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© To all whom it may concermn:

[}

.Be it known that I, CHARLES W. MONROE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bmy
City, in the county of Bay and State of Michi-
gan, have invented certain new and usefnl Im-
plovements in Air-Moisteners; and I do de-
clare thefollowing to be afull, clear, and exact
description of the invention, sueh as will en-

. able others skilled in the fmrt to which it ap-
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steamed or even moistened with water.

5 ter-tight material.

pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters and figures of reference mmked
thereon,which form a part of this specification.

I‘10ule 1 represents a vertical section of the
dev1ce Fig. 2, a perspective view, and Fig. 3
111ustrates 1t in use. Fig. 4repr esentsamodl-
fication.

This invention relates to nnplovements in
air-moisteners or devices for rendering the air
moist, and it is primarily intended for use in
pldces where cigars and tobacco are kept.

It is well known that cigars lose their value
as they dry, and various ways have been de-
vised for keeping them moist. Thebest qual-
ity are placed in air-tight safes or are wrapped
in foil. Sometimes they are periodically
One
of the commonest w ays is to place open vessels
of water in the cases in which cigars are kept,
and also wet spongesare em ployed Allthese
ways are open to serious objections. - Some of
them are costly, some are futile, and some in-
Jurious to.the cigars. The simplest and most
usual ones—the use of sponges or vessel of wa-
ter—are especially objectionable, narticularly
in warm.weather, as the sponges become sour
and the water foul.

It is the object of this invention to produce
a device which shall beeffective, which issim-
ple and cheap, will dispense with costly safes,
and fully and satisfactorily accomplish the de-
sired end.

In the annexed drawings, the letter A indi-
catesahollow base made of non-porous or wa-
In thetop of thisbase isthe

central hole; ¢, around which is the seat &, and
beyonditisarim,a’. Resting onthisbase Aisa
reservoirofporous ware,B. Thisreservoirhas
a neck, b, snugly fitting the hole @, and the
bottom &’ of the reservoir rests on the seat &
within the rim ¢, the reservoir being thus

(No model.)

firmly held to the base A. 1In the bottomthe
reservoir hasan opening, ¢, concentric with its
neck b, which neck is hollow and in this open-
inge 1s placed asieve, C, 1est1ng on abead, c,
or projections. The top D of the reservoir

| has a central hole, d, and an inwardly-project-

ing lip, @, around such hole. This reservoir
is to be ﬁlled with some substance—such as
mineral wool — throngh which water will
slowly percolate. If desired, this reservoir
may be made in two parts and of some appro-
priate design, sueh as a bunch of cigars, asin
Fig. 3.

On top of the reservoir rests the cover E.
This is a hollow receptacle having a neck, ¢,
to fit the hole d, and also a sieve, ¢, ab such
neck resting on the bead ¢, At the top this

cover has an inward Iip, ¢, on which reststhe

outward rim, f, of a pan, I‘ This pan has a
perforated botLom I, and Tests on filtering
material f* within the cover, the cover be1n0"
made of non-porous or water- tight material.
On top of the cover, over the pan, is a lid, H,
having the haudleh. The various partsof thls
device are preferably circular.

In use the pan F is filled with water, the lid
put-on, and the moistener placed where it is

wanted—say in the show-case N. As the wa-
ter trickles through the bottom of the pan, it
passes. through the filtering material and
among the woolin the reservoir. Asitspreads
here und reaches the shell, it gradunally seeps
or oozesthrough the porous nmterlal and tends

toforma wately film on the outside; but as fast

as the water comes out it is evaporated, and
passes as moisture into the airin the case, and
from this is absorbed by the cigars and tobacco
inthe case, and the greater the absorption the
greater the evapomtlon from the surface and
the greater the amount of ooze,and conversely.
The surplus water that percolates down
through the mineral wool runs into the base
A, and can be used over again.

This device thus furnishesa constant supply
of just sufficient pure water to give the tobacco
the proper amount of moisture without wet-
ting it toc much and without exposing the de-
vice to any taint.

The device can be used constantl y, and needs
no attention except refilling with water and at
rare intervals renewing the filter.
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In Fig. 4 the pan I is shown with only one
perforation /% and this is closed with a valve,
/*, the construction and operation being like
thatofa ‘“student’slamp.”’” By thislatter con-
struction the water only flows from the pan F
as it is consumed below.

Having described my invention,what T claim
is—

1. A device for moistening air, consisting of
a non-porous cover having a perforated bot-
tom, a non-porous base having an opening in
its top, and a porousreservoir havinganopen-
ing in its top and bottom and adapted to con-
tain mineral wool, as set forth.

2. A device for moistening air, consisting of
a non-porous cover having a perforated bot-
tom and containing a water-receptacle having
a perforated bottom,and between the bottom of
the receptacleandits own bottom filtering ma-
terial, a non-porous base having an opening in
its top, and a porousreservoir having anopen-
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ing in its top and a perforated bottom and con-

taining mineral wool, as set forth.

3. A device for moistening air, consisting of
a porous reservoir having an open top and a
non-porous cover having a perforated bottom,
above which bottom is filtering material, and
above this a perforated pan or receptacle for
water, as set forth.

4. A device for moisteningair, consisting of
a porous reservoir havingan open top and con-
taining mineral wool and a non-porous cover
having a perforated bottom, above which bot-
tom is filtering material, and above this a per-
forated pan or receptacle for water,as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES W. MONROL.

Witnesses:
AL, H. INGRAHAM,
F. E. HEMENWAY.
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