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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAmus T. GANTT, a
citizen of the United States, refiding at Ma-
con, in the county of Bibb and State of Geor-
gia, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Seed-Planters, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to improvements in
seed-planters, and more particularly to that
portion of the planter known as the ‘‘feed”’ or
“distributing’”’ wheel. :

My object is to construet a planter that will
feed without skipping, and will uniformly
work with any kind of cotton-seed, whether
wet or dry, rolled or unrolled.

To this end the invention consists in the
construction of novel devices for feeding and
distributing the seed, as will be more fully
understood from the following description,
when taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, in which— .

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the inven-
Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the same,
showing distributing-wheel. Fig. 3 is a side
view of the distributing-wheel.. Fig. 4 is a
perspective view of the feeding mechanism.
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the hopper,

- showing the feed-slot.
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Similar letters refer to similar parts in all

the drawings.

A designates the hopper or sced-box.

B shows the side beams that extend to the
back of the hopper, and between which there
is arranged the transporting power-wheel C,
whose sprocket-wheel 7, secured to its shaft,
connects with a similar wheel, 4, on the end
of the distributer-shaft by means of a drive
chain or belt, j.

The furrow-opener D, the clevis E, and the
spring-coverer I are, like the parts just des-
ignated, of usual construction and arrange-
ment, save the last-mentioned element, which
I prefer to secure to the back of the seed-box,
instead of bolting it to the beams underneath
the hopper. The reason for this preference
is twofold: First, in passing over the rocks or
stumps the spring-coverer does not come in
impinging contact with them; and, second, in
bearing down the handles of the planter the
pressure of the springs comes against the boli
that passes through the beams, taking there-
by the strain off the small bolts and nuts by
which the spring - coverer is secured to the
hopper.

The construction of my distributing and
feeding device proper is peculiar in its adap-
tation to cotton-seeds, whose form and nature
seem to require that they be stepped or trod-
den out rather than simply dropped or shak-
en from the box containing them. In the
hopper A, therefore, there is arranged a trans-
verse -shaft, a, provided with seed-agitating
pins or rods ¢, and carrying the feeding-wheel
b, whiech latter is equal in thickness to the
flange of the former, to which it is fastened,
without having any projections upon either
side. This feeder b consists of the plate ¢,
having teeth or spikes d, which are not tri-
angular or pointed, as in other planters, but
are broad across and beveled at their ends,
the interspaces between them being curved
or semicircular. With teeth thus shaped,
with spikes thus made ¢‘flat-footed,’’ it is evi-
dent that the feeding device—propelled by
the power-wheel with the aid of the sprocket-
wheels and .their connecting-chain—operates
without skips, and, as it were,. treads the
seed out from and through the opening of the
hopper, to the bottom of which the flat spikes
move nearly parallel when the planter is in
operation.

To regulate the quantity of seed passing
through the slot in the hopper’s bottom, this
latter is construeted with two adjustable slides,
S f, which are moved in or out by thumb-
serews g g.

I am aware that cotton-planters have been
constructed having a feed-wheel with straight
‘edges and agitating-rods. Therefore I do not
claim such, broadly.

Having now described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
85— X
In a seed-planter, the distributer feeding-
wheel carried within the seed-box on a shaft
provided with agitating- pins, and having
teeth or spikes that are broad across and bev-
eled at their ends, the spaces between them
being curved or semicireular, as shown, and
for the purpose described. .

' In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JAMES T. GANTT.
Witnesses: .

*J. O. WYNN,
W. W. STANFORD.
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