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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, CHARLES C. JOHNSTON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Co-
lumbus, in the county of Franklin and State
of Ohio, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Blacking-Boxes,of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
blacking-boxes—suech as are in common use;
and the objects of my improvements are, first,
to equalize the distribution of the blackingon
the brush; second, to so construct a blacking-
boxastopreventtheentiresurface of theblack-
ing from coming in contact with theair when in
use, which, as is well known, renders the
blacking hard and dry; third, to provide an
intermediate cover for a blacking-box so con-
structed as to prevent the blacking from ooz-
ing up around its edges and forming a cake
or erust around the inner side of the box. T
attain these objects in the manner illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a sectional view of a blacking-
box having my improvement therein. Fig. 2
is a plan view of the intermediate cover or
disk. Fig. 8 is a central section of the same,
showing anupwardly-projecting rim and flexi-
ble band thereon; and Fig. 4 is a side view of
the same.

Similarletters refer tosimilar parts through-
out the several views.

A represents a blacking-box of the usnal
form, and ¢ represents the lid.

Over the blacking B is placed a disk, D, of
any suitable material, and of such size as to fit
within the box. This disk D is provided with
a number of small perforations, ¢, which ra-
diate toward the outer edge from a solid cen-
ter, h.

It will readily be seen that the pressure of
the brush against the upper surface of the disk
D will cause the latterto roek upon the undis-
turbed center of the blacking, a hilly protu-
berance being formed over the center of the
blacking soon after a full bex has been in use,
and this tilting of the disk against the black-
ing eauses it to ooze up in small quantities

through the perforations ¢, around the center
I, thus eausing the blacking to be distributed
more evenly on the brush, and preventing the
tendency to undue consumption at the center,
and the pressure of the blacking away from
said center against the inner sides of the box.

As shown in Figs. 8 and 4, the disk D may
be formed with an upwardly-projecting rim,
f, around which is secured a flexible band, g,
which tends to keep the disk in close connee-
tion with the inner surface of the sides of the
box, and thus prevent the escape of the black-
ing npward around the outer edge of the disk.

I am aware that an intermediate cover or
disk has been used having a central opening
or hole for the escape of blacking, but my in-
vention differs from this in having a solid
center. )

My invention also differs from others in hav-
ing an upwardly-projecting rim, as shown, and
a flexible band therefor.

T am also aware that the sides of blacking-
boxes have been spirally corrugated or serew-
threaded, and provided with a cap similarly
serew-threaded and provided with fine perfo-
rations uniformly distributed in the bottom
thereof, and do not claim this eonstruction.

Having now fully described my invention,
what T claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—
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1. Thecombination, with a blacking-box, of °

the intermediate cover or disk, D, having a '

solid center and a number of perforations radi-
ating outward from said center, substantially
as and for the purpose deseribed.

2. The combination, with a blacking-box,
of the intermediate cover or disk, D, having
a solid center and a number of perforations
radiating outward from said center, and an
upwardly-projecting rim baving a flexible
band thereon, substantially as and for the pur-
pose specified.

CHARLES C. JOHNSTON.

Witnesses:
L. R. JOHNSTON,
G. D, MARTIN,
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