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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, EDWARD E. BAKER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mor-
gantown, in the county of Monongalia and
State of West Virginia, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Letter and Docu-
ment Files, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to improvements in
that class of letter or document files known as
“indexed filesy’ and the objects of my im-
provements are, first, to provide a means for
pressing down and holding together the in-
dexed sheets and ma‘ter contained in the
skeleton receiver; second, to provide a means
for holding and sustaining the indexed leaves
within the skeleton receiver independently of
each other, and, third, to afford facilities for
removingthe indexed matter and index bodily
and substituting a new index therefor. T at-
tain these objects by the means illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of my let-
ter and document file with index and letters
or documents removed. Fig. 2 is also a view
in perspective with index and documnents or
letter and binding-clasp in position. Fig 3
isaview in perspective of the file with a por-
tion of the index-leaves thrown back and the
binding-clasp removed. Tig. 41is a view in
perspective of oneindex-leaf. Fig.Sisaview
in perspective of the index holder or hook.

Similar lettersrefer tosimilar partsthrough-
out the several views.

The skeleton holder A of my letter or docu-
ment file is constructed much in the usual way,
with or without a cover, and so that it can be
placed in a eabinet as a drawer, if desired.

To the inner face of the front piece or board
is connected an.upwardly-curved plate, B, to
be hereinafter more fully deseribed.

To the stub or inner edge of each index-leaf
is connected, by means of a clip, C, or other-

_wise, a bent loop, D, and each of these index-

leaves in their order, commenecing with the
first letter of the alphabet, isstrung upon the
curved arms ¥ of the bent wire frame G, Fig.
5, so that the lowermost of the loops D will
rest in the curves of the short arms F, while
the rest of the loops D above the lowest will
rest stiecessively against the long arms of the
wire frame G, -

upon the index-leaves.

To the inner face of the front piece of the
skeleton holder are also connected {wo bent
and curved plates, H H', provided with right-
angled lugs I, the ends of which are bent and
perforated to receive the arms of the wire
frame G, and when the indexed leaves are all
strung upon the wire frame G the frame is
placed in the receiver or skeleton holder by
pressing the angular arms G’ together and
snapping them into the holes or perforations
in the end of the arms I of the plates H H,
in which position the index is suspended in
the frame or holder with that part of the wire
frame which connects the two curved arms F
resting in the curved plate B. DBy this means
a flexible connection is had for the index-

leaves of the file, and as the spaces between

the index-leaves are filled the leaves will pass
up along the arms of the wire frame &, and
not bind at the point of connection with. the
reéceiver or container at the rear or stub por-
tion, and so that the matter contained between
the index-leaves and the leaves will bé ad-
justed vertically on the arms of the wire fraihe
as the matter from time to time is added or
placed between them. A temporary binder,
J, composed of steel wires,bent asshown, holds
the index-leaves and contained matter to-
gether in a compact manner. The inner ends
of the wires enter the angle or bent plates H
H’, which form bearings or hinges upon which
the temporary binder works.

To the front loop of the temporary binder
is connected the bent wire clasp K, the lower
end of wliich hooks upon a bent plate, X, at-
tached to the bottom board of the holder,
which keeps the temporary binder in position
The clasp is made
with two loops, I I/. The loop I/ is bent
downward flatwise, and by placing the thumb
of the left hand upon it and pressing down-
ward the elasp will fly from the bent plate K/,

‘and by placing the thumb of the right hand

in the loop L and bearing downward the same
effect will be bad, and thus the clasp can be
unhooked by either the right or left hand,
when the binder can be thrown backwardand
free access had to the index-leaves of the file,
and the index and contained matter removed
bodily by pressing the short arms G’ of the
bent wire frame together, which nnheooksthem
from the lugs I,
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Having thus described my invention,what T
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18—

1. In a letter or document file, the combina-
tion of the holder A, the bent wire frame G,
having short curved arms F, and pivoted in
snitable lugs upon the holder, a curved plate,
B, secured to the rear portion of the skeleton
holder and adapted to receive the lower end
of the bent wire frame, and the series of in-
dex-leaves, each of which is provided with a
loop, D, by means of which said leaves are
strung upon the frame G, all arranged and op-

erating substantially as described.

347,762

2. In a letter or document file, the tempo- 15
rary binder consisting of the angularly-bent
wire frame having its bearings in the bent
plates of the holder, and a clasp with thumb-
loops L 1/, constructed, arranged, and oper-
ating substantially in the manner as set forth 20
and specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand and seal.

EDWARD E. BAKER.

Witnesses:
C. W. M. SMmiITH,
CHASs. E. KELLY.

[L. 8.]




