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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BearAIM T, HERRING-
TON, of West Hoosmh, county of Rensselaer,
and State of New York, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Oil-Hole Covers,
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description, 1efe1'enee bemo had to the ac-
companying drawings, nmking part of this
specification. _

My invention relates to means for protect-
ing journals from dust and dirt, such as would
be liable to gain access ’rhereto through the
hole or aperture in the bearing through which
the journal is Iubrieated; and it consists in the
combination, with the perforated journal box
or bearing, of a pivoted or sliding button or
cover arranged over the 1)8rf01“l13101] or oil-hole

. through srud bearing, and held to place by
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means of aspring adapted to permit said cover
to be moved to one side for the purpose of oil-
ing the journal, and to automatically retract
said cover to position for protecting the jour-
nal when released- after the journal has been
oiled, as hereinafter explained.

- The device is especially designed for use on
harvesting and other agricultural machines
which are exposed to the weather, and are,
more thai other machines, liable to become
obstructed by dust or dirt and other clogging
matter; but it may be used on other machinery
wherever it is found to be applicable or de-
sirable.

In the accompfmymo drawings, Iligure 1 is
a perspective view of a por tlon of a frame
with its sleeve-bearing and a portion of a shaft
journaled therein with my improvement ap-
plied. Fig. 2 represents a longitudinal sec-
tion through the upper side of the sieeve-bear-
ing and the pivoted cap or oil-hole. cover ap-
plied thereto; Fig. 3, a perspective view show-
ing in detail bhe p'u'bs of my 1mproved device,
and Fig. 4 a transverse section showing a modi-
ﬁcatlon in the arrangement of certain parts.

A replesents an arm of the frame of the ma-
chine; A/, asleeve-bearing formed thereon, and
Ba 11)01 tion of a shaft journaled in said sleeve,
At any suitable point for oiling said journal
the sleeve is perforated for that purpose, as
at @, and where the bearing is in the form of
a metal sleeve formed on the frame, said sleeve
is provided on its outer face surrounding said

perforation with o raised portion, ¢, flat on
its outer face, and forming a raised seat for a
slide, D, pivoted near one end on said seat at
e, as shown. The pivot 4 is Iocated near the
end of the seat opposite to that having the per-
foration a, sufficiently far removed from the
end of the seat and of the cover D to hold the
latter snugly to its seat. At the sides of the
seat ¢ are formed two upright lugs, ¢" and &,
the former serving as a stop for: limifing the
lateral movement of the cover in one direc-
tion,and the latter, ¢*, projecting upward with-
in a recess, d, formed in the inner adjacent
face of cover D, and serving to guide and
steady the lateral movements of the latter.
The socket or recess d is made by preference
in the semi-cylindrical form shown, open on
one side or edge of the cover, and curved in
the arc of a circle, of which the pivot ¢ is the
center, and the rib or lung ¢?is similarly formed
and curved toform a guide for the cover mov-
ing over it. Between the lug ¢’ and the end
d' of the socket or recess d in the eap or cover
D is arranged a spring, f, of spiral or other
suitable form, and adapted, when its fensgion
is not ov ercome, to hold the cap or cover
against the'lug ¢/, and resting snugly over and
covering the oil hole or aperture a.

When the journal Bneeds oiling, the cover
D can be readily pushed to one side, overcom-
ing the tension of the spring f, and when re-
leased after oiling the journal or filling the oil-
receptacle the spring serves to retract the
cover toits place over the hole ¢, and thereby
to effectunally prevent the admission thereto of
dust, dirt, or other obstructing matter.

Where the cover is applied to cast frames
having.slecve journal-bearings formed in it,
as explained, T prefer to place a rivet or pin
for forming the pivot of the cover in the mold
and mstmo the metal frame around it; but
where a wooden frame is employed the seat
for the cover may be cast upon the upper per-
forated portion of the box or bearing, or it
may be made separate therefrom and secured
in place on the frame by screws or rivets, or
in any suitable manner. I prefer to employ
the raised seat ¢, and a slide or cover corre-
sponding in size and form to such raised sur-
face, so that any dust or dirt falling on the
cover will fall off from or be prevented from
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lodging on the seat and getting into the oil
hole or receptacle, and so that the lateral move-

" ment of the cover will serve to effectually re-
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move any such matter as may accidentally
have adhered to the seat.

In Fig. 4 the guiding and spring sdcket is
shown formed in the seat or journal-box, and
the guide-spur, fitting and moving in said
socket, is formed on the moving cover.

The form of the raised seat and of the slid-
ing cover, as also-of the guideway for and of
the spring for retracting the cover, may of
course be varied without departing from my

invention, and a screw may be substituted for

the pivotal rivet; but the construction shown
and described is preferred.

Having now described my invention, I claim
as new—

1. The combination, with the journal box
or bearing having the oil hole or receptacle,
of a laterally-moving cover for the perforation
or receptacle, and a spring for holding said
cover in place over the same, substantially as
deseribed.

2. The combination of the journal box or

~ bearing provided with the oil hole or recep-
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tacle, the laterally-moving cover to said re-
ceptacle, a guide or ways in which said cover
moves, and the spring for automatically re-
tracting said cover after it has been moved for
oiling the journal, substantially as deseribed.

3. The combination, with the journal box
or bearing having the oil hole or receptacle,
of the seat ¢, provided with the guide ¢, the
cover D, pivoted to said seat and adapted to
move on said guide, and the spring f, inter-
posed between said cover and seat or journal-
box for holding the cover in place over the
oil-receptacle, substantially as deseribed. -

4. The combination, with the journal box
or bearing, of the raised and perforated seat,
the sliding oil-hole cover mounted and mov-
ing in ways on said seat, and the spring in-
terposed between said seat and cover, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 30th day of Septémber, A. D.
1885. :

EPHRAIM F. HERRINGTON.
‘Witnesses: ) .
JAmEs C. WILBUR,
Gro. A. ROsE.
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