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To wll whomv it may concerv:

Be it known that I, Tmomas M. WILSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mount
Sterling, in the county of Brown and State of
Tllinois, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Trusses; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact specification, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1isa perspective view of o truss em-
bodying my invention. TFig. 2isa detail hori-
zontal sectional view through one of the pads,
showing the body-belt and connecting-strap
secured thereto.

My present invention relates to improve-
mentsin that class of trusses employing spring-
pressed pads that are normally held in con-
tact with the body or person; and it consists
of the peeuliar combination and novel con-
struction and arrangement of the various parts
for service, substantially as hereinafter fully
set forth, and particularly pointed out in the
claims.

Referring to the drawings, in which like let-
ters of reference denote corresponding parts
in all the figures, A designates the waist-belt,
which is made of any sunitable flexible mate-
rial—preferably leather-—and the belt is made
in two sections, A’ A, which are adjustably
and detachably conneeted together at one end
by a buckle, «, or any other suitable fastening.

B designates the pads, which are each pro-
vided with a chamber or compartment, b, in
which is located a pressure-spring, ¢, which
will be more fully deseribed presently. I pref-
erably employ two pads, and secure them to
the free ends of the belt-sections A/, the ends
thereof having apertures «', into which pro-
jects an arm or tongue, ', formed by one end
of the coiled spring C, that projects through
an opening in the rear clamping-plate, D, of
the pad and passes through one of the open-
ings @ of the belt. The pads are detachably

and adjustably connected together, so that they
can be moved to bear on different parts of the
body and adapt the truss to persons of differ-
ent sizes by means of a flexible strap, E, pref-
erably of leather. The endsof this connecting-

strap are interposed between the body of the
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pad and the clamping-plate D thereof, and the
said plate is detachably secured to the pad by
means of screws or the like. One end of the
coiled spring Cis secured to the pad-body or
the clamping-plate D thercof, and the other
end of the spring provides the arm ¥, which
passes through ‘tlie pad, its clamping-plate,
the connecting-strap, and the waist-belt, the

free outer end of the arm being bent orin- §

clined at an angle, to prevent the accidental
detachment of the waist-belt section.

1t will be seen that when the truss is in use
the pads thereof bear against the person, and
by meauns of the spring they closely fit the
same and are held in contact therewith and
accommodate themselves to the motion of the
wearer, and when it is desired to increase the
tension of the spring the tongue ' is adjusted
in one of the apertures ¢’ of the waist-belt to
shorten the latter. .

The back plates, D,of the pads are each pro-
vided with a keeper, F, which is preferably
loop-shaped, and through this keeper passes
one end of one of the belt-sections, to confine
the same in place and prevent accidental dis-
placement thercof with the tongue ' of the
pressure-spring.  The back plates, D, of the
pads are further provided with guides or re-
taining-loops G, which are arranged at or near
the lower ends thereof and in an inelined po-
sition, one leg of the staple having a friction-
roller, g, loosely journaled thereon.

H designates a cord or strap, whichis pref-
erably circular in cross - section, and which
serves to prevent the pad from upward move-
ment on the person, while at the same time it
allows him free and unobstructed movement
while walking or in motion. This strap or
cord is passed through the loops G and bears
on the friction-rollers g, carried thereby, and
the straps arc then arranged to form the loops
I, and are connected at their free ends to the
waist-belt by means of buckles 2’ 7%, so that
the ends of retaining-sirap can be easily and
readily disconnected or secured to the waist-
belt in removing it from or applying it to the
person of the wearer. Theloops/ passaround
the thighs of the wearer, to prevent upward
movement or play of the truss proper, and the
retaining-cord is {rec to slide or move on the
frietion-roliers when the wearer is walking,
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thus accommodating itself to the movements
of the wearer and avoiding chafing or eutting
him.

The pads can be readily detached from the
waist-belt when desired, and adjusted longi-
tudinally thereon to bear on different parts of
the person, and the pads and ends of the belt-
sections are connected by the connecting-strap
E, which is detachably and adjustably secured
thereto. It will thus be seen that I provide a
truss which can be worn with great ease and
without inconvence to the person and which
provides for the several adjustments that are
desirable in an article of this class.

My improved truss is simple, strong, and
durablein construction,cheap and inexpensive
of manufacture, and easily and readily applied.

Theoperation of the invention will be readi-
ly understood by those skilled in theart from
the foregoing deseription, taken in connection
with the drawings. :

It is evident that modifications in the form
and proportion of parts and details of construc-
tion may be made without departing from the
prineiple of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, what T
claim is—

1. In a truss, the combination of seectional
belt, the chambered pads carrying the coiled
spring, one end of the spring being connected
to the pad and the other end extended to form
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& retaining-arm which passes through the free
cud of one of the belt-sections, and a strap se-
cured to the pads, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a truss, the combination of a sectional
belt, the chambered padsbaving the detacha-
ble clamping-plates, the coiled spring fitted in
each of the pads and having an extended arm,

V', passing through the free end of one of the

belt-sections, the clamping-plate of each pad
bhaving a keeper, and a strap interposed be-
tween the pads and the clamping-plates there-
of, substantially as described.

3. In a truss, the combination of the belt-
sections, the pads, and a retaining cord or
strap loosely connected or supported atits mid-
dle and having its ends arranged to form the

loops %', and connected to the belt, substan-.

tially as deseribed.

4. In a truss, the combination of a sectional
belt, the pads carried thereby, the loops pro-
vided with the friction-rollers, and the retain-
ing cord or strap passing over the rollers and
detachably connected at its free ends to the
belt, the cord or strap being arranged inter-
mediate of the point of connection with the
belt to form the loops that pass around the
thighs, substantially as described.

THOMAS M. WILSON.

‘Witnesses: :
EMSLEY T. MEDLARIS,
MicHAEL M. HARMAN.
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