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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THEODORE A. DENNIS,
acitizen of the United States, residing ab New-
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New

5 Jersey, have invented certain new and nseful
Improvements in Trunk-Catches; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact deseription of the invention, such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which

10 ibappertains to make and use the sawe, refer-

~ encebeinghad to the accompanying drawings,
and to letters of reference marked thereon,
whieh form a part of this specification.

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-

15 tion of a trunk to which the improved catch
is attached. Fig.2 is asectionalview through
line z of one of the catches, showing the rela-
tion of the parts whenthe cateh isinits holding
position. Fig. 3isasimilar view illustrating

20 thereleasing position of the cateh,the said view
being taken on the line y in Fig. 1. TFig. 4 is
a perspective view of a portion.of the pivoted
cateh shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3. Itigs. 5 and
8 are perspective views of the grooved catch-

25 ing-hook which issecured to the trunk-lid, Fig.
8, having a spring projecting into the groove.
Fig: 6 is a perspective view of a cap. Tig. 7

-is a sectional view, illustrating a modified
form of the pivoted catching-bar. TFig. 9isa

30 vertical section of the lower end of the catch
shown in Fig. 8, and Fig. 10 is a top view of
the simplest form of the pivoted catching-
bar.

In the above-described views similarletters

35 of reference are employed to indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The object of the invention is to provide a
trunk-catelh of simple and economical con-
struction and of positive and effective opera-

40 tion, the same consisting of a trunk-catch con-
structed and arranged substantially as indi-
cated in the drawings, and described and

~ claimed hereinafter.

A in theviews indicates the trank-body; B, -

45 the 1id thereof, and C the valance. To the
lid is secured a hoo]\, consisting of a plate, b,
which extends downward below the valance,
and is provided with a recess or groove, 0,
therein,with which the catching-bar, attached

50 to .the body of the trunk, engages when the

said bar is operated to fasten the lid and body
of the trunk together. The said groove may
be of any slnpe but is preferably semicircu-
lar, as indieated in the drawings. -Should it
be considered desirable, a spring, ", may be 55
so arranged as to press against the catching-
bar to prevent any disengagement of said bar
from the groove while the trunk is being
roughly handled. Asindicated in Figs. Sand
9, the hoolk is recessed and a spring-piece, 0%, 60
secured in or at the back thereof, projects
through the recess 0% substantially as shown.
The. pivoted or 1otat1no catching-bar may be
made in a variety of ways, several of whiech
are illustrated in the drawings, Fig. 10 show- 65
ing the simplest form of the bar, Whieh consists
of a eylindrical body, b*, recessed at 3% leav-
ing a segmental portion, 0% which engages
with the groove inthehook. Annulargrooves
b may be made in the bar,which receives the 7o
staples by whieh the bar is pivotally secured
to the trunk. By turning the bar sothat the
segmental portion d° clears the groove in the
hook, the recess ?° permits the upwmd pas-
sage of the said hook therethrough as the lid 735
islifted. This form of the catching-bar may
be provided with a suitable finger-piece for
rotating the same.
In Flos 1, 2, 8, and 4 is illustrated a form
of the catchmo device having two plates, ¢ ¢, 8o
formed eccenmically or with a bulging 1)01
tion, ¢, as in Figs. 1, 2, and 4 ftbove men-
tioned, or wmhout S"le portion ¢, as shown in
Fig. 7. Connecting said plates is a catching-
bar, ¢, which enters into holding engagemenb 85
with the groove in the hook b when operated
for that purpose, and may connect the centers
of the plates and be thrown from its holding.
engagement with the hook by the eccentric or
bulging portion « engaging with the trunk- go
body when the bar is tmned as indieated in
Fig. 3, or may extend bebween the plates a «'

-off the centers thereof, as in Iig. 7, and disen-

gaged from the hook by the snnple rotation of

the said plates by the finger-piece d. 95
The catching-bar may “be of any form in

cross-section, either circular or rounded, poly-

hedrieal, or segmental, ag desirable. The seg-

mental - form, as illastrated in the drawings,

is considered preferable, as the arc or carved rtoo
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portion readily engages the groove 0’, in the
hook, while the flat side allows the hook to
pass When that side is turned toward the said
hook.

The rotating catching-bar may be pivotally
secured to the trunk by staples e, by caps f,
or in any well-known manner. The project-
ing or bulging portion « not only serves to
throw the catehing-bar away from the hook,

> but also holds the finger-piece away from the

trunk, as indicated in Fig. 8. The same re-
sult may be effected by formingthe end of the
finger-piece as shown in Fig. 7, both of these
constructions being designed to allow the in-
sertion of the finger between the piecedand the
trunk to throw the said finger-piece down into
its fastening position. (bhownm Figs.2and7.)
The disengagement of the bar from the hook
is effected by simply turning the said bar by
means of the finger-picce untll the bar clears
the groove in the hook, thus permitting the
passage of the hook through the recess or open-
ing in the catching-bar and the lifting of the
lid of the trunk. The reverse of this opera-
tion, after the lid has been closed, restores the
eatchmg bar to its holding enoadement with
the hook.

The pivotal motion of the catching-bar, as
will be evident from the foregoing descr iption,
is in an axial line at right angles to the line
of movement of the hook toward and from
the said bar, thereby securing the resisting
strength of the bar throughout 1ts entirelength.
The catching dev1ce——b0th the bar and hook—
is, further, of the utmost simplicity in con-
struction having no complicated arr: angement
of parts which areliable to become disarrs anged,
and because of its simplicity the parts can be
made very strong and durable.

Having descubed the invention, T wish to
claim the following:

1. In a trunk- cateh the combination, with
a hook provided with a groove, of a rotating
catching-bar turning pivotally in an axial line
at right angles to the line of movement of
the hook toward and from said bar and en-
gaging with the groove in said hook when in
its fastening position, and having arecess there
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in which, when said eatching-bar is rotated
and dlsenga.ged from the hook, permits the pas-
sage of the said hook therethrough, substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

2. In a trunk-catch, the combination,with a
hook having a groove therein, of a rotatmg

segmental catching-bar,theare orroundedside =

of which engages with the groove in the hook
when said catchmv bar is in its fastening po-
sition and which elems the said hook when
said bar is rotated and the flat side of the
same is turned next to the grooved hook, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

3. Inatrunk-catch, the combination, with a
hook having a groove therein, of a Iomtmw
catehmg -bar extending between annular plates
@ a’ off the axis of rotation thereof and turn-
ing therewith, said bar being thrown into en-
gagemenb Wit,h the grooved plate, and disen-
gaged therefrom by the rotation of the annular
plates, substantla,lly as and for the purposes
set forth,

4, In a trunk-eatch, the combination of a
hook having a groove therein, a segmental
catching- bax, annular plates: provided with a
bu]gmg portion or projection thereon, and
formed integral with the eatching-bar, and a
finger-piece formed on said annular p]ates all
said parts being arranged and operating sub-
stantlal] y as and for the purposes set; forth.

In a trank-catch, the combination of a
hook having a recessed groove therein, and a
spring pro_]ectmg into sald groove thr 0u0h the
recess therein for the purpose set forth, a ro-
tating eatching-bar having a recess, %, there-
in, the portion  0° of said bar elwagmg with the
gxooved hook, which, when the said bar is
turned from its holdmg engagement, is free to
pass through the said recess b i in the bar, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
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huve hereunto set my hand this 5th day of go

Jannary, 1886.
THEO. A. DENNIS.

Witnesses:
CHARLES H. PELL,
FrEDK. F. CAMPBELL.
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