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. Lo all whom it may concern:
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Beit known that I, HENRY STOLTE, of Troy,
in the county of Madison and State of Illinois,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
mentsina Combination ofa Writing-Desk with
a Bureau or other Piece of Furniture; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
whichitappertains tomake and use the same,
reference being had to theaccompanying draw-
ings, and to lettersof reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to a special construc-
tion of furniture whereby I amenabled to com-
bine with a bureau, dressing-case, cabinet,
wash-stand,sideboard, orsimilar article a writ-
ing-desk, the combination being such as to en-
tirely conceal the desk with the article of far-
niture when the former is not needed for use.

By way of illustrating the character of my
invention, I have shown it as a desk and bu-
reaun combined.

Figure I shows the same with the desk con-
cealed in the bureaun. Fig. II shows a trans-
verse vertical section of Fig. I. Fig. III shows
the desk raised above the bureau, and Figs.
IV and V show details.

A is the bureau, though it may be any other
piece of upright furniture having sufficient
height and sufficient depth from front to rear
to afford space at its rear part to receive the
rising and falling desk B, the drawers C of the
bureau havinga depth from front to rear such
as not to interfere with the desk in its move-
ments.

At the back of the bureau may be attached
a mirror, as usual, the desk being arranged to
rise and fall in front of such mirror.

The appliances for operating the desk to
raise it for use and for lowering it out of sight
when not in use are as follows: The tongues
of tongued guide-bars d on the back of the bu-
reau enter the grooves of guide-bars ¢ on the
back of the desk. These serve to steady the
desk in its vertical movements. To thelower

part of the back of the desk are attached cords
/g, each of which passes over its respective
pulley % or ¢ on the inside of the bureau, back
near its top, and these cords are at their other
ends connected to a balancing-weight, K, and

which may be made of any desired weight, to

easily raise or materially assist in raising the

desk whendesired. This weight may be made
hollow or with & cavity in its top to receive
other smaller weights, if need be, and by this
means the variable weight of the desk caused
by the varying weight of books and papers
from time to time contained in it can be ad-
justed as need be, and the desk kept as near
as desired in equipoise with the weight.

As apositive means of raising the desk read-
ily, whatever may be the weight of its contents,
I have provided the following means, namely:
A cord, I, is secured at one end to the back of
the bureau, or ab any other convenient pars,
and thence passes downward and through any
apprepriate guide-eye, m, or guides (or over
pulleys, if preferred) at the bottom of the desk,
thence upward through a guide-eye, n, or pul-
ley beneath the top of the bureau, and thence
through a hole, o, in the front of the bureau-
frame, its free end having a knob, button, or
handle, p. On this cord is hung a sliding
weight, ¢, which serves to pull the cord back
to place when the desk is raised up.

As a means for fastening the desk in its
raised position, I employ the following de-
viees, viz: On the under side of the top of the
bureau (or other piece of furniture, as the case
may be) I arrange slides » 77, adapted to enter
slots or mortises s &' made in the desk near its
bottom, and when the slides engage with such
mortises they prevent the descent of the desk.
Each of these slides is operated by a lever, ¢,
fulerumed at or about its center, and connect-
ed by one of its arms to its respective slide #
or 7, and each of these levers ¢ ¢ has its other
arm connected, and it is operated by a slide
or sliding pin, u, whose forward end projects
through the front of the bureau just beneath
the projecting ledge of its cover. By pulling
outward this sliding pin % the back ends of
slides 7+ are pushed into the mortises s &', and
by pushing inward the pin » the slides are
again released from the mortises and the desk
can be lowered and concealed within the piece
of furniture.

The lid v of the desk is hinged to itnear its
bottom, (see v* in Fig. 2,) and upon raising
the desk to its proper height the lid may be
let down, extending considerably beyond' the

€o

65

70

75

8o

85

[s]e]

95

100



10

T

20

-

5

2

front of the bureau, (or other piece of furni-
ture,) togiveampleroom for the legs and knees
of the writerto extend freely under it, andany
desired inclination may be given to this lid,
thus serving as a writing-table, by predeter-
mining the height relatively to the top of the
bureau at which the 1id shall be hinged to the
desk; orthere may be two or more sets of mor-
tises s for the slides 7, so that the desk may
be sustained at different heights, if desired, so
as to vary the inclination of the opened lid.

It will be evident that if the bureau be a
long one and the desk.a narrow one the bu-
rean-drawers may be made to extend all the
way back at the two sides of the desk.

The closed desk may be locked to the bu-

| reau, &c., by any style of lock adapted to the |

purpose, and its lid may of course be also
locked before the desk is lowered, thus afford-
ing double security.

Among the advantages of my invention may
be named the following: The desk may be
closed and locked, if desired, before it is low-
ered and concealed. Themirror of theburean
or cabinet remains undisturbed by the raising
or lowering of the book-case or writing-desk.
The door of the desk serves the double purpose
ofadoor and of a writing-table. Thelength of

2
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the drawers of an ordinary burean are not
shortened in order to combine it with the desk. 3o

I claim—

1. Tn combination with a bureau or dress-
ing-case, a writing-desk arranged to be con-
cealed within and to be vertically raised out of
the rear part of the same, and having a hinged
front 1id which, being turned down when the
desk is raised, serves as a writing-table.

2. A bureau or dressing-case having an or-
dinary stationary mirror at its rear, a set of
drawers at its front, and an intermediate coun-
terpoised writing-desk provided with a hinged
lid adapted to serve as a writing-table, the desk
being arranged to be lowered and concealed
within the case.

3. In combination with the vertically-mov-
able desk within the piece of cabinet-furniture,
the pull-cord T, secured to the cabinet or case
and extending downward and under thedesk,
and thence upward through an opening in the
cabinet or.case, and provided with a weight, 5o
g, arranged to slide on such cord, all substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

HENRY STOLTE.
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Witnesses:

J. H. STIENHATUS,
G. W. HASSINGER.




