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" UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

MARION W. AGNEW, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

UNDER-GARMENT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 348,181, dated August 31, 1886

Application filed Mareh 25, 1826,

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, MARION W. AGNEW,
of the city, county, and State of New York,

haveinvented certain new and useful Improve- "

ments in Infants’ Under-Garments, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
under-garments for infants, of the class which
are promotive of comfort, health, and cleanli-
ness.

In the aceompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a diagrammatic view, designed toshow an ap-
plication of the invention. Fig. 2 is a view of
the main garment spread open, with the water-
proof protector or lining partially separated
therefrom. Fig. 8 represents the body-band,
and Fig. 4 the petficoat-waist, used with my
invention.

The main garment, preferably of linen or
cotton, is formed with the upper body portion
or waist, A, having very large armholes B B,
and with the narrowed back extension or par-
tial skirt, C, for sapporting and securing a di-
aperin place. Thisback extension, asshown,
is narrowest at its lower end and widest at
and adjacent to its junetion with the waist.
The garment opens in front its entire length,
and a gathering-string, D, above the arm-
holes, serves to secure the garment about the
neck or above the shoulders by tying the ends
of the string together, and two gathering-
strings, E K, are provided beneath the arm-
holes at the cut-away curved portions F F of
the garment. These strings are brought to-
gether and tied, (see Fig. 1,) to secure the gar-
ment in front above the abdomen, thus admit-
ting of ready access to the woolen body-band
G. The body-band G is provided with secur-
ing stringsgh, which, as shown, aresix in num-
ber—three strings, ¢, at one end, and three
strings, &, at some distance from the opposite
end, the portion II at this end beyond the
strings constituting a flap to be lapped by the
other end, to avoid leaving an opening be-
tween the ends of the band. At or near the
opposite edges of the upper part of the back
extension—that is to say, at about its junction
with the waist—buttons I I are attached, and
close to these buttons are arranged securing-
strings J J. Other secaring-strings, K K, are
attached to or near the opposite edges of the
end of the back extension. A water-proof
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protector or inner lining, L, for the back ex-
tension is shaped correspondingly therewith,
and detachably secured in place by means of
button-holes M M, to receive the buttous I I,
and holes N N, through which pass the strings
K K. The detachable water- proof lining 1s
preferably made of rubber-faced ecloth, vhe
side m being of rubber, and the side n of
cloth; but the lining may be made of other
suitable water-proof material.

From the above description, and. by refer-
ence to Fig. 1 of the drawings, it will be seen
that when the diaper O, folded as usual, is in
place with the ends of the triangle gathered
together in front in the ordinary way, it will
be held securely by the back extension, the
end of which is brought up in front and se-
cured by tying the strings K K to their re-
spectively corresponding strings, J and J.
These strings and those by which the main
garment and the body-band are secured in
place, being tied in bow-knots, provide for the
ready unfastening and removal of the gar-
ments, while injuries frequently resulting
from the use of pins are prevented. It will
also be seen that the outer garments may be
kept clean and dry, that the diapers may be
readily ehanged, and that the water - proof
lining may be detached for washing, &e., or
one substituted for another.

Instead of using petticoat-waists tightly
pinned about the infant in the usual way,
which would prevent convenient use of the
main garment by confining the upper portion
of the back extension and interfering with
ready change of diapers, I employ the loose-
fitting petticoat-waist P, with very large arm-
holes Q Q, having no front or back opening,
and secured above the shoulders of the infant
by the gathering-string IR.

I do not broadly claim either a diaper cover
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or protector by the use of which pins are dis-

pensed with, or a detachable diaper cover or
protector, or a water-proof diaper cover or
protector, as these, unqualifiedly considered,
are older than my invention.

I claim, as of my own invention—

1. Theinfant’sgarment having the body por-
tion or waist with large armholes, the back ex-
tension, the gathering-string above the arm-
holes, the gathering-strings beneath the arm-
holes, and the sceuring-strings J J and K XX




of the back extension, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.
2. The combination, with the garment formed

~ with the open-front body portion or waist, the

large armholes, and the diaper - supporting
back extension, of the water - proof lining

- shaped correspondingly with said extension

10

and detachably secured thereto, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth. .

3. The combination, with the infant’s gar- |

ment having the open-front body portion or
waist, the armholes, the gathering -strings
above and beneath the armholes, the diaper-
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supporting back extension, and the seeuring-

strings J J and K X, of the water-proof lining 1

detachably fastened in place by said securing-
strings, and by being buttoned to the back ex-
tension, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name.

MARION W. AGNEW.

Witnesses:
EpwARD WESTON,
GERALDINE HULL.
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