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To all whom it may eoncern:

Be it known that I, IDA H. WESTGATE, of
‘Worcester county aud city, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Protectors and Stiffeners for Wearing-Ap-
parel, of which the following description, in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
is a specification, like letters on the drawings
representing like parts.

Dress-skirts are usnally provided at bottom
with a so-called ¢ facing,”’ ecommonly of wigan,
stitched within the same.

The primary object of my invention is the
production of a band of material corded and
stiffened along one edge, and which may be ap-
plied to a skirt or dress to protect and stiffen
it, especially at its lower edge.

The invention consists in a stiffened and
waterproofed cord stitched between a folded
or doubled piece of fabric and applied to a
garment in the manner hereinafter particu-
larly set forth and claimed, to protect and
stiffen the part to which it is affixed.

Tigure 1 represents a portion of a dress-
skirt faced with a corded protector and stiff-
ener made in accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 shows a piece of the same on a larger
scale; Fig. 3, a section of thesame in the line
xz, and Flg 4 a piece of my stiffened water-
proof cord.

In the drawings, A represents part of a
dress-skirt. The protector and stiffener B is
composed of apiece or band ofsilesia, cambrie,
jean, drilling, or it may be any water-proof
material—such as india-rubber cloth or oiled
silk, or other usual material—the same being
folded or turned over upon itself, so as to con-
stitute two layers or thicknpesses, 2 3, between
which is placed two or more rows of my stiff-
ening material, ¢, which is a cord stiffened
with a suitable glue or gum and made water-
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proof by the application to it of india-rubber
or equivalent material suitably dissolved and
applied to the said cord insnitable quantities.
If the fabrie used for the protector is not wa-
ter-proof, the water-proof cord or stiffening
material will be found to be very desirable,
because the cord, if not made water-proof, be-
comes soft when wet and shrinks and draws

out of shape, thus distorting the protector

and destroying the hang of the skirt. This
stiffened water-proof. cord is also valuable in
wearing-apparel.

In Flg 1 the protector is shown atbached ab
its lower end to the lower end of the skirt,
which is turned up,while the upper end of the
protector is attached to the dress-lining d, a
portion of which is shown in the said figure.

I am aware that it is not new to make a
skirt-protector consisting of a body of suita-
ble material provided on one side with pro-
truding guards made of leather, rubber, or
like durable material, so arranged that when
applied to a dress skirt or trail said guards
will be interposed between it and the ground.

I claim—

The dress - skirt and protector herein de-
seribed, consisting of the stiffened and water-
proof cords ¢, extending lengthwise of the
protector, so 4s to run parallel to the bottom
of the skirt, the two thicknesses of fabric 2 3
surrounding said cords,and the lines of stitch-
ing between said cords uniting the said thick-
nesses of fabric, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed ny name
to this specification in the presence of two
subscribing witnesses.

IDA H. WESTGATE.

‘Witnesses:
G. W. GREGORY,
B. J. NovEs,

45

35

60

70

75



