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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Avcustus H. BRINK-
MANN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Baltimore city, in the State of Maryland,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Bustles, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

The object of my improvement is to pro-
vide a light and flexible skirt-distender for
ladies’ wear, in which the contour will be main-
tained by spiral spring-coilssupported against
the person of the wearer in step-like form, so
as to yield to outward pressure, and to resume
the normal contour when the pressure is re-
moved. I form the contour of a series of
small spring-coils ofspirally-wound tape-wire,
(each coil having the same diameter through-
out its length,) each coil being connected by
abow,which arebroughttogether at theirends,
and connected and supported between their
ends from the waistband by braces of une-
qual length, whereby to formn a contour ofsep-
arate small coils, each having vertical braces
supporting it under the weight of thedress,
and forming together a rolling surface, giving
a graceful fit to the skirt.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 represents in perspective my im-
proved bustle; Fig. 2, a vertical cross-section
of the same. Fig. 3showsone of the coil-sup-
porting frames. Iig. 4 shows the manner of
connecting the coils at their ends, and Fig. 5
shows the connection of the spring-coil with
the brace.

The spring-coils A are formed of tape-wire
spirally wound, and secured by metal clasps
to a wire strip or bow, «, which extends
beyond the ends of thecoils. The coilsare
comparatively small, are preferably of the
same diameter throughount their length, and
areof different lengths,so that when connected
they willhave an overlying relation. The bows
or strips of the top and bottom coils meet and
are connected at their ends ), as shown in
Fig. 4, while the bows or strips of the inter-
mediate coils are connected to a cross tape-
wire, ¢, which is seeured to the top and bottom
bows near their ends. The ends of the bows
thus connected are inelosed in fabric pockets

50 d, fastened to the bows by eyelets ¢, and the

pockets are sewed to the waistband f, and
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thus the rolling contour of spiral spring-coils
is formed and connected. Byhaving the coils
of small and equal diameter throughout their
length the contour will be more even andsym-
metrical; but they may be made tapering to-
ward their ends. Jiach coil thus connected at
its ends is supported between its ends in-
dependently of each other by two or more
standards formed of a series of wire braces, g,
the upper ends of which are fastened to the
bows, which eross them, and their lower ends
are fastened to a base-strip, %, which is fast-
ened to the waistband and suspended from
it. Thesuspended base-strips » rest against
the person of the wearer, and the braces g,
being unyielding in the direction of their
length, arefreeto yield with the overlying coils
to any outward pressure and return elastic-
ally, when such pressure is removed, to their
normal position. As each coil forms aspring,
it will constantly tend to spring to its normal
position when relecased from compression,
and thus the contour of the bustle is maintained
by the coils and by the braces. By this con-
struction the spring-coils are braced and con-
nected at their ends to the waistband, and are
connected independently tointermediate brac-
ing-frames suspended from the waistband, so
that the contour-forming coils have an over-
lying relation upon braces which support
them in horizontal relation to each other and
to the waistband. .

My improvementrenders the bustle durable,
elastic, and uncrushable, the spring-coils in-
creasing the strength, flexibility, and elasticity
of the supporting-frames, and thereby main-
tainingthecontour. Thestandardframe-braces
and their connecting-bowsare re-enforced by
the spring-coils, so that the latter form a part
of said supporting-standards or frame-braces,
and supplement the bows, soas to overhang the
frame-braces between the upper ends of the
latter, and thus strengthen each brace and
each bow.

The frame-braces are formed of separate
single strips g, eachstrip having its lower end
formed with a return-bend, 4, by which they
are secured together by clasps # in series at
their bent ends.  This frame of braces is then
secured at three points, m, to the suspending
base-strip 4, making a strong and durable

»

60

635

70

g0

95

fele]




[{¢]

5

2 ' 344,159

spring-frame well adapted tohold the coils in
their proper relation, not only to each other,
but to the supporting-frames.

By making the braces separate and uniting

them by their bent ends the one re-enforces
the other, and makes a better brace and a bet-
ter spring, the top brace being fastened to
the base-strip by a short bent brace, s.

. I claim— .

1. The combination,in abustle, of the frame
consisting of the back standards, theirspring-
braces and their connected bows, withthe re-
enforcing tubular spring-coils arranged to
overhang the upperends of said spring-braces
and their bows, and an attaching-band, sub-
stantially as described.

2. The combination, in a bustle,of the brace-
frames formed of the pieces of tape-wire g,
having bent ends, the suspendingback strips,
I, and the bows @, with the overhanging tubu-
lar spring-coils A, attached to the brace-
frames, and an attaching-band, substantially
as described. -

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sef

my hand in the presence of two subsecribing 25

witnesses. N
AUGUSTUS H. BRINKMANN.
Witnesses: - ‘

Wwu. T. HALL,
JAMEs HENRY ScorT. -




