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To all whom it may conceri:

Beit known that I, WiLniaM H. KIMBALL,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Hudson, in the county of Lenawee
and State of Michigan, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Felt Boots;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of theinven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had tothe accompanying
drawings, and to letters or figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification,

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in felt or knitted boots, the object of my
invention being to provide .a means whereby
felt or knit boots can be made or molded in one
piece, s0 as to conform more closely to the an-
kle and to the foot of the wearer.

To this end my invention consists in both
providing an opening in the ankle of the boot
extending from a point in the foot portion up-
ward past the ankle, and of such proportions
as to permit the boot to be readily drawn on
and off the foot of the wearer, the boot being
provided with suitable fastening devices, to
securely close the same when desired, and in
attaching a suitablestay, preferably of leather,
to the outer and back side of the boot, cover-
ing'the back portion of the heel and extending
up the back of the leg past the ankle, the
object of said stay being to improve the wear
of the heel, and to aid in preventing the crack-
ing or breaking of the boot at the ankle.

Heretofore felt boots or foot-coverings made
of a single piece or seamless and molded on a
form had to be made nearly straight in the

-ankle aund leg portion, in order that they might
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be drawn on and off the foot of the wearer,
which, to the wearer of -this class of boots,
has_proved to be an objectionable feature, in-
asmuch as said ankle portion would wrinkle,
thereby causing them to break or crack atthe
ankle, and unavoidably requiring a large size
at the leg portion, which necessitated the wear-
ing of the pants inside the boots, thus unfit-
ting them for general use.

My present invention is designed as.an im-
provement over the old style of felt or knitted
boots, whereby the objections above noted will

beremoved, and a convenient means provided
for attaching the same to the foot of the wearer.

Figure 1, in the accompanying drawings, is
a side view of a shece constructed in accord-
ance with my invention. - Fig. 2 isarear view
of boot or shoe, showing the back stay applied
thereto. Tig.3is a bottom view, and Fig. 4
is a side view, of a full-length boot.

Intheaccompanying drawings I haveshown
the general configuration of a boot or shoe
made in accordance with my invention, the
old style being indicated by the dotted-lines,
my improvement being designed to provide a
boot or shoe which will conform to the shape
of the foot, ankle, and leg of the wearer.

A represents the boot, which is made of felt
or knitted material, which is molded in one
piece, 50 as to be nearly of a uniform thick-
ness throughout, said boot being molded as
nearly as possible to conform to the shape of
the foot and ankle of the wearer. After the
same is molded an opening or slit, @, is made
in thefrount portion of the same, which extends
from a point near the instep up past the ankle
to the leg portion; a part of the material be-
ing removed therefrom. To one side of this
opening a flap, B, is attached, and may be
made fast to the opposite side by the use of
any fastening devices, by lacing, buttons, or
buckles. )

C represents a back stay, which extends
from theheel portion upwardly, and said back
stay covers theseam which is madein the rear
portion of the boot or shoe, said seam being
occasioned by removing therefrom a portion
of the felt from the rear portion of the shoe
above the heel. This back stay, besides cov-
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ering the seam, also gives greater stiffness to

this part of the shoe, and prevents the same
wrinkling and slipping or working at the heel.

The shoe or boot herein described can be
worn over other light foot-coverings, or inde-
pendently, and, when used in connection with
an overshoe, makes a foot-covering which is
neat in appearance and well adapted to pro-
tect the feet from. the cold of northern lati-
tudes. '

Tam aware that heretofore it has been pro-
posed to provide the leg portion of a felt boot
with a vertieal slit, which latter was located
at or adjacent to the rear side of said leg por-
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tion. My invention will bedistinguished from
such construction, however, in that theslit or
opening in my boot is located at the front of
the same, in orderto provide for and accommo-
date the ankle,

I claim—

Asan improved article of manufacture, a
felt boot made of a single piece and provided
at the rear or heel portion with a re-enfore-
ing strip, and its front with an opening oppo-
site the ankle portion having fastening de-
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vices, whereby the boot is made to conform
to the curvature of the wearer’s foot, and
wrinkling common to unslit felt hoots pre-
vented, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLTAM H. XIMBALL.
Witnesses:
G. I. THOMPSON,
. 8. VEDDER.



