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%o all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, ROBERT G. VALENTINE,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Flatbush, Kings county, New York, have
invented a new and useful Improvement in
Box-Straps, of which the following is a.speci-
fication. .

The object of my invention is to make a box-
strap that will prevent boxes to which it isap-
plied from being opened without that fact es-
caping notice; and to this end my invention
consists in combining with an ordinary iron
wire an adjustable tin check or slide, con-
structed substantially as deseribed, which ean
be shifted to any position desired and there
nailed to the box around which the iron wire
is placed.

Intheaccompanying drawings, forming part
of this specification, Figure 1'represents a per-
spective view of a box with my invention ap-
plied thereto. Tig. 2 is a view of one of the
checks or slides before its application to a
wire, and Fig. 3 is a view showing a slide
closed over a wire.

I use for wire to encircle or surround the
box to be strapped any ordinary iron wire, A,
of sufficient pliability to bend readily around
the edges of the box. In combination with
such a wire I use a tin check or slide, B, to be
nailed to the box or case. This tin check I
make, preferably, of the configuration illus-
trated; butasits form may be varied to a con-
siderable extent I do not desire to limit myself
strictly to the form shown. Neareachend of
the check or slide a hole, C, is made, through
which the nail D is driven, which secures said
slide in place. The check or slide may be
used flat, as shown in part of Fig. 1, or it may
be bent over onto itself with the wire resting
in the fold of the same, as shown in another
part of said figuré. The slide, as will be read-
ily seen, is adjustable on the wire, and can be
shifted to any place on the same where it is
desirable that a nail should be driven to se-
cure the slide and wire to the box. When the
slide is used flat, the wire may restin a groove
in the box, so that said check orslide will lie
close to the box. Instead of this, the slide
may have a single transverse corrugation, and
the wire resting on top of the box may lie in
I prefer, however, not to
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use the check in the flat condition, but to bend
it over onto itself, in which form it may more
properly be styled a ‘‘slide,”” although I in-

tend this term toapply as well tothe check in 55
its flat form. When I use the folded-overs

slide, T preferably secure thesame to the box
alternately on opposite sides of the wire, as
shown. The nail which secures the strap to
the box is placed at some distance from the
wire, so that its head will rest wholly on the
slide, and when thenail has been driven home
said head will be in such close contact with
the slide that it will not be possible to with-
draw the nail without injaring or breaking
the slide. If any nail-drawing instrument
should be used under the slide in order to
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draw the nail, it would result in breaking the

tin slide, and this would furnish evidence
that the box had been tampered with. To
attempt to draw the nail by inserting a lever
under the wire would be equally fatal to
the integrity of the slide. To afford still
greater security against unauthorized opening
of the box, I cut or indent or perforate each
slide near its holes, so that when the securing-
nail is driven home the part E within the cuts,
indentations, or perforations is depressed by
the head of the nail below thelevel of the outer
portion, G, thus entirely preventing the in-
sertion of any nail-extracting tool under the
head of the nail, and if such a tool should be
inserted under the slide the latter would be
ruptured, because the cuts, indentations, or
perforations H have weakened the same. I
may also extend the cuts or indentations along
the sides of the slides, as shown in the draw-
ings, so that the insertion of a nail-extracting
tool at any point is sure to result in the mu-
tilation of theslide. The ends of the wire en-
circling the box are passed by each other for
a greater or less distance, and are bent at right
angles at about one-half an inch or more from
their ends and driven into the wood of the
box. Ciose to the place where the bent ends
I are driven into the box a slide or slides are
nailed down, thus preventing the withdrawal
of the wire.

The advantages T claim for this improved
box-strap are that its slides are adjustable on
the wire, whereby the places for driving nails
may be selected, instead of being arbitrarily
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fixed, as is the case with the wire box-straps

with which I am familiar, and that after the

slide is nailed down the nail cannot be removed

without mutilating or completely destroying
5 the said strap.

By using this box-strap on a box it is im-
possible to remove anything therefrom with-
out mutilating the straps and thus furnishing
evidence of an unauthorized opening of the

10 box during transportation.
All business men are aware that cases of
liguors, cigars, boots and shoes, patent medi-
- cines, bitters, &ec., are often opened while in
transit aud a part of their contents abstracted.
This is easily done with the ordinary wood or
twisted-iron-wire strap without leaving any
evidence of such abstraction; but withthebox-
strap herein described the customer receiving
the goods can protect himself by inspecting the
20 box or case before giving receipt to the trans-
. portation company therefor, and refusing to
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accept thesame when the tin slides are broken,
showing that the box has been tampered with.

Having thusdeseribed my invention, what T

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is— ‘
1. The combination, with a wire,of a metal
slide perforated for the passage of securing
means and cut, perforated, or indented near
said first-named perforations, substantially as
described.

2. A metal slide perforated for the passage
of seecuring means and weakened adjacent to
said perforations, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

Intestimony whereof I have signed my name
in the presence of two witnesses.

ROBERT G. VALENTINE.

Witnesses:
H. C. HEBBARD,
WM. C. BEHRENS.
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