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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, HUBERT W. MORGAN
and CHARLES G. BECKER, both of Westfield,
in the county of Hampden and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented & new and useful Im-
provement in Whip - Buttons, of which the
following is a specification.

Our invention relates to the buttons used
for the ornamentation of whips; and its object
is to produce a cheap, strong, and durable
button which is molded or pressed into shape,
and is adapted to be forced into place upon
the whip, and which will yield to the differ-
ent flexible movements of the latter, or will
bend with the whip as it is bent into differ-
ent positions in being used; and we accom-
plish this by the construction substantially as
hereinafter described, and illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure I is an edge view of aleather blank
cut in an annular form from leather stock for
making one modification of our invention.
Fig. I is a side view showing two of said
blanks cemented together to form a button-
blank. Fig. IIT is an edge view of a leather
strip with its ends prepared to be cemented
together for making the button from a flat
leather strip. Fig. IV is a plan or flat view
of thesame. Fig. V isan edge view of a whip-
button blank made from a flat strip having its
ends cemented together. Fig. VI is a side
view of a flexible whip-button molded or
pressed into form -from an annular leather
blank. Tig. VII is a section of the same at’
its axis, and Fig. VIII shows the molded or
pressed flexible button as applied to a whip.

In the drawings, 2 represents a blank made
from leather, which in Figs. I and 1I-is cut
in an annular form from a flat piece of leather
of the desired thickness, These blanks may
be made of any desired width by cementing
flat pieces of leather together, and then cut-
ting the annular blanks therefrom, or by cut-
ting the rings from the leather stock of single
thickness, and afterward cementing the rings
together to form the blanks; but we prefer the
former as being easier and more quickly done.

After the blanks are cuf or formed of the
desired size, we place them on a mandrel, in
a lathe, and while the mandre] and the blank
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thereon are revolved rapidly a knurling-tool is
held firmly agaiust the blank, which molds or
presses it into the desired form or shape, as

shown at 5, and gives its exterior surface any

desired ornamentation at the same time, the
knurling-tool having suitable ornamentation
made thereon for that purpose. Previous to
being rolled or pressed into the desired form,
the blanks, or the leather from which they are
made, may be filled by applying thereto any
desired plastic or liquid substance to fill the
pores, and preferably some water-proof sub-
stance, as a preparation of liquid shellac or
other suitable material, may be applied, to
give the leather the desired degree of hard-
ness and body when dry. When prepared in
this way, the blanks are very susceptible of
receiving and of permanently retaining any
desired impression or ornamentation from the
forming - tool. After being formed the but-

tons b are removed from the mandrel, and may

then be forced into place upon the whip, and,
being flexible, will yield a little when forced
into place, so that they will bind or hug the
whip closely, and will remain firmly in place
thereon. This is a very great advantage over
any metal or other rigid button, as the latter

-is very apt to get loose by the bending move-

ments of the whip when being used and get
lost. Adfter the buttons are foreced into place
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upon the whip, the buttons, and whip also, if |

desired, may have a coating of any desired
finishing-liquid applied.

Instead of cutting or punching the blanks
in ring or annular form from the leather stock,
we may cut flat strips 3 from the stock of the
desired width and length, and cut the ends of
the strip.beveled, as shown at 4, so that these
beveled ends may be cemented or secured to-
gether, and the blank be of uniform thickness
when finished, and this blank so formed may
then be.rolled or pressed into the form of a
whip-button, and have the desired ornamenta-
tion imparted to it by the forming-tool. We
prefer, however, to make the blanks in the
form of annular rings by cutting or punching
them from the stock in solid annular form, as
first meantioned, and as shown in Figs. Tand IL..

Instead of using a mandrel and knurling-
tool to give the buttons the desired form, we
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may place the blank in a mold made in two
parts, and give the desired form and orna-
mentation by forcing the two parts of the mold
together against the blank.

These buttons are very cheaply made, as
they may be manufactured from ordinary
waste-leather stock, and may be given any de-
sired configuration or ornamentation en their
outer surface, and may have any desired color
imparted thereto, and, being very light, do
not add noticeably to the weight of the whip.
As they are somewhat stretched when in place
on a whip, they retain their position and do
not get loosened by the bending movements
of the whip, and when made from solid annu-
lar rings cut or punched from leather stock,
as shown in Tig. I, there is no seam extending
across in the direction of the length of the
whip, so that they may be forced with a good
degree of pressure into place upon the whip,
and will not be liable to break.

Buttons which are formed by platting or
braiding thread and similar material, either
upon & rigid blank or upon the whip itself,
are liable to soon fray out by the thread get-
ting loose. Ourinvention entirely avoids this
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objection, as these buttons made from leather
will wear as long as the whip will last. They
may be made of any desired width, those of
more extended width being made by increas- 3o
ing the number of rings cemented together.

‘We are aware that whip-buttons have here-
tofore been made by platting or braiding
thread and other material upon a hard or
wooden blank, and that buttons have been 35
wrought directly upon and immovably to the
whip with thread and similar material, and
we do not claim the same; but we are not aware
that a flexible button rolled or pressed into
form has ever been made and adapted to be 40
forced into place upon a whip.

Having thus deseribed our invention, what
we claim as new is—

As a new article of manufacture, a flexible
leather whip-button having its exterior sur- 45
face rolled or pressed into form for ornament-
ing a whip, substantially as described.

HUBERT W. MORGAN.
CHARLES G. BECKER.
Witnesses:
AsA P. RAND,
Jou~ B. WELcH.




