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To all whom it may concern:
"~ Be it known that 1, LEoNARD C. BurcH, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Cireleville, in the county of Pickaway
5 and State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Whiffletree At-
tachments; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be afull, clear, and exact deseription
of the invention, such as will enable others
1o skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters
or figures of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to whiffletrees; and it
congists in the improvements hereinafter de-
seribed and set forth.

In the accompanyiog drawings, which illus-
trate my invention, Figure 1 is a plan view
20 showing my improved attachment applied to

a whiffletree, and Fig. 2 isa side view.

A represents the whiffletree, the upper side
of which is cut away or recessed to receive
the plate B, which is provided with three or

25 more countersunk perforations for securing
the same within the recess. This plate is
beveled or cut away at its baek portion, as
shown at «, S0 as to leave a rearwardly-pro-
jecting portion, «', of the full width of the

30 plate B, adjacent to the beveled portion and
end of the plate B. The outer end of the
plate B projects beyond the end of the whif-
fletree proper, and it is bifurcated, as shown
at b, for the reception of the tongue ¢ of the

35 pivoted plate C. The pivoted plate C is at-
tached to the plate B by means of a pintle, d,
which passes diagonally through the end of
the plate B and the tongue ¢, adjacent to the
shoulders ¢ of the pivoted plate C. The piv-

40 oted plate C is attached to the portion B, so
that when it is turned downwardly, as shown
in Fig. 2, the outer side of said pivoted plate
will be nearly flush with the end of the plate
B. The tongue or projecting portion c¢ is

45 beveled at its inner end, so as to lie upon a
corresponding bevel at the end of the recess b.
These bevels serve as a stop.

‘When it is desired to attach a trace to the
whiffletree, the pivoted plate C is turned up-

5o ward so as {o be in line with the plate B, and
the eye of the trace is then slipped over the
pivoted catch upon the whiffletree beyond
the tongue c.

15

Serial No. 179,545.

The pivoted plate is then }:
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turned to the position shown in Fig. 2, which -
will prevent the trace slipping off the end of 55
the whiffletree. The pivoted latch C will re-
main in a vertical position, as the lower por-
tion will overbalance the.tongue c.

If desirable, the portion B, instead of con-
sisting of a flat plate, as shown, may be made 60
into a socket which will fit over the end of
the whiffletree.

By the construction hereinbefore described,
it will be seen that the pintle d, which passes
diagonally through the end of the female por-
tion or plate B, and through the metal por-
tion or pivoted plate C, will cause the pro-
jecting portion or tongue to bear against
the sides of the recess and hold said part in
whatever position it may be placed by fric-
tional contact; also, that by providing a flat
portion against which the opening in the end
of the trace will draw the end of said trace
will not be liable to spread, which spreading
is also in a measure prevented by the beveled
portion of the plate B,which causes the open-
ing to bear against the projecting portion o,
thus providing an attachment-which eonforms
in shape to the slotin the trace, and one with
a close-fitting joint, which will prevent the
parts rattling against each other, and by mak-
ing the pintlelie diagonally with respect to the
parts which it connects I provide an eccentric
joint.

Iclaim—

The improved whiffletree attachment or
trace-fastener herein deseribed, consisting of
a portion, B, having a bifurcated end adapt-
ed to extend a slight distance beyond the tree,
the inner side of said bifurcated end being go
beveled substantially in line with the tip of
the tree, forming a recessed portion for the
engagement of the trace, which also engages
the tree-tip, in combination with a latch-plate
pivoted to said bifurcated end, and provided
with a tongue, ¢, having a beveled end,where-
by said latch-plate may be turned to a verti-
cal position to bear against the extremity of
the tree, substantially as shown, and for the
purpose set forth. .

In testimony whereof I affix mysignaturein
presence of two witnesses.

LEONARD C. BUTCH.
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Witnesses: .
B. F. BEUFORD,
FreD L. TIOKARDT.



