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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Fravcis H. RICHARDS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Springfield, in the county of Hampden, State

5 of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and nseful Improvements in Paper-Fasteners,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
flexible paper-fasteners, the objeet being to

1o furnish an improved fastener of fibrous fabrie,
as paper or cloth, having four free ends, and
which may be attached to the papers fastened
therewith, as hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the drawings accompanying and forming

15 a part of this specification, Figure 1 is a top
or side viewof a piece of fabricsuch as I have
-used for making myimproved fastener, Fig.
2 1s an edge view of the same, having on one

. side a layer of adhesive snbstance. Fig. 3 is

20 an edge view of the fastener when made of
two of the pieces shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is
an edge view showing how the free ends are
bent down when the fastener is nsed. Pig. 5
is a side view of thefastener bent as in Fig. 4,

25 the parts being attached together by sewing.
Trig. 6 is a side view of a pawmphlet, the sheets
of which are held together with my improved
fastener. TFig. 7 is a section in line b b, Fig.
6. Fig. 8 isa view similar to Fig. 6, showing

30 the fastener having an additional improve-
ment. " Fig. 9 is a section in line ¢ ¢, Fig. 8.

Similar characters designate like parts in
all the figures.

The blanks for making my improved fast-

35 ener are flat pieces of any saitable flexible
material—such, for instance, as the short strip
A of paper or textile fabric shown in Fig. 1,
which strip may of course be modified in va-
rious ways and degrees as to its form and pro-

40 portions.

In Fig. 2, B designates a blank of textile
fabrie, while C is a coating of adhesive mate-
rial, as gum, on one side thereof.

Having prepared the blanks, I take two of

45 them and unite them at line« ¢, Fig. 1, by any

i
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convenient means—as, for instanece, stitching
with thread, as at 3, Fig. 3. 'When used, the
fastener thus made of two thicknesses is first
put through a slit in the sheets to be fastened,
and the four free ends beut outward, as in go
Fig. 4, when the uniting-stitches 3 will appear
somewhar as indicated in Fig. 7.

P designates a pamphlet, book, or pile of
sheets to be fastened, having slits 4, through
which the fasteners may be inserted, as shown 55
by dotted lines at 5, Fig. 7. This being done,
the four ends are bent down on and, being
wetted, stick to the outer sheets, as shown.

An additional improvement consists in one
of the free ends being longer than the others, 6o
as shown by dotted lines at 6, Fig. 3. When
inserting this form of fastener, the long end is
bent over the back of the pamphlet and over
(or under) the opposite one, as well shown in
Figs. 8 and 9. ' :

My improved fastener not only has double
the holding power, because of the two blanks
forming it, of one consisting of a single blank,
bat being united as described it holds the pa-
per from being torn apart at the slit. ~Prac- 7o
tically, the fastener overcomes the weakness
due to the slit, leaving the sheet as strong, if
not stronger, than before.

Having thus described my invention, I

claim—
. 1. The improved article of manufacture
herein described, comprising a paper-fastener
made of flexible material and having four free
ends gummed on one side, substantially as set
forth, and for the purpose specified.

2. The improved -article of manufactare
herein described, comprising a paper-fastener
formed of two similar blanks of fabric united
at the middle and having four free ends
gummed on oneside, substantially as set forth. 85
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Witnesses:
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