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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS A. GOODWIN,a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Camden, in the county of Camden and State

5 of New Jersey, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Stair-Rod Fasteners;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact deseription of the in-
vention, which will enable others skilled in

1o the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, which form a part of this
specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a front view of my improved

15 fastener, showing the same iu position for
clamping the rod against the stair and ear-

pet. TFig. 2 is a vertical eross-section on line
xz 2. Tig. 3 is a perspective view of the

fastener detached, and Fig. 4 illustrates the
2c manner of releasing the fastener from the rod.
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding partsin all the figures.
My invention has relation to devices for
fastening orlocking stair-rods; and it consists
25 in the improved device, which will be here-
inafter more fully described and claimed,
which can be easily operated and used with
any ordinary stair-rod. At the same time
the fastener may be readily applied to the
30 stair by any person without the use of a screw-
driver or any other implement.
In the accompanying drawings, A denotes
a stair-rod of the ordinary construction, and
- provided with overturned edges or flanges B B.
The fastener consists of four parts—viz., a
gimlet - pointed serew, C, a shoulder or ec-
centric, D, a shank, I§, and a rounded head,
F, which also serves for a handle in operat-
ing the deviece. The shoulder D is rounded,
40 as shown abt d, where it bears against the up-
per overturned rim of the rod, -and the shank
is made wedge-shaped or tapered toward its
lower end, as clearly shown in the drawings.
The fastener may be readily fastened in its
45 proper position in the stairs simply by plac-
ing the point of the screw against the riser,
and then turning the shank until the serew
has been forced into the wood the proper dis-
tance, or until the inner side of the shoulder
50 bears against the wood. Care should of
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course be taken to.place the-fasteners a suffi-
cient distance apart to permit of the carpet
being placed between them, and after this
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has been done, and the rods have been placed

in their proper position, the latter are fast- 5:
ened by turning the shanks from the horizon-
tal position shown in Fig. 4 down into the
vertical position illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2,
in which position the rounded shoulder or
eccentric D d will bear against the upper edge
of the rod with considerable pressure, so as
to lock it firmly against the carpet. By mak-
ing the shank 1 tapering or of a wedge shape
sufficient room will be left between it and the
stair-riser for any ordinary thickness of car- 5
pet and padding, as the lower part of the rod
may give or yield in an outward direction,

and smll be firmly clamped at its upper edoe
by the eecentric shoulder D.

It is obvious that the same device may be
used, in substantially the same manner, for
fdstemng the carpets upon floors by making
the rods in sections of sufficient Jength to
cover the sides of the room near the floor,

each section being provided with two or more
fasteners, 8o as to clamp or bind therod firmly
against the carpet which they are designed to
hold.

Intheacecompanying drawings I haveshown
the head or handle F in the form of a star;
but it is obvious that any other design may
be used for this purpose withons depa,llbm(r
from the spirit of my invention, and also that
this handle may be made either in one piece
with the device or separate from it, as taste or
expediency may suggest.

Having thus described my invention,I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States—

Alstair-rod fastener consisting of the fol-
lowing parts, viz: a gimlet-pointed screw, a
wedge - shaped shank projecting from the
head of the serew and at right angles to the
same, a rounded shoualder or offset between
the head of the serew and said shank, and a 95
suitable ornamental knob or handle at the
free end of the shank, said several parts be-
ing coustructed in one or more pieces, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my swnflbme

70

~
o

8c

85

100

in presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS A. GOODWIN
Witnesses:
CHRISTOPHER C. SMITH,
GEORGE S. HUNT.




