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Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, DANTEL M. LEFEVER,
of Syracuse, in fhe county of Onondaga, in
the State of New York, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Breech-Loading
Fire-Arms, of which the following, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
is a full, clear, and exact description.

This inventionrelates to the class of breech-
loading guns which have the hammers con-
cealed,and are designated ‘‘hammerless guns,”’
and in which the hanimers are cocked auto-
matically when opening the breech.

The invention consists in improved means
for effecting the automatic cocking of the
hammers, as hereinafter fully described, and
specifically set forth in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figures I
and IT are longitudinal sections of that partof
a gun to which my invention is applied, and
showing the invention in different positions.
Figs. I1I and IV are enlarged end views of
the breech-piece and fore-end strap -respect-
ively, and Fig. Vis an enlarged detached side
view of the lever or cam which actuates the
push-bar by which the hammer is thrown in
a cocked position.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A represents the breech-picee, on the end
of which the barrels B are hinged, and C de-
notes the fore-end strap by which the barrels
abut against the end of the breech-piece, in
the usual manner.

H represents the hammer, and ) the rod or
push-bar, which is extended longitudinally
through the breech-piece, and abuts against
the shonlder %, which is formed on the ham-
mer above the pivot thereof, the funetion of
said push-bar being to throw the hammer into
its coeked position. The power required for
that purpose I obtain by the following instru-
mentalities: In deseribing the same I will
confine myselfl to one set of mechanism, as it
is obvious that said mechanism is duplicated
in a double-barreled gun. In a vertical slot,
s, in the end of the breech-piece is situated a
lever or cam, «, whieh is pivoted at its upper
end either by a pin passing through it, or in
any other suitable and well-kuown manner.
The lower end of the lever ¢ hears with its

back on the forward end of the push-bar b,
which slides longitudinally in a channel ex-
tending obliquely through the breech-piece.
The front of said lever is formed with a cam-
face, «’,which projects forward from the lower
portion of the lever. In the fore-endstrap C
is situated a lug, e, arranged to traverse and
impinge the cam-face a’ of the lever & toward
the pivoted end thereof during the tilting of
the barrels into their open position. Said im-
pingement pushes the free end of the lever «
rearward, and this in tarn pushes the bar &
also rearward, and thereby throws the ham-
mer into a cocked position, as shown in Fig. 1
of the drawings.

In order to take up the wear on the ends of
the push-bar b and on the levera, I render the
lug ¢ adjustable toward said lever by provid-
ing the fore-endstrap C with a screw-threaded
orifice, facing the cam-face ¢’ of the lever a,
and providing the lug ¢ with corresponding
screw-threads. By turningsaid lug it can be
seb toward the lever ¢ to compensate for the
aforesaid wear.

I am aware that prior to my invention ale-
ver has been pivoted on the fore-end strap and
arranged to traverse at one end an eccentricor
cam-shaped projection onthe breech-pieceand
bear with itsopposite end on the cocking push-
bar. This not only differs materially from my
invention in the order of things, but also is
inferior to my invention, in that it throwsthe
entire strain on the pivot of the lever, and
consequently rapidly wearsout, and is easily
broken. ‘

Having deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In an antomatic-cocking breech-loading
gun, the combination, with the fore-end strap,
the hammer, and the push-bar extending lon-
gitudinally through the breech-piece, of the
lever «, pivoted at its upper end in the endof
the breech-piece and formed at the front of
its lower portion with the cam-face «, and
bearing with the back of its free end on the
forward end of the push-bar b, and the lug ¢,
attached to the fore-end strap adjustably to-
ward the cam-face &', substantially as described
and shown.

2. Tn combination with the hammer H and
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push-bar b, the breech-piece A, provided with
the vertical slot-s; the:lever a; pivoted: at its
upper end in said slot and formed at the front
of its lower portion with the cam-face ¢’, and
bearing with the back of its free end on the
forward end of the push-bar, the fore-end

strap C, provided:with a serew-threaded ori- |’

fice facing the cam-face ¢/, and the lug ¢, pro-
vided with corresponding screw-threads and.
inserted in the aforesaid orifice of the fore-end:
strap, substantially as deseribed and shown,
for the purpose set forth.
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Intestimony whereof Thave hereuntosigned

my name:and:affixed my seal; in the presence
of two attesting witnesses, at Syracuse, in the 15

county of Onondaga, in the State of New York,
this-8th day of December, 1885.

DANIEL M. LEFEVER. [L.s.]
Witnesses: V

FREDERICK H. GIBES,
E. C. CANNON, .



