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UNITED STATES

PateNT OFFICE.

SHERWOOD B. FERRIS, OF LAKEWOOD, NEW JERSEY.

FLEXIBLE BUTTON-FASTENING FOR CORSETS OR OTHER GARMENTS.,

3PECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 345,037, dated July 6, 1886. .
Application filed November 18, 1885. Serial No. 183,206. (No-model.) l

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, SEERwWooD B. FERRIS, of
Lakewood, Ocean county, State of New Jersey,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Button-Fastenings for Corsets and other
Articles, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact deseription.

Thisinvention relates toflexible button-fast-
enings, and is mainly designed for use on cor-
sets, but is also applicable to other articles or
garments, By the termn ¢ flexible button-fast-
ening’’ is meant a button carried by a tape or
flexible strip, either single or double, secured
at its one end to the article or garment, and
carrying the button in a pendent or flexible
manneratany desired distance from such point
of fastening of the tape or strip, whereby,
among other advantages, increased facility is
afforded for connecting and disconnecting the

Dbutton with the button-hole, over or as com-

pared with a direct or rigid attachment of the
buntton to the article or garment. In such
flexible button-fastening the button hasusually
been secured to the tape or-flexible strip by
sewing orriveting, which not only exposes the
button to easy detachment on subjecting it to
a jerk or heavy strain, but it necessitates two
separate attachments—that is to say, first, the
button to the tape or strip by a separate and
special attachment, as by sewing, riveting,
&e.; and, secondly, the attachment of the tape
or strip-to the article or garment.

My invention dispenses with one of these
special attachments, and gives a more secare
or better hold of the button; and it consistsin
a corset or garment provided with buttons car-
ried by tapes or flexible strips passed forward
and backward sucecessively through the center
portions of the buttons and secured fo the gar-
ment at their terminal portions under cover
and inclosure by a seamed portion of the gar-
ment, whereby time is economized, and a neat,

- strong, and durable attachment is obtained, as
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hereinafter set forth. In some cases the tape,
flexible strip, or cord which carries the butten
may be elastic, and in others be inelastic.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 represents a front perspective view

of a corset, the shoulder-straps being omitted,
having my invention applied. Figs. 2, 3, and
4 are detail views showing different modifica-
tions of the improved button-fastening.

A A indicate the two sections or halves of
the corset, made of any suitable material and
of any approved style. They areshown, how-
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ever, as closed by buttons down the front, and -

as having buttons at the waist-line for attach-
ment of the skirt; also as having one of a pair
of buttons at the bottom of the hip portion of
the corset adapted to fasten stocking-support-
ersto. Any orall of these sets of buttons may
be used, as desired. In each and every case,
however, the buttons are flexibly connected
with the article of dress by tapes or cords at
afly suitable distance from and to one side of
the points of attachment of the tapes or cords
to the article of dress, to facilitate their con-
nection with and disconnection from the but-
ton-holes—as, for instance, the button-holes d,
with which the buttons b down the front of the
corset engage, This makes what is known as
a ‘‘flexible button-fastening.”” The flexible
tapes or cords, however, are directly connected
with thebuttons by passing said tapes or cords
any number of times backward and forward
through perforations in the eyes or center por-
tions of the buttons, thus directly carrying the
buttons, and doing away with all riveting or
sewing of the buttons onto the tapes or cords,
and providing a much stronger connection .of
the buftons with the tapes or cords. Thusthe
tapes ¢, which carry the buttons b, that unite
the two sections of the corset down the front,
are threaded or passed (see Figs. 1 and 2) first
through one perforation and then returned
through another perforation 'in the body or
center portions of the buttons; and, further-
more, the tapes thus doubled are secured at
their inner or separate end portions to the cor-
set by and under cover orinclosure of a seamed
portion, e, of the goods, secured by one or moreé
rowsof stitching, /, which may extend all down
the front of the corset, and be readily and rap-
idly made by an ordinary sewing-machine.
This makes a neat, strong, and durable attach-
ment, the portions of the tapes which are se-
cured to the article or garment being under
cover and bound to their places between two
or more thicknesses of material. It forms a
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quick way, too, of putting on the buttons.
Each button d’ at the bottom of the hip portion
of the corset issimilarly carried and connected;
but, instead of a tape, an elastic cord, ¢/, asseen
in Fig. 1, may be used, the ends of said cord be-
ing secured, as in the case of the tape, by stitch-
ing—as, for instance, by an under cover of a
seamed portion, ¢, of the goods. Other but-
tons on different parts of the covset may be
similarly carried and fastened by flexible tapes
or cords, elastic or inelastic.

In some cases provigion may be made for
adjustably connecting the buttons with the
tapes or cords which carry-them. This is
shown for the buttons »* 5* on the waist-line,
used to attach the skirt to the corset. Thus,
ag shown in Figs. 1 and 3, the tape ¢*, which
is threaded or passes forward and backward
through perforations in the eye or center of
the button 4% and is secured at its one end nun-
der a seamed portion, ¢, of the garment, or
otherwise, by stitching, has its opposite end
portion loose or pendent. - This provides for
adjusting the button at any desired point on
or along the tape ¢’. A similar arrangement

is shown for the button #*, so far as its adjust-
ment on or along the tape ¢’ is eoncerned; but
in this case said tape, after the button has been
adjusted on or along it, as desired, has its op-
site ends secured under or by seamed portions
¢ ¢ of the garment, or otherwise, by stitching.
The tapec’, too, is shown as threaded, or passes
through a greater number of perforations in
the eye or center portion of the button.
Having fully described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—
In corsets and other garments or articles of
wear provided with flexible button-fastenings,

" the article or garment provided with buttons

b, carried by tapes or flexible strip ¢, passed
forward and backward successively through
the center portions of the buttons and secured
to the garment at their terminal portions un-
der cover and inclosure by aseamed portion

of the garment, essentially as shown and de-
scribed.
SHERWOOD B. FERRIS.
Witnesses:

A. GREGORY,
C. SEDGWICK.
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