferred, however, the cross-pieces and tie-rail
may be pivotally connected together by bolts
@, and the case-screw pulleys B may be at-
tached to the sides of the cross-pieces, as rep-
resented in Fig. 2, or tothe under sides there-
of, as desired.

I represents the tobacco-carrying rails hav-
ing depending hooks G, upon which the to-
bacco to be cured is placed. These rails Fare
shown in the drawings as round, but they
may be of any desired shape. In each end of

the carrying-railsis a hole through which the
cord H, connecting the respective carrying-
rails I, passes. - This cord, as shown in the
drawings, passes around the upper portion of
the respective hooks and along the under side
of the lower rail, from thence up through the
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holes in the ends of the rail to and over the .

pulley on one of the cross-pieces, and from
thence down to and through one end of the
upper carrying-rail, thence around the hooks
on and through the other end of said upper
rail to and around - the pulley on the other
cross-piece. This cord is double at the point
between the cross-pieces and the upper carry-
ing-rail,and upon these doubled portions rings
I arestrung, to confine the respective portions
of the cord within its appropriate movements
and positions as the carrying-rails are raised
and lowered.

J represents the operating-cord,which con-
nects those portions of the cord extending be-
neath the respective carrying-rails and con-
nected to the ecarrying-hooks. Dy pulling
downward upon that portion of theoperating-
cord attached to the eord encireling the hooks

| on the lowest rail said lowest rail will be

drawn down and the other rail raised, while
on pulling downward upon that part of the
operating - cord connected to the upper rail
that rail will be lowered and the other one
raised.

By this construction the elevator can be
very readily suspended from the tier-rails of
a tobacco-curing barn by simply resting the
cross-pieces thereon, the recessing of the ends
of which adapts them to fit such tier-rails and

remain steadily in position thereon during the

operation of the carrier-rails. By pivotally
connecting the eross-pieces to the tie-rail said
cross-pieces and the tobacco-carrier can be
turned around and suspended from and sup-
ported on rails or beams, or other supports gen-
erally, it not being necessary that the tier-rails
or other supports for such ecross-pieces shall
extendin any particular direction. Moreover,
by reason of their pivotal connection to the
tie-rail they are adapted to be suspended from
tier-rails or other supports of varying dis-
tances apart, as the cross-pieces can be turned
ontheir pivotsto any desired angle, and aseach
cross-piece can be turned on its pivot inde-
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pendently of the other they can rest upon or
be suspended from a pair of beams or rails of
unequal distances apart.

By my improved construction the elevator
is easily worked, the simple pulling down
upon the operatlng cord being all that is nec-
essary to secure the raising and lowering of
either of the carriers, as desired. It has the
advantage of two carriers, one of which ecan
be loaded while the other is being unloaded.
It is capable of taking on either carrier two
or more sticks of tobaeco or only one stick
at a time, as may be desired. It is simple in
arrangement, easily and inexpensively con-
structed, can be fitted to any barn, and be
readily moved from one position to another.
The tie-rail serves to brace and steady the
cross - pieces in position, and prevent their

» moving or shlftlnw during the operation of
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the carriers.

Although I have shown and described my
elevator as especially adapted for the raising
and lowering of tobaceo, 1t is manifest that it

is equally well adapted for the raising and.

lowering of other articles.. For instance, one
or more hods or baskets or other receptacles
may be attached to the respective rails or bars
F, within which mortar, bricks, or other ar-
ticles may be contained, and by means of the
operating-cord raised to the desired points,

-and the elevator can equally well be employed

for transporting other articles from one story
to another, or from one height to another of
a building '

Having thus described my 1nvent10n what
I elaim is—

1. An elevator consisting of a tie-rail, cross-
pieces pivotally connected ‘thereto, pulley s de-

-pending from said cross-pieces, carrying bars

or rails adapted to receive the material to be
elevated, a cord or cords counecting said car-
riers and pulleys, and an operating-cord con-
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nected to said carriers for securing the alter-
nate raising and lowering of the carriers, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. An elevator having suspending cross-
pieces adapted to rest upon suitable supports,
a tie-bar to which said cross-pieces are pivot-
ally connected, pulleys depending from said
cross-pieces, rails or carriersadapted toreceive

the material to be elevated, and cords for con-’

necting and raising and 10we1 ing said carriers,
substantially as seb forth. .

: 3. An elevator consisting of suspending
cross-pieces adapted to rest or fit upon suit-
able supports, a tie-bar to which said. cross-
pieces are pivotally connected, pulleys de-
pending from said eross-pieces, rails or carriers
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adapted to receive the material to be elevated -

or Jowered, and the operative cords, and cords
connecting said ecarriers and pulleys for the
purpose of securing the alternate raising and
lowering of said carriers, substantially as set
forth.

4. An elevator consisting of suspending
cross-pieces adapted to rest or fit upon suit-
able supports, a tie-bar to which said cross-
pieces are pivotally connected, pulleys - de-
pending from said cross-pieces, rails or car-
riers having depending-hooks, a cord loosely
connecting said carriers and pulleys, to per-
mit of the free movement of said carriers in
opposite directions, an operative-cord for rais-
ing and lowering said ecarriers, and guide-rings
for maintaining the position and securing the
proper action of the connecting-cords, “sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my swnature in
presence of two witnesses.

ABRAHAM R. COTTON.

Witnesses:
‘W. S. BARBOUR,
A. SUBLETTE.
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