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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, THOMAS JEFFERSON
JOHNSON, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Fort Worth,in the connty of Tarrant
and State of Texas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Curry - Combs;
andIdohereby declare that the following isa
full, clear, and exaet description of the same,
reference being had to the annexed drawings,
making a part of this specification, and to the
letters and figures of reference marked there-
on,

Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view of my invention; Fig. 2, a sectional view
through the handle and slotted bracket, show-
ing the screw-rod in a reverse position.

The present invention has relation to that
class of curry-combs provided with detachable
and reversible handles, and has for its object
to providesimpleand effective means whereby
the handle can be readily detached from the
comb and replaced in a reverse position, or
removed for the purpose of economizingspace
in packing for transportation.

Heretofore it has been common in the above
class of curry-combs to provide the bracket of
the comb with a hole, and the handle with a
scerew-threaded shank,which was rigidly con-
nectedthereto,andafter beinginserted through
the hole in the bracket held therein by a jam-
nub engaging with thescrew-threaded extrem-
ity of the shank or by the employment of a set-
serew. Inorder to detach the handlefromthe
comb it was necessary to remove the nut or
loosen the set-screw, and frequently these fast-
ening devices would belost or mislaid. Ithas
been also common to connect the handles to
the blades of garden implements—such as
hoes or rakes—so that different kinds of imple-
ments could be used with the same handle,
this being attained by providing the blade
withan open slof, a headed screw-bolt passed
through the slot and engaging with a screw-
threaded socket in the handle, and a headed
sleeve encireling the bolt and end of the han-
dle, the blade being clamped between the two
heads of the bolt and sleeve, respectively.
This construction could not be used with ef-
fect as a means for detachably connecting the
handles to curry-combs, as it would be both
complicated and expensive, as it is the object
of my invention to provide as simple means

as possible for attaining this end, whereby the
operation of detaching and replacing of the
handle is accomplished by simply turning the
handle in the proper direction without the
necessity of removing a jam-nut or loosening
a set-screw, or providing a screw-threaded
socket in the handle, and a headed sleeve to
encirele the end of the handle, as in the con-
structions above referred to.

The invention therefore consists, in connec-
tion with an open slotted bracket upon the
back of a curry-comb, of a rod extending en-
tirely through the handle and of greaterlength
than said handle,and provided at one end with
flat sides and a head, and at the opposite end
with serew-threads and anut, substantially as
shown in the drawings, and hereinafter de-
seribed. _

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents the curry-comb,of any of the usnal forms,
provided with a bracket, B, having the open
slota. The handle C is provided witha rod,
D, having at one end a head, b, and ab its op-
posite end screw-threaded, as shown ab c. A
nut, d, engages with the screw-threaded end of
the rod D, and immediately back of the head
b the rod is formed with flat sides e to prevent
it from turning with thehandle C when seated
in the open slot & of the bracket.

Taking the construction shown in Fig. 1,
wherein the nut @ serves as the clamping-head,
by turning the handle C in the proper direc-
tion the rod D will turn with it, cansed by the
frictional contact of the head D with the end of
the handle, and by the frictional contact of the
face of the nut with the bracket B the nut will
remain stationary. As the handle is turned
the end of the rod will be unserewed from the
nut sufficiently to allow the rod to be disen-
gaged with the slot in the bracket and the han-
dle removed, and by turning the handle in the
opposite direction the nut i§ brought tightly
against the bracket sufficiently to firmly hold
the handle to the comb, as shown, or in a re-
verse position, as found desirable.

Tig. 2 shows a reversal of the rod, the head
b forming the means of clamping the handle to
the bracket instead of the nut d, as in Fig. 1,
the nut by frictional contact with the end of
thehandle turning with it, and the rod remain-
ing stationary by virtue of the flat-sided end of
the rod fitting in the slot in the bracket.
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The rod D is of the same diameter through-
out its length, including that portion having
the flat-sides e, thus allowing the handle to
freely turn thereon.

In attaching the handle to the comb it is

always essential topull thehandle toward you

after the rod hasbeen placed inthe slot of the
bracket, thereby bringing the head of the rod

against the bracket or the nut, asthe case may .

be, to hold the rod or nut stationary, or, asin
Fig. 2, to bring the end of the handle against
the face of the nut, so as to turn with the han-
dle by frictional contact therewith. A very
simple means is therefore provided by which
the handle can be quickly and easily detached
from the comb and replaced to extend over
the back thereof or from the side, or in pack-
ing altogether detached, as found necessary.
Unlike the constructions hereinbefore re-
ferred to, the rod passes entirely through the
handle,and is of such length as to project be-
yond the end of the handle. The rod passes
loosely through the handle and does not engage
with any screw-threadstherein, and can be re-
versed in the handle so either end of the rod

343,323

can be engaged with the slot in the bracket,
as found preferable.

The nut, if preferred, may be formed with a
concave inner face, as shown inFig. 2, to more
firmly bite the end of the handle, SO that the
nut by frietional contact therewith will be
turned with the handle.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The comblnamon witha curr y comb provid-
ed with a bracket havmv an open slot, of a
handle and a rod loosely passing thr ouO'h it,
and of greaterlength than thehandle, and pro-
vided at one end with a head and flat sides on
the rod, and at its opposite end provided with
screw-threads and a nut, substantially as and
for the purpose set for bh

In testimony that I claim the above I have

hereunto subscribed my name in the presence

of two witnesses.
THOMAS JEFFERSON JOHNSON.
‘Witnesses:
W. D. MAYTIELD,
Pere H. TALLY.
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