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PaTENT OFFice,
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WATER-CLOSET-SEAT PROTECTOR.

SPECIFICATION formirig part of Lietters Patent No, 347,586, dated August 17,1886.
Application filed May 11, 1886. Serial No, 201,816. ‘ (No model.)

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Jorn H. ENGELHARDT,
Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing at
Montgomery, in the county of Montgomery
and State of Alabama, have invented certain
new and useful Improvementsin Water-Closet-
Seat Protectors; and I do declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact desecription
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, and to the letters
and figures of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

This invention relates. to improvements in
protectors for the seats of water-closets.

It has for its object to provide a protector
free from the objections which obtain against
those of ordinary construction.

It consists in the peculiar construction and
arrangement of parts hereinafter described,
and specifically pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 isa top plan of a
blank as it is first prepared. Tig. 2 isa top
plan of my improved protector complete and
toilet attachment; and Fig. 3is a longitudinal
section on the line # 4 of Fig. 2, showing the
fiap bent down. '

In manufacturing my device I employ any
suitable material—fibrous textile, &e.—which
can be ciat and pressed into form. -

Machinery by which a complete protector
is made by a single action or movementthere-
of is employed by me in the manufacture of
my device. I use heavy paper which is not

‘easily torn, and which has a sufficient flexi-

bility to permit it to yield or bend under the
weight of the person using it. It is not my

‘intention to use thin,light paper, because such

paper is too easily torn and rendered useless.
Besides, very light paper would not answer for
the complete protector.and toilet attachment
hereinafter described. .

Each protector is made from a single sheet
of paper, a, of any suitable -contour to adapt
it to the closet-seat. A wide slif, ¢/, of ap-
proximately oval form is made in the paper,
whereby a flap, ¢°, is formed. The contour
of the opening formed by this slit is wider at
its rear than at its front end, corresponding
to the usual shape of openings in closet-seats.

In constructing my protector I prefer to re-

move a portion of the paper, so as to leave a
space between the flap ¢’ and the body of the
sheet, as shown in Fig. 1. This reduces the
size of the flap, so ‘that all possible interfer-
ence between it and the main body is obvi-
ated. 'When the protector is 1aid flab upon
the ‘closet-seat, the flap drops at once into a
vertical or nearly vertical position. The edge
of the body «, next the slit, is pressed down,
so as to' form a tapered flange, a®, which is
widest ab its rear portion, and gradually di-
minishes in width till it rans out to nothing
at'its forward ends next the junchion of the
flap ¢* with the said body. The purposes of
tapering the flangé are,that it permits the use
of the protector on different sizes of openings,
and that its rear wider portion will brace
againgt the flap, and thus hold the said pro-
tector in place. When used on smaller or
roand openings, the flap will bend at a point
inward from its junction between the extreme
points of the slit,while the narrowness of the
flange at its front ends permits the protector
to lie practically flat upon the seat. The
flange turned down in the tapered form shown
provides protection to all portions of the per-
son which would touch the seat inthe absence
of a protector. When placed upon the seat,
the rear or wider end of the flange lies against
the rear portion of the opening therein,while
the flap bends down against the front end
thereof, and the protector thus held cannot be
moved or easily displaced.

A farther improvement is a bunch of toilet-
paper, b, secured at or near the middle of the
front end of the body «. I attach it at the
middle for convenience, so that it can be per-
mitted to remain attached till after the pro-

“teetor has been used, and can then be detached

without inconvenience to the person. It can
be attached at the side or near one corner.
‘When attached at the middle, as shown, it will
drop over the outer front edge of the seat,and
aid In maintaining a firm position to the pro-
tector. This toilet-paper may be secured by
any well-known means. I find it more easily
done by a staple which ean be driven through
and -clinched by the same machinery which
cuts the slita’ and erimps the flange a’. - This
toilet-paper may be medicated, if desired.

The protectors are detached from eachother .

and are hung up in bunches in the closet, so
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that one of them may be readily taken, when
desired. :

T am aware that itis not new to have a seat-
protector provided with a hole having adown:-
wardly-projecting flange extending entirely
around the liole, and that it is not new tohave
a sheet provided with a series of perforations
surrounding or nearly surrounding the cen-

tral portion, which central portion is (o be

detaehed ov broken loose by the user, soiasito
provide the necessary opening to correspond
with the opening in the seat.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what

‘T elaim, and desire to secure by Tietters Pat-

ent, is—

1. A seat-protector consisting of a sheet
having an approximately-U-shaped slot cub
therein, widened af its rear and pradually re-
dueced near/its front ends, as shown, and for
the purpose set forth, forming the flap a’yand
having the portion of the sheet opposite the
flap formed into a depending flange, o'y wid-
ened at its middle and tapered to the planc of
the shect, snbsiantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

2. A seat-protector having a flap depending
therefrom and o hunch: of toilet- paper de-
pending from the outeredge of the protector

and acting in opposition to the fap te hold
the protector in position,

3. A seat-protector provided with an open-
ing, a flap depending from the forward por-
tion of the opening, a flange depending from
the rear of the opening, widened at its mid-
dle and tapered to thie planc of the protector
at its ends, and a bunch of toilet-paper de-
pending from the outer edge of the protect-
or and acting in conjunction with the flap
and flange to hold the protector in place, sub-
stantially as set forth.

4, The herein shown and deseribed seat-
protector; as an improved article of manufac-
ture, a sheet provided with an approximately-
U -shaped slot,widened at its rear and taperet
at its ends, forming the dlap «*, the flange ¢,
farmed at the rear of the slot and widened at
its middle and reduced to the plane of the
sheet at its ends, and a bunch of toilet-paper
depending from the front edge directly oppo-
site the flap, for the purpese set. forth.

Tn testimony whereof I affix; my signature
in presence of {two witnesses.

JOIIN II. ENGETLHARDT, JE.

Witnesses:

Gr. P IKRAMER,
T. N. GRIVFIN,




