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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE WAHLER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the eounty of Cook and State of I1li-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Traveling Bags or Satchels,
of which T do declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming part of this specification.

In the construction of satchels and travel-
ing bags as ab present commonly practiced
it is customary to hinge the end bars of the
satchel - frame to a pivot-rod which passes
through the end bars and from end to end of

‘the satchel-bottom. Over the exposed ends of

this pivot-rod guard-plates are usunally fixed,
which, so long as they are in place, serve to
cover and protect the ends of the rod, and ex-
tend to the bottom of the satchel in such man-
ner as to receive the force of the shock when
the satehel is earelessly thrown upon the floor.
These guard-plates areapt to become displaced
by severeusage,and the end bars of the satchel-
frame thereafter speedily become loosened
from the pivot-rod. Moreover, when the
satchel of ordinary construction is packed to
its ntmost capacity, there is a severe outward
strain upon the end bars of the frame, which
causes considerable wear upon the upset ends
of the pivot-rod, and frequently forees the end
bars off the same.

My present invention has for its object to
provide means whereby the hinged end bars
of the satchel - frame will be securely held
in place notwithstanding the shocks incident
to careless handling or the strain occasioned
by over-packing. :

To this end my invention consists in pro-
viding the satchel-frame with a hinge brace-
bar that has upright portions orlugs,between
which the end bars of the frame will be piv-
otally held in such manner as to be guarded
against displacement from their pivot.

My invention also consists in a hinge brace-
bar for satchel-frames adapted to extend from
end to end of the satchel-bottom, and having
ab its ends snitable uprights or lngs, to which
the end bars of the satchel-frame may be piv-
otally connected. :

Inthe accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a view in side elevation of a salchel embody-
ing my invention, portions being shown in
vertical section. Tig. 2 is a fractional view
in end elevation, with the bag partly -open.
Fig. 3 isa perspective view showing the hinge
brace-bar detached. Fig. 4 is a perspective
view of a modified form of brace-bar.

A designates the body of a satehel, having
the usual frame end bars, «, hinged together
by the pivot-rod B, which passes from end to
end . of the satchel. Beneath the bottom of
the satchel extends the brace-bar C, suitably
riveted thereto, at. each end of which are
formed the uprights or lugs, ¢ and ¢/, through
which passes the pivot-rod B, and between
which are held the ends of the bars a. The
extreme ends of the bar C are preferably bev-
eled or rounded, and in the upper face of the
bar it is desirable to form the seats ¢’ to re-
ceive the usualstraps that encirele the satehel,
By forming the brace-bar with the.uprights ¢
and ¢, between which the end bars of the
satchel-frame are pivotally held, any tendency
to separate these bars or displace them from
the pivot-rod is resisted and the ends of the
bars are securely guarded against shocks in-
cident to careless handling of the satchel.
Moreover, by extending the body of the brace-
bar the entire length of the bottom, it strength-
ens the satchel-frame in the direction of its
length and guards against the distortion of the
frame when severe strain is thrown upon its
ends. This extension of the hinge brace-bar
from end to end of the satchel isan important
feature of my invention, and will be found of
advantage whether it be provided at each of
its ends with both of the uprights, as shown,
or with but a single one for the attachment of
the ends of the satchel-frame.

In the modifieation shown by Fig. 4 a sep-
arate hinge brace-bar'is used at each end of
the satchel, and is connected to the bottom by
suitable rivets. This modified construction
I do not regard as desirable as that wherein
the brace-bar is made in one piece extending
from end to end of the satchel; but it embodies
the feature of the uprights for supporting the
ends of the frame, and to this extent accom-
plishes a most useful result.

It will be readily understood that the pre-
cise construction above set out may be varied
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without departing from the scope of my in-
vention, ’

Having thus described my inventicn, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a traveling-bag, the combination, with
the frame thereof, of a bar secured to the bag
outside and extending under its bottom along
its longitudinal center,the ends of said bar

‘bending upward on the outside and over the

lower ends of the frame, substantially as here-
in described.

2. Ina traveling-bag, the bar B,inside of the
bag,and on which the ends of the frame of the
bag are pivoted, in combination with the bar
C, outside the bag, said bars being secured to-
gether at their ends by the bent portions of
the bar C, which pass up on the outside of the

lower ends of the bag-frame and to the bag,
substantially as described.

3. The combination, with the end bars of a
satchel-frame, of ahinge-barand a hinge brace-
bar exterior to the bottom of the bag, having
uprights,between which the end bars are piv-
otally sustained, substantially as described.

4. The combination, with the end bars of a
satchel - frame, of the pivot-rod extended
through the satche], and a hinge brace-bar
having the body portion Cand the uprights ¢
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¢, between which the end bars of the satchel- 3o

frame are hinged, substantially as described.
\ GEORGE WAHLER.
Witnesses:
. JAMES H. PEIRCE,
Gro. P. FISHER, JR.



