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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JosepH ERB, -4 citizen
of the United States, residing at Colnmbus, in
the county of Franklinand State of Ohio, have
invented new and useful Improvements in
Construction of Prisons, of which the follow-
ing is a full and exact description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
making part of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
the construction of prisons, and has for its ob-
jects te proeure the perfect isolation of the
prisoners, and_to prevent them from talking
to those in the adjacent cells; to confine bad
odors to one cell, instead of allowing them to
circulate throughout the whole prison, and
to prevent the spreading of disease; to pre-
vent the waste of heat by cutting off that por-
tion of the prison not in use, and to procure
perfect ventilation. .

Prisonsas heretofore constructed have been
provided with corridors between the windows
and cells, the light being introduced into the
cells through bars facing the windows. In
this passage is & watchman, who can see from
one end of the prison to the other, and can
thus preventescape beyond the passage. The
difficulty with this method is that the prison-
ers can hold conversation through the bars
and conspire for some concerted action. By
this means bad odorsand pestilential diseases
may be transmitted from one cell throughout
the prison, or atleastthatsection of the prison
in which the foul cell is. By this means the
heat has to be great enough to heat the whole
section, when only a small part is occupied.

In the accompanying drawings, which ilius-
trate my invention, Figure 1 is a plan view of
a section of a prison provided with my inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is a section of the same.

A is the center corridor of the prison, into
which the cells C open by means of the door F.

B B are the corridors between the cells C C
and the windows G G.

C C are the cells provided with solid parti-
tions and door ¥. At therear of cells CCare
gratings E E. .

D D are doors in the corridors B B, between
each cell. Theyare provided with clear glass
panels ¢ d.

G G are barred windows of the ordinary
construction. o

H Hare water-closet hoppers, placed against
the grating for convenience of cleaning with-
oub coming in contact with the prisoner.

I T are ventilating-shafts, placed so as to
conduct the foul air from each cell separately.

K K are steam-coils for heating, and are

“placed in tke corridor B, out of reach of the

prisoner. .

By means of the door D the prisoner is per-
fectly isolated from his neighbors, while the
purpose of the corridor is still preserved, as
the watchmwan can still see from one end of the
corridor to the other through the glass panel-
ing d; the bad odors and diseases are in a
great measure prevented from spreading; the
heat is preserved for ounly the oceupied cells,
and by means of the ventilating-shaft in each
cell a perfect ventilation is secared.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim is—

1. The construction of prisons or other
places of confinement provided with corri-
dors between the windows and cells, with par-
titions in said corridors between the said cells,
provided with doors having transparent pan-
els, substantially as set forth.

2. The construction of prisons or other
places of confinement provided with corri-
dors between the windowsand cells, with par-
titions in said corridors between the said cells,
provided with doors having transparent pan-
els, and heating apparatus between each two
of said partitions, substantially as set forth.

3. The construetion of prisons or other
places of confinement provided with corri-
dors between thewindows and ceils, with par-
titions in said corridors between thesaid cells,
provided with' doors having transparent pan-
els, with heating apparatus and a ventilafing-
shaft between each two of said partitions, sub-
stantially as set forth. s

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 19th day of April, A. D. 1886.

JOSEPH ERB.

Witnesses: :
C. W. MURTOCE,
C. C. YosT,
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