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Be it known that I, Epwin S. ELKIN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Spring-
field, in the county of Sangamon and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Tmprovements in Files; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact deseription of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an improvement in
files particularly intended for sharpening the
calks of horseshoes, but equally well adapted
for other similar purposes; and the object of
this improvement is to enable the calks to be
sharpened without removing the shoe from
the hoof of the horse, or without removing
the calks if they be removable ones; and the
novelty therein lies in the combination, with
an ordinary flat file, of a beveled bar or gnard
removably attached to the sameand made ad-
justable crosswise, all as will be more fully
hereinafter described and claimed.

For a better understanding of the details
of construction and arrangement, attention is
invited to the accompanying drawings, in
which— : ' ,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved file; Fig. 2, a detail of the beveled bar
or guard and its attachments; and Fig. 8, a
cross-section through the file and bar or guard
at one of the points of attachment. '

‘Similar letters of reference denote corre-
sponding parts in the several views.

A denotes the blade of a common steel file,
preferably about a foot in length and two
inches wide, with a handle, A’, at each end
for convenience in holding and manipulating
the same with both hands. This blade A is
provided with two oblong slots or eyes, ¢ ¢—
one at each end—running crosswise, which
permit of the attachment and adjustability
of a beveled bar or guard, B. This bar or
guard is beveled preferably on both sides,
but has at each end a flat seat, b, with a pro-
Jjecting pin or stud, V', screw-threaded on the
end, as shown in Fig. 2,and is applied length-
wise to one side of the blade A, with its pins
or studs &’ &' passed through the slots or eyes

a a, and secured by nuts ¢ ¢, screwed on the
ends of said pins or studs. By attaching the
bar or guard in this way it is adapted to be
easily removed and is rendered adjustable
crosswise of the bladeto suit the requirements
in sharpening calks.

In using this file the calk is inserted be-
tween the blade A and the bar or gnard B,
and the file is then operated in the same way
that other flat files are operated.

It will be evident that the bar or guard
could be made rigid with the file, and that the
slots or eyesin the blade could be made round
or of some other shape instead of oblong.

The advantages of a file made in this way
are that a better hold ean be obtained upon the
calks, while at the same time the work of
sharpening can be done easier, quicker, and
better than with other files,

What I claim, and desirs to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a file, of a bev-
eled bar or guard, substantially as deseribed.

2. The combination, with a file, of a remov-
able beveled bar or guard, substantially as de-
scribed.

3. The combination, with a file, of a re-
movable and adjustable beveled bar or guard,
substantially as described. _

4. The combination, with a file, of a bar or
guard attached to and arranged parallel with
the bladeand adjustable crosswise of the same,
substantially as described. .

5. In combination, a file with a slot or eye
ab each end, and a beveled bar or guard hav-
ing pins or studs passed through said slots or
eyes and secured by nuts, substantially as de-

“seribed.

6. In combination, the file A, with an ob-
long slot or eye, a, at each end, the beveled
bar or guard B, with a seat, b, and a pin or
stud, &', at each end, and the nuts ¢ ¢, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

EDWIN 8. ELKIN,

Witnesses:

CHAS. B, RITTENHOUSE,
S. M. TAYLOR.
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