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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD ADOLPHUS
HrNDRrRICKS, of Cmpentelsvﬂle, in the county
of Kane and State of Illinois, have invented a
certain new and Improved Platfoun Spring
Coupling, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to the consbructlon of
that form of coupling by which the approach-
ing ends of the several sets of springs which
constitute what is known as a platform-spring,
are united and held in place, the object of
my invention being to provide a coupling
which will prevent all rattling, and will per-
mit of an extension of zmy spring of the
series without a corresponding movement
of the other springs; and to this end my in-
vention consists of a central block formed
with grooves or ways, in which the clips car-
rying the side and end springs are mounted,
so that they may slide forward and back in
the direction of the springs which they carry.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 is a side view of my improved

coupling. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
same.
The central block, A, of the coupling is

formed with two T-shaped ways or grooves,
a ¢, which run at right angles the one to the
other. One end of each of the grooves named
is closed, as indicated at b in Fig. 1, the closed
side being toward the spring when the parts
to be hereinafter described are united.

The blocks to which the springs are fixed
are shown at B B, and are formed with retain-
ing ears or lugs b b, and with a T-shaped
shank, C, arranged to fit within the grooves
aa'. Theears b are apertured as shown at
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e ¢, and through these apertures there is
passed the bolt D by which the springs are
held in place.

In pubting the parts together the T-shaped
projection of the block B is fitted within the
groove or way «, and the side spring, N, is
secured between the lugs or ears b b by the
bolt D, the closed end b of the slot ¢ being be-
neath the spring N. . The cross- -spring is fixed
to the block B in a similar manner, and the
shank C of said block fitted within the way
«'. Such being the construction and arrange-
ment of the parts, it will be readily seen that
when the platform is subjected to the strain
of a load, each spring will be free to move
endwise without twisting the springs to which
it is econnected, and that by this arrangement
the springs are relieved from any nndue twist-
ing strain, and that eonsequently they are not
liable to break when heavily loaded.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a platform-spring coupling, the com-
bination, with a central connecting-block, A,
of the spring-blocks B B/, substantially as de-
scribed, and for the purpose specified.

2. The combination, Wlt]l"LblO(ﬂ\, A, formed
with grooves or ways a «', of the bloclss B B,
formed with T-shaped shanks C, substantn]ly
as deseribed.

3. The combination, with the Dblock A,
formed with the grooves ¢ «', one end of which
is closed by a wall, as b, of the blocks B B/,
formed with shanks C, substantially as de-
seribed.

EDWARD ADOLPHUS HEEDRiCKS.
‘Witnesses:

S. DAHLBORY,
C. T. MILLER.
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