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To all whoms it inay concern:

Beit known that I, HARRY D. HENDERSON,
of .Tarlville, in the county of Madison, in the
State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Pire- Kindlers, of
whieh the following, taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings, is a full, clear,
and exact deseription.

This invention relates to the class of fire-
kindlers in which 4 perforated case is packed
with asbestus and provided with a handle by
which to hold the said case under the fuel to

-be kindled, the asbestus being saturated with

kerosene or other suituble inflammable mate-
rial, which, being ignited, ignites the afore-
said foel. -

My invention consists, first, in an improved
construction of the case or shell which con-
tains the asbestus, said shell being provided
with a solid concave bottom disk, which forms
a receptacle fora quantity of the inflammable
oil with which the asbestus is saturated, said
receptacle preventing the dripping of the oil
from the case, and - also serving to supply the
asbestus with oil for a longer time, and conse-
quently increasing the efficiency of the kindler.

My invention consists, secondly, in a novel
construction of the handle of the kindler,which
handle is composed of a wire bent at the cen-
ter,and having its end portionsdiverging from
each other and secured to. the case, so as to
form a broad handle, which enables the ma-
nipulator of the kindler to more easily hold
the case ina horizontal position, and thus pre-
vent the spilling of the oil from the solid con-
cave bottom of the case; and the invention
consists, thirdly, in the combination, with the
case constructed as aforesaid, of a sheet of as-
bestus applied to the inner or concave side of

thesolid bottom of the case and loose asbestus |

fibers packed between the aforesaid sheet and
perforated cover of the case, whereby the effi-
ciency of the kindler is increased, all asherein-
after more fully deseribed, and specifically set
forth in the claims. - ‘

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a top
plan view of my improved fire-kindler. Fig.
2 is a side view of the same; and Fig. 3 isa
transverse section on line z x, Iig. 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts.

A denotes the concave bottom disk of the
shell or case, which disk is solid or imperfo-
rate and of the form of a sancer or similar re-

-ceptacle. .

C represents the cover of the case. This

cover is concavo-convex and perforated, and
is-placed over the bottom disk, A, with the
concaveside of the former facing the concavity
of the latter. ) -
* The aforesaid partsof the case are provided
with corresponding horizontal outward pro-
jections, ¢ ¢, ab their adjacent sides, which pro-
jections are perforated, and by rivetss s pass-
ing through one set of said projections and
headed at opposite ends, and the ends of the
wire handle’ passing through the perforations
of the other seb of projections, ¢, and clinched
thereon, the cover C is secured to the bottom
disk, A. TUpon the inner or concave side of
the bottom disk, A, I place a sheet, a, of as-
bestus, and between this sheet and the cover
C,T pack loosely asbestus fibers, as designated
by the reference-letter b. o

In charging the case with the inflammable oil,
the asbestus becomes thoroughly saturated,
and in case a surplus of oil is introduced into
the case it settles to the saucer-shaped bottom
of the case, and is there retained in reserve to
supply oil to the asbestus as it is consumed
therefrom by combustion, the oil rising from
the bottom of the case and from the asbestus
sheet through the loose asbestus fibers by cap-
illary action. The solid bottom -of the case
effectually guards against the spilling of the
oil from the case, which is one of the great.de-
fects of other fire-kindlers of this class. .

In order to enable the manipulator of the
described fire-kindler to hold the case or shell
A C more securely in a horizontal position, I
form a broad handle, &, of asingle piece of wire
bent at the center and having its end portions
diverging from each otber, as illustrated in
Fig. 1 of the drawings, the ends -of said wire
being inserted in the projection ¢ and clinched
therein, as hereinbefore described. g

I do not claim 'a fire-kindling torch com-
posed of two perforated sections containing
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asbestus, as such is the construction of fire-
kindlers :already in use.. Myinvention con-
sists specifieally ind the improved detail e¢on-
straction of the fire-kindler, whereby 1 render
the same muel safer and more efficient, asg al-
ready hercinbefore fully set fortli; henee
What. I elaim as new, and desire to seeure
by Letters Patent, is '
1. Phe improved fire-kindler consisting of
the imperforate concave oil-receptacle A, the
perforated eoncavo-convex eover €, the broad
handle 7, for supportiong the said receptacle
in.a horizontal position, composed of a:single
piece of wire bent-ab its center and having its
end portions diverging {rom each other, and
passing through two holes in the margins of
the disk and its cover and riveted thereon, and
an asbestus filling between the reeeptacle and
its cover; substantially asdescribed andshown, |

2. The combination of the inrperforate eon- 20
«ave oil-receptacle A, the perforated concavo-
convex coverC,sceured tosaid receptacle, with
the coneavities facing each other, a sheet, a; of
asbestus applied to-the concave side of the re-
ceptacle A, and: loose asbestus fibers between 25
the sheet « and cover €, substantially as de-
seribed and shown. .

Intestimonywhereof I have hereunto signed
my name and affixed my seal, in the presence
of two attesting witnesses, at Syracuse; in the
county of Onondaga, in the State of New Yorlk,
this 3d day of Juane, 1856.
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Witnesses: :
IFreperiex M. Gises,
. C. CANNoN,




