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To all whom 7§ may CORCErr:

Be it known that I, Wirrianm H. CRITTEN-
DEN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Ruggles, in the county of Ashland, State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in IHopples, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to that class of hop-
ples commonly known as *‘cow-tail holders,”
and the object of the invention is to provide
a cheap, simple device that may be wmanipu-
lated with one hand, and which is adapted to
be clamped around the hock and the tail of a
cow to prevent the tail of the animal from
striking the person in the face when milking
her; and the invention cousists in certain fea-
tures of construction hereinafter desecribed,
and particularly pointed out in the claims,

Referring to the drawings, Figurel is a plan
view of a hopple constructed in accordance
with my invention. Fig.2representsthe hind
quarter of a eow with my hopple in position.
Trig. 3 is an end elevation illustrating the de-
vice used to lock the hopple in position.

Like letters indicate like parts in all the fig-
ures of the drawings.

Thedevice consists, principally, of two jaws,
A A, of irregular form, which are pivoted, as
at B/, to each other by means of a pivor, B.
The jaws A cross each other, and are extended
back of their pivot to form operating-levers
having loops or finger-guards G. Forward of
the pivot B the jaws are in shape adapted to
conform to the shape of the hock of a cow,
they diverging, and then converging, forming
the space A'. TForward of this space A’ the
jaws meet and again diverge, each in a semi-
circle, forming, when closed, a loop or circle,
E, adapted to clasp the tail of a cow.

The operation of the device will be readily
apparent, it being only necessary in order to
clamp the same around the tail and hock of a
cow to open it with the fingers, pass it around
the leg of the cow, and iusert the tail in the
proper place, and then spring the jaws to-
gether somewhat after the manner of using a
pair of shears, and as clearly shown in Figs.
1 and 2.

Tor the purpose of securing the jaws firmly
in alocked position and preventing their open-

. ing, T have formed at the extreme end of each

of the jaws a lug, ¥, upon one of which T
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monut a spring-cateh, I, which is adapted, in
this instance by an inclined lug, F?, (when the
jaws are brought together,) to slide over the
opposite lug F and take into a notch or de-
pression therein. )

As the cow’s tail is almost continually in
motion, it might be possible that the tail would
be withdrawn from the clamp, and to avoid
this I have provided upon the inner surface
of the jaws A, at that portion E thereof adapt-
cd to clasp the tail, a series of depending in-
wardly-extending spurs or studs, I, It will
thus be seen that by reason of the spurs be-
coming entangled in the hair of the tail the
same cannot bewithdrawn. Ido notconsider
these spurs essential, however, to a successful
operation of my.invention,and I may do away
with them entirely.

To remove the device, it is simply necessary
to detach the spring-cateh from the lug F by
pushing its free end from its position on the
lug and force the levers apart. :

I'rom the above description it will be seen
that I provide a simple, effective device that
may be easily and cheaply manufactured and
that may be.manipulated with one hand.

Having thus fally described my inveation
and its operation, what I claim, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A hopple of the class described, compris-
ing two jaws pivoted to each other and pro-
vided back of their pivot with operating-le-
vers and forwardly extended to form embrac-
ing portions for the hock and tail of a cow,
the ends of said jaws being provided with a
spring-clasp, substantially as specified.

2. The two jaws A, pivoted at B, and pro-
vided with the loops C, the hock-embracing
portion A’, the tail-embracing portion E, and
the clasp If, substantially as specified.

3. The jaws A, formed with the loops C, and
pivoted at B, and extended to form the hock-
embracing portion A’ and the tail-embracing’
portion B, said portion being provided with a
series of studs or spurs, F/, substantially as
specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM H. CRITTENDEN.
Witnesses: '
Rorrin C. POWERS,
DwicHT R. SACKELT,
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