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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

_GHARLES K. BRADFORD, OF LYNNFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS.

SOLE-INKING DEVICE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of hetters Patent No. 345,666, dated
Application filed October 31, 1885, Serial No. 181,460.

To all whom it may CORCEFIL: .

" Be it known that [, CRARLES K. BRADFORD,
of Lynnfield, in the county of Essex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and usefal Improvements in Sole-Inking De-
viees, of which the following is aspecification.

This invention has for its object to provide
an improved device for inking the edges of
boob and shoe soles preparatory to polishing
said edges by a burnishing-tool. :

The invention consists in the combination
of a veservoir or holder,provided with a brush
or distributer which receivesink from the res-
ervoir, a spring-closed valve controlling the
flow of the ink from the reservoir to the brush,
and an opening-lever for said valve project-
ing downwardly from the upper end of the
reservoir, near the side thereof, so that it ean
be readily operated by a finger of the hand
holding the reservoir, the arrangement being
such that the operator holding the reservoir
in one hand can, with the same hand open
the valve while moving the brush over the
surface to be blacked, and thus regulate the
supply of ink. ‘ :

The invention also consists in the combina-
tion, with the brush, of a guard formed to
prevent the ink from reaching the upper of
the boot or shoe. - )

The invention also consists in certain de-
tails, all of which I will now proceed fo de-
seribe and claim.

Of the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
an elevation of my improved blacking-dis-
tributer. Fig. 2 represents a section on line
x «, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 represents a view of the
lower portion of one side. Fig. 4 represents
a side view of the lower portion of the oppo-
site side. - Fig. b represents aside view of the
lower portion of the distributer, showing a
different form of brush or ink-spreader. Fig.
6 represents an edge view of the part shewn
in-Fig. b.

The same letters of reference indicate the
same parts in all the figures.

In the drawings, ¢ representsa reservoir of
convenient form to be held in the hand. At
the lower end of the reservoir is an outlet or
passage, b, which is normally closed by a
valve, ¢, the stem d of which passes through
‘the top of the reservoir, and is provided with
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a spring, ¢, which presses the valve against
the upper end of the passage b. Tothelower
end of the outlet-passage is attached an ink-
spreading device, which may be a brush, N
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, or a strip, f', of
rubber or other suitable yielding material, as
shown in Figs. 5 and 6.
municates with the passage b, so as to receive
ink therefrom, the brush f being secared to
a eollar, g, which is screwed upon the lower
end of said passage, and is perforated to al-
low the ink to flow from the passage into the
brush, while the yielding strip f” is provided
with one or more perforations communicating

! with said passage b, the ink flowing through

said perforations upon the outer surface of the
strip. '

j represents a bent lever,bearing at one end
against a collar, ', on thestem d, and extend-
ing downwardly in such proximity to the res-
ervoir that the operator can move it by one
finger of the hand that holds the reservoir.
An inward pressure on the downwardly-pro-
jecting end of said lever will 1ift its other.end
and thus cause it to open the valveo, the spring
¢ closing the valve when said pressure is re-
moved.  Slots mm areformed in the top of the
reservoir to receiveand prevent the lateral dis-
placement of the lever, the cover of the reser-
voir constituting a fulerum on which the lever

Said spreader com-.
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rocks. The lever is here shown as composed -

of a wire rod, bent so as to pass around the
valve-stem, so that it is held in place jointly

by said stem and by the slots m m in the top

of the reservoir, no pivot or other connection
being required. 1t is obvious, however, that
the lever may be of any other suitable form,
and may be pivoted to the reservoir,if desired.

o represents a guard attached to the reser-
voir, and projecting
edge of the brush or spreader, so as to enter
the - crease between
boot or shoe, as shown in Fig. 1, and prevent
the brush from applying the ink tothe upper.
Said guard is preferably adjustable, so that it
can be caused to project to any desired dis-
tance beyond the brash or spreader, and can
be adjusted to compensate for wear of the
brush.

As shown in Figs. 1 and 3, the guard is
adapted to slide in guides 7 r attached to the

downwardly beyond one
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reservoir, and is held at any desired point by .
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aspring-arm, s, having
ter either one of a
guard.

Figs. 5 and 6 show the guard held against
the side of the passage b by a clamping-screw,
v, working in a frame, w, attached to the pas
sage. By loosening said screw the guard may
be adjusted as desired.

@ represents a plate attached to the reser-
voir,and formed to bear against the side of the
brush and compress the latter, as shown in
Fig. 1, thus keeping the brush in compact
form. Said plate is breferably adapted to
slide between guides ¥’ i on the casing for
purposes of adjustment. When the strip f’
of yielding material is used as a Spreader, the
passage or outlet ) is preferably somewbhat
flattened,and is somewhat curved at its lower
end, as shown in Tig. 5, and the strip is se-
cured to it preferably by a wire or other bind-
er, ¢, passed around the outlet and the ends
of the strip.

It will be seen that the described device is
simple in construction and enables the oper-
ator to conveniently apply and regulate the
ink.

It is obvious that the details of counstruction
may be variously modified withous departing
from the spirit of my invention,

I elaim—

1. A device for inking the edges of boot and
shoe soles, and adapted to be carried and con-
trolled by one hand of the operator,consisting
of areservoir of elongated form,provided with
a distributer at its lower end, and having an
internal spring closed valve, a stem secured to

a pin, ¢, adapted to en-
series of orifices, «, in the

said valve and extending upward therefrom
through the upper end of the reservoir, and a

! trolled by one hand of
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lever engaging the upper end of said stem for
operating the valve, as set forth,

2. A device for inking the edges of boot and
shoe soles, and adapted to be carried and con-
the operator, consist-
ing of a reservoir of elongated form, provided
with a distributer at its lower end,and having
an internal spring - closed valve, a stem se-
cured to said valve and extending upward
therefrom through the upper end of the reser-
voir, and a lever composed of a wire rod en-
gaging the upper end of said stem by being so
bent as to pass therearound, said lever being
also bent over the top of and
proximity to the reservoir that the operator
can move it by one finger of the hand that
holds the reservoir, as set forth,

3. The ink-reservoir having the spreader,
the internal spring-closed valve, and the bent
external lever adapted to oscillate on the res-
ervoir, and engaged at one end with the stem
of the valve, as set forth.

4. The combination,with the reservoir hav-
ing the perforated lower erid or outlet, of the
strip f’, of rubber or other yielding material,
suitably secured thereto, having an extended
flat face or surface, and provided with perfo-
rations extending through said strip and com-
municating with said first-mentioned perfora-
tions and said face or su rface, as set forth.

In testimony whereof Thave signed my name
to this specification,in the presence oftwo sub-
seribing witnesses, this 2Sth day of September,

1885,
CHAS. K. BRADFORD.
Witnesses:
C. F. BrRoww,
H. Brown.
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