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UNITED STATES

PATeENT OFFICE,

JOHN H. ETHRIDGE, OF PALUXY, TEXAS.

a

DUST-BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Létters Patent No. 347,701, dated August 17, 1886,
) Application filed May 17, 1886. Serial No. 202,375. (No model.)

To oll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN H. ETHRIDGE,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Paluxy, in the county of Hood and State
of Texas, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvementsin Dust-Boxes; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full,clear,and
exact description of the invention, which will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the'accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification, and
in which— :

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view of a
portion of a floor of a building provided with
my improved dust-box. Fig. 2 is a top view
of the box with the door in the floor opened.
Fig. 3 is.a bottom view of the box; and Fig. 4
is a view of the box lifted outiof its seat in the
floor and provided with its removable lid for
covering it while being earried to be emptied.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures. -

My invention "has relation to dust-boxes
adapted to be placed in the floor of a build-
ing, between the joists and below the floor,
and covered by a suitable lid flush with the
floor; and it consistsin the improved construe-
tion and combination of parts of the same, as
hereinafter more fully described and claimed.

Intheaccompanying drawings, the letters A
indicate .the joists of the floor; and B is the
floor, which hasa door, C, flush withitssurface.

The pan D or box is composed of a bottom,
E, having inclined sides F, the upper edges of
which are bent outward to form flanges G, and
two of these flanges, at opposite sides of the
box, are provided with re-enforeing strips or
bars H H, which rest upon the joists of the
floor, supporting the box. Two strips, I T,
having their upper ends bent inward, are se-
cured to the sides of the box upon their inner
sides, and form handles,by means of which the

* box may be raised out of its seat when it is

45

desired to empty it. A cover, J, may fit up-
on the top of the box whenitis removed from

its seat in the floor and conveyed to a place
where it may-be emptied.

It will be seen that the door, which is pref-
erably hinged at one edge, will cover the box,
forming a portion of the floor, and during
sweeping of the floor the door may be opened,
and the open box will receive the dust from
the floor as it is swept into it.

When the box is full,it may be lifted out of
its seat in the floor by the inwardly-bent ends
of the strips, which form handles, and the re-
movable lid may be placed upon the box,
whereupon it may be carried off and emptied.

It follows that the floor may thus be swept
free from every particleof dust, asall the dust
will be swept from the floor to a level below
it, and the sweeping of the dust into the box
instead of into a common dust-pan will be ac-
complished easier and with better results.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States— )

1. A dust-box consisting of a square bottom

.having inclined sides formed with outwardly-

projecting flanges, and having re-enforcing
strips secured to theunder sides of the flanges,
and with inwardly-bent strips secured to the
inner sides of the box, as and for the purpose
shown and set forth. .

2. The-combination, with a floor having an
aperture cnt into it and provided with a door
flush with the surface of the floor, of a dust-
box having asquare bottom and diverging sides
formed with ontwardly-projecting flanges, re-
enforced upon their under sides by plates or
bars and having strips secured to the inner
sides, having their upper ends bent inward, as
and for the purpose shown and set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses. -

JOHN H. ETHRIDGE.

‘Witnesses:
ParL. JACKSON,
J. L. JoxEs.
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