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Application filed April 2, 18€6.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY R. TOWNE, of
Stamford, in the county of Fairfield and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new and

5 useful Improvements in Pigeon-Holes or Post-
Office Call-Boxes, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had to theaccom-
panying drawings.

My improvements relate to that class of call-
boxes known as ‘‘ wire-bottomed call-boxes,”’
in which vertical partitions are made of thin
wood, while the horizontal partitions are made
of wires, the wires passing through holes bored
in the vertical partitions, and not serving to
hold the partitions in place. Where nests
of such call-boxes are of usual height—say
eightor ten tiers high-—the vertical partitions,
if not held in some manner, will warp and
twist out of place, or be displaced by push-
ing mail-matter into the boxes. It is there-
fore necessary that some means should be pro-
vided for holding the vertical partitionsin
place parallel to each other. This has here-
tofore been accomplished by fastening wooden
strips to their edges; but this method is awk-
ward and not ornamental.

By my invention I provide for the fronts of
the gall-boxes what I term ‘‘combined num-
ber plates and separators.”” These consist of
metallic plates, preferably brass, of such form
as to project over the ends of the vertical par-
tition and extend back into the boxes, sothat
a wire may be passed through a hole in each
plate, and through the vertical partitions, to
secure the plates or stays in position. These
plates may be made of very thin metal, if de-
sired, and stiffeners of wood or other material
may be placed upon the wires between the
partitions, to act as stays or braces in conjunec-
tion with the thin metallic plates; but such
wires and stiffeners may be dispensed with,
and the metallic plates themselves may be
made heavier and stronger, so as to besufficient
in themselves, when secured in place by any
ordinary means, to properly brace and stay the
vertical partitions.

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating
my improvements, Figure 1 is a front view
: of a nest of pigeon-holes. Tig. 2 is a section

53 on the line 2 2 of Fig.1. Tig.3 is a plan of
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the number plates and separators before their
ends are bent as they are when applied, and
Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2.

Referring to the letters upon the drawings
in aid of a description in-detail of my im- 5¢
provements, ‘A indicates a nest of call-boxes.
Bindicates the thin vertical wooden partitions
of this nest. C indicates the ordinary wire
horizontal partition.

D indicates ordinary stay-pieces, of wood, 60
secured to the rearof the nest of boxes,which
stay-pieces are preferably provided with small
projecting beads above and below, between
which the number and name cards of the box-

.renters may be placed, so as to show from the 65

inside of the post-office.

E indicates the fastening- wire, passing
through holes in the metallic number-plates
F, aud throngh the vertical partitions near
their front edges, as illustrated. These num- 70
ber-plates, it will be observed, are provided
each with a panel in front adapted to receive
the number-cards, as indicated in the draw-
ings. Each number-plate can be struck up
from a single plate of metal into form, sothat 75
the panel shall project near to or against the
glass front of the nest of call-boxes, while the
inelined or curved ends of the plates extend
backward into the boxes, so as to bear against
the sides of the vertical partitions and stay 8o
The form of end bearings, consisting
of a lip, G, bent back upon the plate, as illus-
trated in Iig. 2, is preferable; but I do not
limit my invention to any particular form of
stay-plate, the idea being to have a metallic 85
plate capable of being made of a single piece
of plate metal of such form as to go between
the partitions and serve to stay them, and at
the same time present a number-panel pro-
jecting forward sufficiently. It is desirable go
that the lips be bent s0 as to each cover one-
half the front edge of the vertical partition;
but that is not essential.

H indicates stiffeners or stay-pieces, of wood
or other material, bearing at their ends against os
the wood partitions.

Having deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, is—

1. Asa new article of manufacture, a me- 100
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tallic stay or separator for pigeon-hole parti-
tions, having ends adapted to bear against and
brace the inner sides of the partitions, and a
central panel for a number, substantially as
set forth.

2. The combination of the metallic number-
plate and stay or separator adapted to bear
against and brace the inner sides of the par-
titions with a supplemental stay-rod or stifl-
ener located hetween the points of attach-
ment of the metallic stay to the partitions, sub-

© stantially as set forth.

343,614

3. The combination, with pigeon-holes hav-
ing horizontal partitions of wire and a glazed
front, of the metal stays or separators having
number-plates located within the glazed front
and between the vertical partitions, substan-
tially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
seribed my name.

HENRY R. TOWNE.

Witnesses:

SOOUYLER MERRITT,
Gro. E. WHITE.
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