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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES HUNTER, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a’ resident of
Ruff’s Dale, in the county of Westmoreland
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Fence-
Posts; and I dohereby declare that the foliow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description of
the invention,which will enable others skiiled
in the-art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, which form a part of
this specification, and in which—
© Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved fence-post. Fig. 2 is asimilar view of
one-half part of the same. Fig. 3is a cross-
section on line z . Fig. 4 is a longitudinal
vertical section of the post, and -Fig. 51is a
perspective view of a modification of the post.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts in all the figures.
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My invention has relation to fence-posts;
and it consists in the construction and combi-
nation of parts of a post, which will be here-
inafter more fully described and claimed.

My improved post may be made of metal or
any other material, as may be desired. If
made of metal it may be cast, or it may be
made from boiler-iron or other sheet metal of
sufficient thickness by stamping the same ina
suitable die.

As will be seen by the drawings, the post
consists of two parts or halves, A and B,which
when placed together form a tubular post,
circalar in cross-section and tapering gradu-
ally from the base toward the top. One or
both of the parts A B has notches ¢ b, throngh
which the strands of wireare mserted in bmld
ing up the fence.

The parts A and B are held together by
means of one or more rings, (shown at C,)
which are driven down upon the post {from the
top of the same,which will bind the two parts
A and B firmly together, or screw-threaded
bolts may be driven through the apertares I,
and secured upen their serew-threaded ends
with the nuts G, as shown in Fig. 5 of the
drawings.

The flaring lower portion of the post, con-
stituting the base, which is inserted into the
ground, is made with a sharp lower edge, as
shown at D, and by making this part of the
post with a large inside chamber, it will not
be easily affected by frost, but will retain its
position in the ground unaffected by the np-
heaving caused by frosts. This construetion
of the base also operates to hold the post firmly
in the ground, as the earth may be packed
firmly around it, besides filling thehole inside
of the post.

If desired, a recess, A’, may be cub in the
post near its upper end for the reception of a
rail, A% which will be more readily observed
by the animals inclosed.

The top of the post is provided with a series
of notches or serrations, I, for the purpose of
facilitating the removal of the post when de-
sired by inserting a bar or lever into these
notches and working the same sidewise, which
loosens the post in the ground, so that it may
be easily withdrawn without the necessity of
taking the two parts A B apart from each
other.

I am aware that it is not new to constructa
fence-post consisting of two tapering parts and
provided with clamps to secure the same, and
I do not claim such construction, broadly;
but

I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pab-
ent of the United States—

A tubular fence - post consisting of two
tapering sections, having serrations qt the top,

flared at their lower endb, with beveled edges "

on the inner sides of said lower ends, and
notches in the sides of one of the said sections,
in combination with the clamps for securing
the two parts together, substantially as and
for the purpose shown zmd set, forth.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JAMES HUN TDR

‘Witnesses:
CLARK SILLANAN,
HARRY SHERRICK.
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