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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, HENRY Hoseus, of

Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State of |

New York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Banjos, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact deseription.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 is a rear view of a part of one of
my improved banjos. Tig. 2 is a sectional
elevation of the sawe, taken through the line
z z, Fig. 1.

The object of this invention is to provide
banjos construeted in such a manner as to have
a stronger and clearer tone than banjos con-
structed in the ordinary manner.

The invention consists in the combination,
with the rim, head, and stick of a banjo, of a
wire ring, supporting-brackets, regulating-
springs, and an adjusting-screw, as will be
bereinafter fully deseribed. ‘

A represents the rim, B the stick, C the
head, D the hoop, E the flesh-hoop, I the
hooks, and G the brackets, of an ordinary
banjo. To the inner side of the rim A are se-
cured the rear ends of brackets H, which in-
cline inward, and have their forward ends
curved outward and forward to form seats for
the wire ring IT. The wire ring T is made a
little smaller than the rim A, and is placed

concentric with and a little in front of the for-
ward edge of -the said rim.

J are two or more curved springs inter-
posed between the stick B and the head G,
and which cross each other at the center of
the banjo. The ends of the springs J are bent
forward, inward, and forward to form seats
for the wire ring I, against which they rest.

I is a hand-serew, which passes through a
serew-hole in the stick B at the center of the
banjo, and its forward end rests agaiost the
centers of the convex sides of the springs J,
8o that by turning the screw K the springs J
can be adjusted to regulate the tension of the
said springs, and consequently the pressure
of the wire ring I against the head C, and
thus regulate the tension of the said head.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— '

In a banjo, the combination, with the rim
A, the head C, and the stick B, of a wire ring,
I, of a less diameter than the said rim, sup-
porting-brackets H, tension-regnlating springs
J, and an adjusting-serew, K, substantially as
herein shown and described, wlhereby the ten-
sion of the head ean be readily regulated, as
set forth. '

: HENRY HOSEUS.

Witnesses:

Janes T. GrA®AM,
C. SEDGWICK.
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