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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, JAMESs 8. UrTon, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Battle
Creek, in the county of Calhoun and State of
Michigan, have invented certain new and use-
ful Tmprovements in Wire Fences, of which
the following is a speeification, reference be-
ing had thercin to the accompanying draw-
ings. '

This invention relates to barb-w.re fences;
and it has for its object to provide a warning
for stock, which may readily be seen, so that
they will be deterred from running against
the barbs of the fence.

The mode of constructing and securing the
warning-plates forms the gist of my invention.

In the accompanying drawings, making part
of this specification, Figure 1 represents a side
elevation of the fence. Fig. 2 is a longitudi-
nal section of a post, showing the mode of fast-
ening. Fig. 3 represents an edge view of one
of the warning-plates. Fig. 4 represents a
slight modification in position of top wire and
plate.

In the figures, A represents the post of the
fence, which may be made of any suitable ma-
terial and in any of the known ways.

B B represent the ordinary barbed wires
secured to the posts, as usual, by staples or
other known ways. .

C represents the top wire of the fence, which
is made plain or without barbs.

The warning-plate D consists of a long nar-
row strip of sheet metal, bent centrally and
longitudinally upon itself till the parts or sides
D’ come in contact, and having the bend en-
larged to form a continuouseye, through which
the wire C passes, while the main portion of
the double plate depends from said wire. This
plate operates the same as a continuous top

rail, and hence is easily and quickly scen and

the fenee avoided. The said plate may be

readily applied to the wire by spreading the
depending partsor wings. This plateis placed
over the top wire and secured to the post, as
seen in Fig. 2. The fastening consists of a sta-
ple, E, and nail F. The staple E, as seen in

Fig. 2, has one prong passed over the head of

the plate, which encompasses the upper wire,
while the other prong enters the post through
the plate below the wire. Both prongs, as
seen, enter the post. A nail or serew passes
through the plate near its lower edges, and
serves to bind this lower portion to the post.
I may run the wire on the top of the posts,

in which case the lower portion of the plates

would be let into the posts, as represented in
Fig. 4, and there secured by staples. This
plate will be of great advantage in wire fences,
as it will act as a warning to stock and pre-
vent them from running against the barbs of
the other wires.

I am aware that it-is not new to nse warn-
ings on wire fences; hence I do not claim them
broadly.

Having thus fally deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

In combination with a wire fence, a continu-

ous metal warning-strip folded centrally over

one of the wires and secured to the posts by
staples, substantially in the manner shown and
deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JAMES S. UPTON.

Witnesses:
A..J. SUTHERLAND,
D. W. LOWELL.
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