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To all whom it may concerm:

Beitknown thatT, HARRY WINTER COOLEY,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Easton, in the county of Northampton “and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Metal Loop and Cateh therefor, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
fasteners-or clasps of metal for secaring fly-
nets to harness and for other uses.

Heretofore both body and breast and ﬂ'mk
nets, after being adjusted or fastened either
around the breast of the horse or tothe saddle
by means of buckling with small straps, have
been drawn back over the horse and fastened
at a point on the back-strap about where the
hip-strap passes through by a leather or cord
string or lash by passing the string around
the back-strap and tying it thereto, or, on
harness where the crupper-dock is buckled on,
by passing a lash or rib under the buckle-
strap which attaches the crupper-dock to the
back-strap; or, in some cases, an extra crup-
per-dock has been sewed to the center rib of
the net and passed under the horse’s tail,
thereby holding the net in position. All
former methods of fastening fly - nets have
been inconvenient, and the first above de-
scribed quite insecure, resulting in frequent
dislodgments of the net, owing to the motion
of the horse, which acts to untle or slip the
knotted lash, and finally through wear to
break the latter.

The object of my invention is, primarily,
to provide facilities for the quick, easy, and
secure adjustment and fastening of fly-nets to
haruess; and I attain this object by the use of
the devices illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a view of my improved loop be-

fore it is bent into position. Fig. 2is'a view
in perspective of a loop when bent into posi-
tion, constructed according to my invention.
Fig. 3 is a view of a cateh for the loop con-
structed aecording to my invention.  Fig. 4
exhibits parts of the center rib of a fly-net,

@G G, and of the back-strap of a set of har-

ness, H H; respectively, with my improved
loop attached to the latter and my improved
catch therefor to the former. Fig. 5shows
the catch and loop when engaged in the posi-
tion in which they would be adjusted upon a
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horse in order to securely attach the fly-net
to the harness.

Similarletters relatetosimilar partsthrough-
out the several views.

My improved loop is struck from a single
piece of metal, as shown in Fig. 1, and is pro-
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vided with a slot, A, the shoulders C C, and

the legs or prongs BBBB. The four prongs
are run through the back-strap of any kind of
harness, smole or double, and fastened by be-
ing bent over on the under side. . By bendlng
the loop on each side at a point about one-
eighth of an ineh above the termination of
the prongs a shoulder is formed on each side
C C, which comes in contact with the upper
surface of the back-strap, prevents the loop
from further penetrating the leather, and
leaves the top of the loop in'suitable position
for use. The corresponding catch for the loop
also consists of a single piece of metal, bent
into shape, as shown in Fig. 3, and is provid-
ed with the T-shaped head D, the prongs or
legs F I, and by the bending of the Jatter with
shoulders at E BE. The prongs F I are run
into and through and fastened in the same
manner to the under side of the center rib of
the fly-net in such position that when the fly-
net is placed over the horse the T-shaped top
of the catch will be at right angles with the
greatest diameter of the slot in the loop at-
tached to the back-strap of the harness and
will be immediately above the said slot.

To adjusta fly-net in position and easily
and securely fasten if, it is then only necessary
to place the back part of the net over the
horse, turn the T-shaped catch in its center
rib in a line with the greatest diameter of the
slot in the loop upon the back-strap of the
harness, insert the catch in the slot, thenturn
the net in correct position toward the horse’s
head, and fasten it to the saddle or breast.
The top of the T-shaped cateh D is now at
right angles to the greatest diameter of the slot
A, through which it is passed, and is confined
in the loop, as shown in Fig. 5, so that it can-
not escape until the front fastening of the net

60

65

75

8o.

85

is released, when the top D may again be .
turned in a line with the greatest diameter of roo

the slot A and disengaged therefrom.
greater security the slot A may be somewhat
less in its greatest dimension than the top D
of the complementary catch, thus rendering
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it neeessary to slightly tip the cateh-top ous
of a horizontal line in order to insert it into
the slot A, and making it more difficalt to re-
move it from the latter. The top D must al-
ways be longer than the least diameter of the
slot.

The form of loop which I have described is
of great advantage in this respect, that there
18 no opportunity afforded for the horse’s
tail when switchied over it to cateh inany part
thereof, or between the loop and the strap to
which it isattached.

My loop is readily put on, and may be as
readily taken off] if desired, at atime when fly-
nets are not in use. It is ornamental, smali,
inexpensive, and in no manner objectionable.

My loop and eateh may be applied to other
and obvious uses without departing {rom my
invention.

Other forms of my loop and catch may be
employed without departing from my inven-
tion.

Iaving thus deseribed my invention, what |

I claim is—
1. The combination, with a slotted loop

made of a single picee of metal provided with
prongs adapted to be fastened toleather, cloth,
and similar materials, and constructed to pre-
vent the loop from entering the material to
which it is fastened beyound the top of the
prongs, of a loop-cateh, also made of a single
piece of metal provided with prongs and
shoulders for a like purpose, and adapted to
cnter and engage with the slotted loop, all
constructed and operating substantially as
described.

2. Asafastening device, a metal loop pro-
vided withaslot, A, prongs orlegs B 13 B B, and
shoulders C C, in combination with a loop-
cateh provided with a T-shaped top, D, shoul-
ders II I, and prongs or legs ' T, the top of
the loop-catch being longer or shorter than
the greatest diameter of the slot, but longer
than the least diameter thercof, substantially
as described.

ITARRY WINTER COOLLY.
Witnesses:

H. AL Sacr, Jr.,
EpwaAnrp HILL.
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