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To all wnom it may concermn:

Beit known that I, ADALINE BROCE, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a regident of
Dunellen, in the county of Middlesex and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful Improvementsin Flexible Me-
tallicFFences, of which the following is a speci-
fication. '

My invention has relation to the construe-
tion of flexible fence-rails from hoop or sheet
metal, having their edges provided with a
notch and bevel, and embraced and held to-
gether by a link, as hereinafter more particu-
larly deseribed, and illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which— .

Figure 1is a view of asection of a fence con-
taining myinvention. Tigs.2and4 areviews
of the ends of the rails. Fig. 3 is a view of
the link.

Similar letters of reference indicate eorre-
sponding parts.

The letter A designates a fence - rail con-
structed of sections of hoop or sheet metal,
each having in one of its edges, adjacent to the
ends thereof, a notch, B, and having in the op-
posite edge a bevel, D, extending to the end
thereof, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 4.

C designates the link, which is adapted to
engage the notches of the sections of the rail.

In order to connect the rail-sections A to-
gether, they are placed against each other with
the noteh of one section opposite to that of the
other, thereby bringing the beveled portions
contiguoustothe notches. The link isthen ad-

justed in the notches, and the rail is drawn
taut, whereby the link isbroughttoaninclined

‘| position with itsend edges resting against the

bevels, as shown in Fig. 1, thereby producing

a very simple and effective connection be-
tween the sections of rails, and at the same 40
time rendering the same flexible in all direc-
tions, so that it may yield to any pressure
brought against them without danger of break-
age.

In order to adapt the notches to theinclined 45
position of the link, they should be made ob-
lique, as shown in Figs. 2and4. By beveling
the edge of each rail-sectionon the side oppo-
site to the notch the link is permitied to en-
gage with the notches when the two sections s¢
are in line, and the sections are at the same
time left free to yield in some degree to a force
applied to stretch the rail; or, in other words,
if the said sections were provided with notches
on both sides each section would be confined g3
longitudinally by means of the link, and there-
by held against stretching.

It is evident the link can be made of flat or
round metal and of any suitable shape.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure o
by Letters Patent, is—

A hoop or sheet-metal fence-rail made in
sections each having a notch in one edge and
a bevel in the opposite edge, in eombination
with a link adapted to engage said notches 65
and bevels, substantially in the manner and
for the purpose herein described.

ADALINE BROCK.
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- Francis C. BOWEN,
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