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—

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Tromas P. TAYLOR, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bridge-
port, in the county of Fairfield and State of
Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Lacing-Stays for Cor-
sets; and I do hereby declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to-which it appertains to make and
use the same,

My invention relates to the manufacture of
corsets, and has for its object to greatly im-
prove the system of lacing, so that a corset
may be laced up much more easily and with
less strain upon the cord than has heretofore
been possible, and at the same time all strain

shall be removed from the material of the cor- -

set and taken up by the stay alone. I have
therefore devised a lacing-stay provided with
eyes projecting outward from the side thercof,
and consisting of one or more continuous coils
of wire lying in the plane of the stay, so that
in use a wide bearing-surface is provided for
the lacing-cord.

Heretofore the system of lacing corsets has
been to pass the cord through lacing-hooks or
through eyelets secured in a wide stay, or
placed between two stays or between the two
sides of a double stay. In the two latter in-
stances the eyelets are supported by the mate-
rial of the corset proper, usually re-enforced
by strips of paper or other material inserted
to lend additional stability.. The wide stays
are objectionable, owing to their weight and
to the expense of production. The other Sys-
tems are also objectionable, on account of the
expense of production, and also because the
strain in use comes largely upon the material
of the corset, as the re-enforcing material
quickly becomes saturated with perspiration
and rendered of very little use. All of the

‘systems heretofore used are open to the still

more serious objection that the eyelets are
necessarily placed so far apart that great strain
upon the cord is necessary in lacing the cor-
sets. As a matter of fact, tlie strain upon the
cord is 50 great that serious inconvenience is
caused by the frequent bréaking of the cords
in use. It is of course necessary to leave a
little space at the back between the two halves

of a ‘corset.when they are laced up. In the
old system of lacing it was necessary that the
cords in passing from side to side should not
only cross thisspace, but should also pass over
the outer stay or over the outer half of a dou-
ble stay. In order to overcome these serious
objections, I provide eyes consisting of coils
of wire through which the cords pass, and
which project inward from ordinary single
stays. - I thus reduce by more than one-half
the distance between the opposite bearing-
points of the cord, so that a very much shorter
cord may be used, the strain upon the cord
will be much more nearly in a straight line,
and the entire drawing strain will be taken up
by the stay itself. In devices of this class it
is of course essential that the cost of produc-
tion should be reduced to the minimum with-
out impairing the durability, and it is further-
more essential that the eyes shall present a
broad smooth bearing-surface to the cord, in
order o prevent any wedr upon the latter. In
order to accomplish these results, I form the
eyes from a single piece of wire, as I will now
describe, referring by numbers to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this speci-
fication, in which—

Figure 1 is an elevation of a portion of the
back of the two halves of a corset, illustrating
the manner in which my invention is carried
into effect; Fig. 2, a view of a portion of a
corset-stay, illustrating the manner inwhich I
preferably form the eye and attach it to the
stay; and Fig. 8, a perspective of the eye de-
tached.

- 11 indicate the two halves of the corset,
which may be of any preferred construction.
2 indicates the lacing-stay; 3, the eyes, and 4
the cord. The eyes are formed from a single
piece of wire, as shown in Fig. 8. As it is
important that a broad bearing-surface should
be presented to the cord, while at the same
time the eye as a whole should be as light as
possible, I form one or more coils at the cen-
ter of the piece of wire. This is elearly illus-
trated in IMig. 3, in which the wire is coiled
once, thus presenting two thicknesses of the
wire for the cord to bear against.  Another
coil may of course be formed, if desired; but
in practice one is found quite sufficient. * The
ends of the piece of wire are passed through
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holes's in' the stay, and tlie eye is sceured in
position by bending the ends over flat against
the stay, as indicated in Iig. 1.
1t will of course e scen that the details of
g construction may be widely varvied without
departing from the spirit of my invention.
I claim—
A lacing-stay for -eorsets having eyes pro-
jecting from ‘the side thercof, sald. eyes eon-
1o sisting of one or more continuous coilsof wire

347,449

lying in the plane of the stay, wherceby addi-
tional bearing-surface isformed for the lacing:
cord, the ends of the wire being attached to
the stay tohold the eyes in place.
In testimony whereol Taffix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
' TITOMAS P. TAYLOR.
Witnesses:
AL M. WOOSTER,
Conra E. RUGGLES.




