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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RICHARD SANFORD, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Provi-
dence, in the county of Providence and State
of Rhode Island, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Buttou-Fasten-
ers; and I do declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact deseription of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertainsto make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters and figures of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification. :

This invention relates to that class of but-
ton-fasteners consisting of a table and pene-
trating - prongs, by whieh the fasteners are
secured to fabrie.

My present invention has for its object to
provide such fasteners with alocking-loop for
the reception of the eye of a button, whereby
when the fastener is secured to fabrie, with
the button engaged with said loop, the button
will be securely locked therein, and its re-
moval rendered impossible without destroy-
ing thefastener.

Tothisend myinvention consists, primarily,
of a table provided with an open loop for the
reception of the eye of a button, the free end
of said loop having an enlargement or projec-

_ tion adapted to be engaged with a slot.formed

35

40

45

5o

in the table at the upper portion of the space
between the prongs of the fastener, said prongs
being formed integral with the table, and
adapted to be passed through the material and
be clinched to secure the fastener thereto,
substantially as will be hereinafter more fully
described. ‘

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

‘a plan view of the blank from which my im-

proved fastener is made. . Fig. 2 is a side ele-
vation of my improved fastener. Fig. 3 isa
perspective view of the fastener with button
as secured to fabric. Tig. 4 is a plan view of
a modified form of blank. TFig.5isa sideele-

vation of the same as bent to form a fastener.
Fig. 6 represents a blank of my improved
fastener as made from wire.

In carrying -out my invention the fastener
A, in the present instance,is cut from sheet
metal of substantially the form shown in Fig.

projecting from one side thereof, and a shank,
4, provided with an enlarged end, 5, project-
ing from the oppositeside of the table in line
with thespace between the prongs.

Atthesideof the table 1,between the prongs
2 2, is formed a slot or opening, 3, eut out of
said table, as shown in Fig. 1, corresponding
in width to the shank 4,said slot being adapted
to receive the. shank 4 back of the enlarged
end 5 when the fastener'is secured to fabriec.
The prongs 2 2 are bent downward at right
angles to the table on line x x, which brings
the outer portion of the opening 3 below the
bottom line of said table. The shank 4 is bent
downward and then rearward, with its free end
projecting downward on an angle toward the
prongs 2 2,and forming the loop 6,for the recep-
tion of the eye of a button, as fully shown in
Tig. 2.

I have shown and described my improved
fastener as cut from sheet metal. The same
form of blank may, however, -be made from
wire, ag shown in Fig. 6, the shank-4,having
enlarged end 5, being formed by doubling a
strip of wire at its center and upsetting the
doubled end to form the enlargement 5, the
table 1,’opening 3, and prongs 2 2 being made
from the free ends of the wire.

In securing a button to a shoe or other ar-
ticle by means of my improved fastener, the
eye of the button is passed over the enlarged
end b of the shank 4 into the loop 6. The but-
ton and fastener are then placed in onemember
of a suitable machine. The prongs 2 2 are
then pressed through the fabrie and securely
clinched on the under surface thereof, the
shank 4 being bent upwardagainst the bottom
of the table 1,and clamped between said table
and the fabric, the end of the shank 4 back of
the enlargement 5 being pressed into the slot
3 of the fastener, the enlarged end 5 resting
on the fabric outside the prongs 22, thus se-
curely locking the button in the loop 6 of the
fastener, the enlarged end 5 preventing the
shank 4 from being withdrawn from the open-
ing 3, and permanently securing the button
and fastener to the fabric, as fully shown in
Fig. 3.

The fastener shown in Fig. 5 is made from
the blank in Fig. 4, the prongs 2 2 and shank

1, consisting of the table1, having prongs2 2
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4 projecting from one side of the table 1, in-
stead of from oppositesides, as in Fig.1. The
brongs on being bent on line # x, and the
shank 4 being bent over to form the loop 6,
- form the opening 3 where the shank was cub
into the table 1, as shown in Fig. 4, and into
thisopening 3 the end of theshank 4 is pressed,
when the fastener is secured to fabric, the en-
larged end 5 in this instance being clamped
10 between thetable of the fastener and the fabrie
inside the prongs 2 2, thus making a fastener
with a locking-loop, substantially as previ-
ously described. \

The advantages of a fastener formed as
15 herein described are obvious. The free end
of the loop being securely locked into the
slot or opening in the table and retained there-
in by being clamped between said table and
the fabrie, offers a strong resistance against
20 any strain which may be brought to bear upon
the button, and when once secured to the
fabrie the button cannot become disengaged
without destroying the fastener. A strong
and reliable button-fastener is thus produced

25 ab a nominal cost. :
Having described my invention, I claim—
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1. A button-fastener consisting of a table
having a shank provided with an.enlarged
end, and two penetrating-prongs projecting
from one edge of said table, said shank being 30
formed into a loop for the reception of the
eye of a button, the enlarged end of said
shank being retained in a slot formed in the
table between the prongs, and clamped be-
tween said table and the material when se- 35
cured thereto, substantially as specified.

2. The fastener A, comprising the table 1,
having prongs 2 2, and the slot or opening 3.
between said prongs, and further provided
with theloop 6, having shank4,provided with
enlarged end 5, said shank to be clamped be-
tween the table and the material when se- .
cured thereto, and to be engaged with the
opening 3 in said table, substantially as shown
and described. 45

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

RICHARD SANFORD.
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‘Witnesses:
. A. Smits, Jr.,
CHARILES GREENE.



