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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ERNEST ALBERT KIT-
TELL, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Waterloo, inthe county of Black Hawk and

5 State of Iowa, have invented a new and use-

ful Improvement in Files, of which the follow-
ing is a specification, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to improvements in

10 files especially adapted for use by druggists
for filing physicians’ prescriptions; and the
novelty consists in the constraction, combina-
tion, and arrangement of parts substantially
as hereinafter fully set forth,and particularly

15 poinfed out in the claims.

My invention has for its object the provi-
sionofafile whichshall compactly file away let-
ters, preseriptions, and the like, take up but a
small space, permit of the ready and conven-
ient reference to any number preseription,
&c., cheap of manufacture, and simple and
durable in construction.

I am aware that a file for letters, papers, and
the like has been nsed which consists of a se-
ries of strips of paper or thelikeseecured at each
of its ends and arranged one below the other
down a page or base-board, leaving an inter-
~ mediate space between each slip,below which
the prescription is placed, leaving a small
portion thereof exposed; but this device soon
becomes unsightly and bulky in appearance,
and will not compactly file the prescription,
and does not permit of the ready reference to
the prescriptions, &e.

In the drawings hereto -annexed, Figure 1
is a perspective view of one of the sections of
my file with the cover orleaf thereof extended.
Fig. 2 is a like view of an inclosing-case con-
taining a number of the sections shown in Fig.
1 indexed or numbered for their convenient
reference. Tig. 83 is a view showing one of
the sheets or slips of a two-sheet file-section
properly cut to be woven or locked together
with another sheet of like construction. Fig.
45 4 is a view showing one step of locking two

of the sheets or slips together of a two-sheet
file-section. F'ig. 5 is a view showing another
step of locking the two sheets together. Fig,
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6 is a view showing two of the leaves woven
5o or locked together. Fig. 7 is a view of one of
the sheets of a three-sheet file-section. Fig.

8 is a view showing the manner in which the
first two sheets are locked together. Fig. 9
is a view showing the manner of connecting
the third. sheet of the two previously-locked
sheets. Tig. 10 is a view showing the man-
ner of weaving. Fig. 11isa perspective view
showing a three-sheet file-section locked or
woven together.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
in all the figures of the drawings, referring to
which—

A designates the inclosing-case, preferably
rectangular in form,and made of wood, paste-
board, or any other preferred material, and
having a cover, A/, hinged or otherwise se-
cured thereto.

B designates the file-sections, a number of
which are adapted to be compactly stored in
the case A, each section being numbered con-
secuntively and provided-with projecting tags
or indexes b, preferably secured at their up-
per outer edgesinanysuitable manner.  Kach
file-section B comprises, essentially, a base
piece or board, ¥, and two or more pages, b?,
the latter being connected together, as pres-
ently described, and secured to one edge of
the base-board o’ by means of glue or in any
other preferred manner. :

To connect the leaves or pages of the file-
section securely together, and to prevent their
loss or displacement from the section, T lock
or weave them together at one of their edges,
leaving the other edge free.

I take two sheets or slits to form a sheet or
file-section, C (', of paper, and cut them as
shown in Fig. 8 of the drawings—that is to
say, each sheet is eut into a series of slips or
sections, ¢, the cuts extending from one edge
of the sheet or slip nearly across the entire
width of the sheet, as at ¢/, and terminating
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-at & point, «, a short distance from the oppo-

site edge, asshown. The sections or slips are
of equal width, and the cuts ¢ are equidistant
from each other. Each of the sections are pro-
vided at the edge ¢’ of the sheet, where they
are connected to the adjacent section ¢, with
one inecision or notch, f, when but two sheets
or slips are to be connected or woven to-
gether, thus providing tongues, ¢, to each
section e, and in order to connect said slips
together they are laid one onfop of the other,
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so that the notch f in the upper seetion of the
top sheet engages the notch or shounlder ¢ be-
tween the upper sections of the adjacent or
lower sheet, the top section lying a short dis-
tance from the upper edge of the lower section,
as clearly shown in Figs. 4,5, and 6. The sec-
ondslip orsection of the lower sheet is now bent
over the second slip of the top section, so that
the notched shoulder & or notch between the
first and second sections thereof will interlock
with the notch f of the second section of the
top sheet, thus assuming the position of the
under sheet, and these successive movements
of interlocking the notches & with the notches
/ of the tongues ¢ to the section ¢ are repeated
until the desired number of sections e are
woven or connected together. This arrange-
ment leaves the slips or sections of each sheet
interlocked with and partially overlapping
each other, being successively and alternately
exposed for one-half their width on their up-
per edges and faces, as will be readily under-
stood.

To weave or interlock three of the sheets to-
gether, each sheet D D' D* is cut to provide
the slips or sections 4, and at their connected

edges each section or slip is provided with two

spaced-apart incisions or notches, j 5, to pro-
vide tongnes K K'. (See Fig. 7.) The sec-
ond noteh j' of the first or upper section of
the third underlying sheet I is interlocked
with the notch e between the first and second
sections i of the second sheet or slip D’, thus
causing the second notch, j, of the upper sec-
tion, i, of the second sheet D’ to register with

the first notch j of the npper section, i, of the

third sheet. The inner edge, I, of the first
section ¢ of the first sheet D is now inserted in
the registering-notches j j* of the second and
third sheets I’ D% respectively, and the sec-
ond or intermediate sheet I’ is folded over so
that the inner edge, I, of the second section ¢
thereof rests in the registering-notches j j/ of
the second section ¢ of the two upper sheets
D D*. The lower sheet D is now folded over
so that its notch  fits the registering-notches
J' j* of the sheets D’ D?, thus causing each sheet
and its contained sections to successively as-
sume the positions of first, second,or interme-
diate, and third or bottom sheets, and when
one of said sheets constitute the bottom sheet
it is folded over its fellow sheets to cause the
inner edge, [, between its adjacent sections 4,
to fit in the registering-notches j j* of the sec-
tions ¢ of the remaining sheets, and this method
is continued until all the sections ¢ have been
locked or woven together.

The number of sheets employed can be va-
ried to suit the requirements of the case, the
number of incisions and tongues correspond-
ing to the number of sheets employed, and the
exposed face of eachslip or section is designed
to receive a letter, prescription, or the like,
and is indexed and numbered, as shown in
Fig. 1.

The sheets or pages,after having been woven
together, are secured to a base piece or board

by means of mucilage, glue, or other devices,
and the prescriptions are secured to the slips
or sections e to leave a portion of the same ex-
posed, and the sections are numbered consecu-
tively from top to bottom, or vice versa, for
convenient reference thereto.

If desired, the slips or sections e ! may be
gummed or have a dried adhesive substance
on their upper edges, to which the bills, let-
ters, &e., may be quickly secured by moisten-
ing the said gummed portion.

Each section B may have covers B’ secured
thereon inany preferred manner, and the base-
board ¥’ is provided on its under surface with
one or more strips, §°, of paste or straw board
or other material, glued or otherwise secured
thereon, the thickness of thestrips being equal
to the outer edge of the said board &', thus
causing the file-section B to be of equal depth
or thickness at both edges to present a neat
appearance and fit closely and compactly with-
in the inclosing-case A when stored away.
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Each page may have one or more rows of go

slips, 8%, extending from the top toward the
bottom thereof, and when it is desired to em-
ploy two rows the sections extend but half-
way across the base-board, as is obvious.

In practice 1 prefer to employ four sheets,
two of whichareinterlocked, asdescribed, and
extend half-way aeross the base-board, while
the other two are similarly connected and oc-
cupy the remaining outer half of the base-
board. Each sheet is provided with twenty-
five sections, and, there being four sheets or
pages, the file-section is thus capable of com-
pactly receiving one hundred bills or pre-
scriptions. Each section may be made with
a greater nuinber of pages, or the pages may
contain a larger number of slips than that
above described, and the case may be made
sufficiently large to contain from ten to any
higher number of the sections. It will thus
be seen that a prescription, bill, or other pa-
per can be readily and quickly consulted, the
number thereof having been first ascertained
from an index-book, and the section contain-
ing that number having been withdrawn from
the case A, the prescription can be readily
found by merely turning the leaves of the sec-
tion, each slip of the page being numbered fa-
cilitating the finding thereof. By turning or
folding over the slip below the one it is de-
sired to consult the whole face of the bill or
prescription is exposed to view, so that mis-
takes in putting up the compound will not be
made by looking at another prescription, as
frequently happens when the prescriptionsare
placed on a wire, rod, or file, where those above
are liable to fall down. Inmydevice there is
but one prescription exposed to view, and that
is the one that it is desired to consult.

It will be observed that afile constructed in
accordance with my invention issimple, cheap,
and durable, that the prescriptions, &e., can
bereadily and quickly filed away,and that they
can be almost instantly found and consulted.

Having thus fully described my invention,
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what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a file, a file-section comprising a base-
board and two ormore pagescut transversely
nearly theirentire width and interlocked at one
of their edges and seeured upon the base-board,
substantially as deseribed.

2. In a file of the class described, a section
having a base-board and two or more pages
secured at one of their edgesthereto, the pages
being cut into sections adaptedto overlap one
another and interlocked together at their

‘edges, substantially as desecribed.

3. As a new article of manufacture, a file-
section comprising a base-board, two or more
leaves or pages suitably secured at one edge
thereto, and a protecting-cover,-each page be-
ing cut transversely into sections, and each
section having a series of euts adapted to in-
terlock with the cuts on the sections of the ad-
Jacent page, substantially as deseribed.

4. As a new article of manufacture, a file-

.section comprising a base-board having astrip,

b, a series of leaves or pages arranged in two
rows longitudinally of the base-board and se-
cured theretoat one of their edges,anda cover,
the leaves or pages of each row being cut trans-
versely into sections adapted to overlap one
another, and each section having a series of
cuts at one of its edges which are adapted to
interlock with the next page, substantially as
described. :

5. In a file, the combination,with an inclos-
ing-case, of a series of file-sections normally
inclosed within the case and adapted to be
withdrawn therefrom, each file-section having
two or more leaves locked together at one of
theiredges and having a series of overlapping
sections which are adapted to receive a bill,
&c., substantially as described.

6. As an article of manufacture, a file com-
prising aninclosing-caseand a series of consec-
utively - numbered file-sections normally in-
closed within the case and adapted tobewith-
drawn therefrom, each file-section having a
cover and two or more pages interlocked to-
gether at one of their edges, and having a se-
ries of overlapping sections to receive a bill,
prescription, and the like, substantially as de-
scribed. :

7. A file-section comprising a base and two
or more sheets interlocked together at one of
their edges, and provided with overlapping
sections to receive a bill, letter, and the like,
substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed mysignaturein
presence of two witnesses.

ERNEST A. KITTELL.
- VWVitnesses: '

R. P. FOWLER, -
J. L. HENDERSON.
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