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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, PaTrICK J. O’ CONNOR,
of Seymour, in the county of Jackson aud
State of Indiana, have invented a new and
Improved Tack-Driver and Carpet-Stretcher,
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description.

The object of my invention is to provide a
new and improved carpet-stretcher provided
with an attachment for driving tacksand sta-
ples for holding the carpet in place.

The invention consists in the construction
and combination of parts and details, as will
be fully described and set forth hereinafter,
and then pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding partsin all the figures.

Figure 1 is a longitudinal view of my im-
proved carpet-stretcher and tack-driver, parts
being broken out and others being in section.
Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail view of the lower
part of the same. TFig. 3is an enlarged detail
longitudinal sectional view of the lower part
of the same. Fig. 4 is a detail side view of
the claw. Tig. 5 is a top view of the jaws.
Fig. 6 is a detail cross-sectional view of the
hammer and the guide-tube.

The tube A is provided with a head, B, se-
curely fastened on its upper end, and with the
two jaws C on the lower end, which jaws are
tapered toward each other on the inside and
outside. To each jaw C the lower end of a
flat spring, D, is secured at the lower end and
on the outside,which springs pass up through
grooves E' on the outer side of the jaws, and
have holes E in their upper parts, through
which holes the fastening-screws F pass into
the thickened lower end part, A’, of the tube
A, as shown, thus permitting of adjusting the
jaws on the lower end of the tube A. The
opening between the jaws C is square at the
top and tapers on two opposite sides toward
the lower end, and in each tapering side of
said opening or guide thus formed a groove,
G, is provided, which grooves taper toward
their lower ends, the taper being more sud-
den near the lower ends of the grooves, as

50 shown in Fig. 3. .

The tube A. is provided with two opposite
longitudinal slots, H, extending from the top

to near the middle, and through the said slots
a pin, J, is passed, which is also passed through
a head or bloek, K, mounted to slide on the
tube A, and to which block the sliding ham-
mer-rod L in the tube A is secured, the said
hammer-rod having the tapered part M on its
lower end.

For drivingstaples,the lower end of the ham-
mer-rod is provided with the opposite side
projections, N, as shown in Fig. 6.

A short distance above the jaws the tube A
is provided with the slot O, for introducing
the tacks or staples into the tube.

The carpet - stretching claw P, which is
curved as shown in Fig. 3, is secured to the
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tube A, ab the lower end of the same, and the

lower end of the claw, having a series of teeth,
is slightly beyond the ends of the jaws C, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 3.

The operation is as follows: The block K is
drawn up to the head B, so that both can be
grasped and held with one hand, and then the
teeth of the claw P are foreced into the carpet
at or near the edge, and the carpetis stretched
in the same manner as with a usual stretcher.
‘When the block K is raised, atack or staple is
placed into the tube A through the slot O,
the said tack or staple sliding down the open-
ing between the jaws until its point projects
slightly from the lower ends of the jaws, the
head of the tack preventing it from sliding
entirely out of the opening between the jaws.
When the carpet has been stretched as much
as is necessary, the hammer-rod is released
and dropping under the action of its own
weight and of a slight pressure it drives the
tack through the carpet into the floor. Then
the hammer-rod is raised and another tack
driven in the same manner, and so on. After
the tack has been driven the springs D press
the jawstogetheragain. The carpet-stretcher
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can also be used as a device for pulling tacks, -

by so adjusting or disposing the device as to
cause the thickened portion of the claw P to
rest on the floor, and thus serve as a fulerum,
while the toothed or free end of the claw is
inserted under the head of the tack, when, by
pressing down upon the rod A, which now
constitutes the longer arm of a lever, the op-
eration of pulling the -tack can be effected,
which is repeated as long as tacks are to be
extracted.
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I am aware that it is not new to employ a
spring-pressed hammer-rod fitting in an in-
closing or containing case or tube having tack
or nail holding jaws; to employ, in econnection
with a tack - driver, a rigid finger having a
curved point; to employ, in connection with a

- spring-pressed hammer-rod and an inclosing-
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tube having jaws,a lateral tack-feeding trough;
also to employ, in connection with suchaham-
mer-rod and inclosing-tube, a lateral opening
adapted to feed to the hammer-rod staple-like
fastenings, and to employ such a hammer-rod .
and an inclosing-tube provided with jaws, to-’
gether with a pinchers,which serve as a stretch-
er. My invention, however, differs from all
of these in that the hammer-rod is actuated
to drive the tack or staple by means of a ham-
mer or block arranged upon the outside of the
hammer-rod inclesing-tube, and -connected
to said hammer-rod, whereby the tube and .
hammer rod driving weight or block can bé;
grasped by the same, or one, hand, and the
said rod be operated in a- plane within the:
area of the tube; also, in that'the tack orstaple .
holding jaws are adjustable, and that the-claw |
constructed, applied, and arranged as herein:
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shown and deseribed,serves jointly as astretch-
er and a tack extractor or puller.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— .

1. The combination, with the slotted. tube
having spring-jaws, of the tapered hammer-
rod eonnected to the sliding block arranged
upon the outside of the tube, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination, with the tube having
opposite grooves at its lower end, of the ta-
pering jaws connected to the tube, within said
grooves, and having slots which receive ad-
justing-serews entering the tube, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth:.

3. The combination, with the slotted tube
having the tapered spring-jaws and the ta-
pered hammer-rod connected to the sliding

“block disposed upon the outside of the tube, of

the carpet-stretcher claw, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.
PATRICK J. O'CONNOR.
‘Witnesses:
LesLiE P. BYRNE,
CHAS. F. RASENER.
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